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U> Budget¬ 
enabling 
bill passes 
first reading 

By WIWA CaLBERT 

The government enjoyed a much- 
needed victory last night when the 
first reading of the economic 
arrangements bill was passed by a 
comfortable majority after being 
defeated by a tie Vote the day 
before. 

Prime Minister Binyamin 
fgctanyfihu, now also serving as 
finance minister, was obviously 
buoyed by the 46-37 vote, saying 
he hopes the 1999 state budget and 
bill pass as easily in their second 
and third readings. 

The result was achieved after 
Yisrael Ba’aliya agreed earlier in 
the day to support the bill, and 
United Torah Judaism said it 
received assurances on hastening 
the passage of religious legislation. 

However. Netanyahu denied that 
promises had been made to any fac¬ 
tions in order to pass the bill - a 
host of economic reforms required 
for implementing the budgeL 
Other no-shows from the vote a 
day earlier came and supported the 
bill, including Likud renegades Dan 
;Meridor and Zeev (Benny) Begin. 
'-■? Yisrael Ba’aJiya MK Marina 
Solodkin supported the bill yester¬ 
day after abstaining Monday, 
while Absorption Minister Yuli 
Edelstein absented himself last 
night ._ . ‘ 

Moledet leader Rebavam Ze’evi 
supported the bill after voting 
against on Monday. 

After the vote, finance commit¬ 
tee chairman Avraham Ravitz said 
the state could expect to have a 
budget by the second week in 
January. He said the committee 
would begin deliberations today. 

At the same time, Ravitz said a 
condition for his faction's support 
was the passage of the second and 
third readings of a bill that would 
block Reform and Conservative 
u , Jews from serving on religious 
councils. 

The so-called Golan Heights 
bill, which would require a 61 MK 
majority and a referendum to be 
held before ceding sovereign terri¬ 
tory, came up for debate last night. 
A vote on a first reading is expect¬ 
ed on Monday. 



Barak, 

Levy 

to team up 


Former chief of General Staff Amnon Lipkin-Sbahak meets the press yesterday at bis 
.trisjcandjdacy for prime minister next week. 


new Tel Aviv office. He is expected to launch 


(Reuters) 


ByllflCHAl. YUPELMAM 

Labor Party leader Ehud Barak 
and Gesher leader David Levy 
agreed in principle last night to 
cooperate in the elections, Israel 
Radio reported. 

Levy will sup- * 

port Barak for 
prune minister 

and Labor will 1^——— 
give Gesher sev¬ 
eral slots on its election slate. 

The two leaders met for more 
than an hour late last night and 
decided to open negotiations on 
the terms of their alliance. These 
reportedly include a No. 2 or 3 slot 
on Labor's list for Levy and fac¬ 
tion status for Gesher within 
Labor, I dm reported. 

Meanwhile, former chief of 
Genera] Staff Amnon Lipkin- 
Sbahak plans to announce his can¬ 
didacy for prime minister and pre¬ 
sent the nucleus of his team next 
week, after the Knesset sets an 
election date, he indicated yester¬ 
day.. 

Shahak is to call at noon today 
on President Ezer Weizman, who 
has been meeting with various fac¬ 


tion heads in anticipation of the 
elections. 

In hopes of countering Shahak's 
appeal, Barak set about persuad¬ 
ing Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and Levy to forge an 
alliance with 
him. 

yjyj Mordechai met 

c with Barak's 

. confidant Giora 

Eini. who tried 
to persuade him to join Barak in 

the elections. 

“I think we're at a crossroads," 
Mordechai said in radio inter¬ 
views. 

“There are changes in the politi¬ 
cal map. 1 look with concern and 
pain at MK Dan Meridor's form¬ 
ing a party and running for prime 
minister and wish him success. 1 
look at MK [Ze'evJ Binyamin 
Begin, one of the Likud's corner¬ 
stones. who is forming another 
party, and at other people. Unlike 
those who dismiss their departure 
and say it does not indicate any 
change. I'm not dismissing them." 
he said. 

See BARAK, Page 2 
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Gov’t to 
launch gas 
supply talks 
with Egypt 

ByPAWDZEVHAfflIS 

Negotiations for the sale to Israel 
of Egyptian natural gas are to begin 
next month, sources in both coun¬ 
tries co nfirm ed yesterday. 

National Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon had refused to ask 
Egypt to sell gas until he had 
received a formal request from 
Cairo expressing interest 
Egyptian General Petroleum 
Corporation (EGPC) chairman 
Abdel Khalek Ayyad last week 
wrote to him offering toenter talks 
on a purely commercial, basis, 
Sharon said yesterday. 

■ The Israel Electric Cotporation 
will lead the discussions mi behalf 
of the government while energy 
giants Amoco .and ENI will join 
them as the Egyptian gas licensees. 

Egyptian sources expressed some 
concent that Sharon decided to go 
public, saying they would prefer to 
conduct negotiations quietly. 

Donna Harman adds: 

“The Egyptian government is 
free to invite, or not invite, 
whomever it wants," a spokesman 
from Sharon's office said yester¬ 
day in response to reports that top 
Egyptian officials have indicated 
that - until the Wye accord is 
implemented - Sharon is unwel¬ 
come in Cairo- 

Full report. Page 12 
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A thick cloud of 
obscurity descended 

on the political arena _ 

yesterday, as enig- 
matic plots thick- 
ened and mystery 
mongering intensified as never 
before. The politicians seemed to be 
doing their best not to dispel the fog. 

Moreover, many of the politi¬ 
cians had no way of telling where 
they will find themselves in the 
coming few days. This in itself 
unsettled those with a clearer 
political address, sent others scur¬ 
rying and added to the sense of the 
disintegration of familiar old 
frameworks. 

Topping the list of the most 
recent contributors to confusion is 
Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu’s first foreign minister, 
David Levy. 

Levy yesterday had nothing but 
honeyed praise for Labor Party 
chairman Ehud Barak. 

His utterance also came a day 
after an intensive negotiation ses¬ 
sion with Labor's back-stage oper¬ 
ator, Gideon Eini, and before a tete- 
a-tete with Barak. The word in 
Labor is that Levy may be turning 
in his No. 2 slot on the Likud list 
for the No. 2 slot on the Labor list 
Levy knows his Gesher faction is a 
goner and that he is politically 
homeless. There will be too many 
stars in the Amnon Lipkin-Sbahak 
firmament, while Barak is in bad 
need of a dramatic recruitment, per¬ 
haps to offiteL cr preempt, the feared 
loss of some of his people to Shahak. 

Gesher would be a nice orna¬ 
ment for the Labor-led One Israel 
political bloc. Perhaps this is why 
no one is yet drawing np Labor’s 
Knesset list 

Barak must first conclude deals 
with the newcomers who will get 
reserved slots. Perhaps this is why 
Levy for the first time refused to 
announce that he is running for 
prime minister. 

Meanwhile, Levy’s successor at 
the Foreign Ministry, Ariel 
Sharon, is also stirring the pot 
A day after he announced to the 
Likud central committee that he 
does not want to be prime minis¬ 
ter. Sharon announced on a TV 
talk show that, while he continues 
not to want the office, he does not 
rule out special circumstances. 
When pressed to explain, he 
advised his interviewers to use 
their judgment. 

The las phrase in particular seems 
to indicate-that this was.no off-the- 
cuff slip and that he was hinting 


ANALYSIS 


broadly, though no 
one could guess at 
whaL To under- 


PRIVATE BANKING 
Because No Two Clients Are Alike 


jflSOT score the riddle, he 
repeated it last 
- night 

Sharon generally says nothing 
that does not have some sort of a 
meaning, cryptic though it be. 
This generated speculation that 
Sharon knows something of which 
all the pundits are unaware. 

Perhaps, it was suggested, he 
knows that Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Communications Minister Liraor 
Uvnar are actually going to leave 
the Likud. This would indeed be a 
set of new circumstances, which 
could make Netanyahu more unlike¬ 
ly than ever to win the elections. 

Perhaps Sharon has also been 
made privy to secret in-house 
polls which augur ill for the prime 
minister. Something, it was said 
yesterday, must have happened to 
have made him broadcast whatev¬ 
er bint be bad in mind. 

It could be that Sharon discov¬ 
ered that the Netanyahu ship is far 
less sound than it appeared at the 
ceatral committee. Perhaps 
Sharon is out now to save the ship 
or toss the captain overboard. 

Around Sharon this is rejected out 
of band- for now. He wifi not chal¬ 
lenge Netanyahu inside the Likud 
as is Ua Landau. To do so he has to 
declare his candidacy by Sunday. 
He will not do so. sources insist 
emphatically. What could happen 
further down the road is part of the 
mystery enveloping alL 
Abetting the uncertainty were 
Mordechai and Livnat, who have 
still not indicated which way they 
will jump. This is convincing 
some Likud insiders that they will 
stay home in the end, though 
meanwhile they can make plenty 
of capital out of the mystery. 

They are also unlikely to make 
any move before the greatest mys- 
tery-mongerer of them all, 
Shahak. addresses the nation, pre¬ 
sumably in the middle of next 
week. The expected revelation that 
he is running for prime minister 
will stun no one. 

•The--mystery will remain in the 
son of arrangement he works out 
with the other hopeful. Dan 
Meridor, which could determine 
how many centrist lots will be field¬ 
ed, tow many centrist prime minis¬ 
terial candidates will tun. how many 
bandwagons win be available for 
climbing, and who will jump ou 
th em. 
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frMCHAL YUnElJIAH 

Tbe first indication that Labor 
gny leader Ehud Barak and 
uesticr leader David Levy wen; 

De&Dhntina _n:__.... 


courted Levy for 


Asked whether he finds Barak 
reliable, Levy said, “1 have never 
caught him in a lie." 

Barak said “Levy is a very seri¬ 
ous man with a significant influ- 


y ^f 1 offered some past L5 years and mile. He is wot- 


- J VilllIVU JUtUL 

praise yesterday for 
“araic &mng an interview on Israel 
™o. Then, in answer to a ques- 
«on. Levy did not rale out cooper¬ 
ating with Barak in the elections. 

y ™Trok out people whose 
OTly sin is that they belong to 
apothtt- camp. This does not make 
them enemies of the people," Levy 

Said- A Mifflin rr n ■ 


thy of finding his place in onr 

movemenL" 

The talks between Barak and 
Levy have been taking place for 
some time, sources said yesterday 
They also speculated that a Barak- 
Levy alliance could boost Labor’s 
elec Lora] prospects. 

At the same time, people close to 

RW IrvtLwf in .in!— j.. 


said, alludingifff S , ^ nme, people close t0 

and Netanyahu. 

Barak confidant Giora Eini who 
used to mediate between Shimon 
reres and Yitzhak Rabin, met with 
L^vy on Monday to try to persuade 
him to join the One Israel (Yisrael 
AhatJ movement being formed by 


. ™ « a nidi 1 

of integrity. “The only politician 
“Jataig a new Older of priorities 
»day and saying things clearly on 
socaal and political issues is none 
otter than Barak," Levy said. "I'm 
pot hinting at anything, merely stat¬ 
ing a fact," he added. 

Hussein 
released 
in ‘good 
health’ 


WASHINGTON - Jordans 
King Hussein was discharged yes- 
today from the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota clinic and 
pronounced in “good health” after 
several months of treatment for 
cancer, a clinic spokesman said. 

A Jordanian Embassy spokes¬ 
woman in Washington said the 63- 
year-old monarch had travelled to 
the US capital where he may meet 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

Mayo Clinic spokesperson Jane 
Jacobs said Hussein was released 
yesterday morning after undergo¬ 
ing several months of chemothera¬ 
py treatments. 

_ was in good health." Jacobs 
said. “He was in good spirits, 
obviously relieved to be out of the 
hospital." The king checked into 
the Mayo Clinic in mid-July, was 
diagnosed with lymphoma and 
had six cycles of chemotherapy. 

(Renters) 


Barak. 

Barak is trying to merge several 
groups and individuals into this 
movement, including Meimad and 
Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mondechai. Those who join the 
movement could support Barak 
™ot joining Labor. Barak’s 
office yesterday denied the option 
of reserving Knesset slots for any¬ 
one and stressed that Levy has 
asked nothing of the party leader. 

Labor MK Dali a Icrik said Barak 
and Levy have been main tainin g 
close contact for close to a year. “I 
would dearly love to see Levy join 
us, because of the high esteem I 
have for him and'his great public 
value and courage,” Itzik said. 

Meanwhile. Barak is making 
efforts to persuade MK Haim 
Ramon not to quit Labor for a party 
which former chief of General 
Staff Amnon Upkin-Shahak has 
indicated he is forming. Barak met 
with Ramon for several hours on 
Monday and told him Labor would 



PM dodges 
_ 'itical qm 
at Western 

By ELU WOHLQELERNTER consistency whh tto to^Tgy 
—- do." said Howard Wensteuk chair- 



MK Ehud Barak (Israel Sun) MK David Levy ( Wsun> 
the elections Itzik is confident they will all 


not fare as well 
without him. 

Labor Party leaders fear that a 
departure by Ramon could also 
hurt their electoral chances by 
influencing other wavering mem¬ 
bers, such as Jewish Agency 
Chairman Avraham Burg and MKs 
Nissim ZvilJi and Hagai Merom. 


■ l l UL wm 811 political questions, including those 
stickwimtheparty.“Ramon.Bing, regarding the new elections, sup- 
and tne others will not quit Labor," - Dort froni the harerfim and rirfir 


-- —iiauuuu, UUi£ 

and the others will not quit Labor,’ 
she said yesterday. “Mark my 
words. Some erf them want to 
improve their status, others want 
personal treatment, no more . than 
that. There is no ^ay they'U aban¬ 
don the party and that's a fact.” 


WesteraWaii yesterday_ 

fast of 10 Tevet and “to renew my 
strength and. to draw encourage¬ 
ment from the generations of Jews 
who prayed that we would be here 
and we would stay here." 

Netanyahu would not answer any 
political questions, including those 

mnmlinA -tti '1—^ ...... 


do, SfiUU fwnwu Myi i Jw i. H iwinlr - 
Prime Minister Binyamin man of thephilosophy department 
Netanyahu paid a visit to the at tbe University of Califontn^at 
Westera Waii yesterday to mark tbe Riverside. "You can't look mtpijifo. 

—* — J - pie's minds, you can only WaJdi 



port frorii the haredim and right 
wing, OT rcbailengers to . iris post, 
choosing instead to focus solely on 
Jerusalem. - " 

- “This is an important date in 
Jewish history” be told reppners, 
while dozens of worshipers, 
tourists, and curious bystanders 
looked on. - 0 • : 

TWenty-five hundred years ago 
tbe siege on Jerusalem began here, 
and for the last two and a half mil : 
lennia we have been fighting the 
same battle, that Js to .rebuild 
Jerusalem, to unify ‘Jerusalem, to 
keep it whole. This is vay much the 
struggle we're engaged in now” 
Netanyahu spoke following a 
guided tour of the tunnel ■ area 
beneath Wilson’s Arch, and after 
reading Psalms 121 and 122 in front 
of the Wall. 

“ ‘He that keepeth Israel doth nei¬ 
ther slumber nor sleep,’" Netanyahu 
quoted from Psalm 121. “These are 
eternal words, and they say more 
about our situation, and in particu¬ 
lar our obligation today, than any¬ 
thing else," he added. 

‘ Whether Netanyahu was sincere 
in his visit, or was trying to cuny 

fovor with the right wing - a disen¬ 
chanted segment of tbe population 
he needs to win over —. was not an 
issue to some of his supporters in 
the crowd. 

“I think it's best to look at what 
politicians do, and not worry too 
much about sincerity other tiian its 


pies muiuN 

what they do - if he does things in 
two days that violate whal-he’s 
doing now, then you have reasqsffco' 
question whether this' was-\w&cfo 
anything, and its sincerity” £. - : - 
The late-morning viat tqj&s«l 
much disruption to those who j£&*ne 
to pray on the fast day. asrsedu^ty^ 
personnel temporarily haStevef m 
worshipers from ther plaza 
r of the wall to secure the. apea.' Not 
everyone was pleased, or Under¬ 
standing. '-V? 

. “This is ridiculous," saitE/Tnir 
Koenig, an 18-year-old yeshhSi stu¬ 
dent from . Woodmere, 
'“Because one man wants to epfoe 
down and pray, or do his story foe 
Kotel, or whatever the. game buy 
- be, I don’t think all these peopled all 
the regulars who come down to the 
Kotel should be throwri but.” 

The crowd was allowed; fo re- 
enterthrbughmetal detectois.- 
"It cook 10 minutes to get through 
the security check - I don't have a 
problem with that,” said Ken 
Wechster, 39. a tourist from Florida. 
“We lost one prime minister, vA 
don’t want to lose another. TTiare 
just the wav things ore here in 
Israel.” 

Netanyahu’s visit wasn't disrup¬ 
tive just for the worshipers, but of 
life for the surrounding residents 
and workers in the Old City. For 
some, it was a bearable inconve¬ 
nience. 

“It interrupted my life, but I 
would be more than happy to go 
through the tniuble if we would 
only have a prime minister who 
wanted to come here every day,” 
said Yossi Bauznol director of the 
nationalist _ Ateret Cohanim 
Yesbiva. ■ 
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Left party: _ ... 


Tel Aviv yesterday to drum up support for a workers’ 

'Israel Sun! 
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Arab MKs 

By UAT COLLINS 
and PAVP RUDGE 

yesterday rejected 
Ahmed Tibi’s decision to run for 
the Knesset in a separate Arab 
party. 

MK Azmi Bishara (Hadash- 
Bilad) called for a joint list of ail the 
Arab parties and fictions currently 
m the Knesset and said they should 
choose a candidate for prime minis¬ 
ter from among them. He stressed 
the list should include the current 
factions and parties, which would 
exclude Tibi who is also an adviser 
® Palestinian Authority Chairman 
Yasser ArafeL 

Bishara preferred not to discuss 
Tibi directly saying, “I’m not objec¬ 
tive on this.” 

BARAK 

Continued from Page 1 

But he also suggested he is not 
making any decisions yet. “I’m a 
Lumdmk, and if I reach a different 
conclusion I'll let the public know” 
Mondechai said. “No portfolio is 
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Abdul Malik Dahamshe 
(Democratic Arab Party) said, it 
would be better that Tibi not go 
alone. “There is no need to repeal 
past mistakes. It's best we be on a 
united list and not split" 

The vote of Israeli Arabs in the 
May elections could play a pivotal 
rale in determining who will be 
Israel’s next prime minister if there 
are two other candidates, according 
Dr. Elie Rekhess, a leading expert 
on the Arab sector. 

He noted that there are around 
500.000 eligible voters in the Arab 
sector of whom 400,000 voted in 
the 1996 elections. 

Rekhess, head of Tel Aviv 
University’s program on Arab poli¬ 
tics in Israel said that a poll last 
year revealed that 60 percent would 

direction in which we’re going and 
who are the people we can go with, 

I will take a long hard look a: ail 
these things and consider my steps 
carefully,” he told Israel Radio. 

Mondechai also revealed on Army 
Radio that he recently discussed his 
political future with Barak. Levy, 
Shas spiritual leader Rabbi Ovadia 

Vneof ___i_ _ <** i. . . 


vwe for an Arab candidate against 
2™ Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu and Labor's candidate 
MK Ehud Barak. Of the 600 Arab 
and Druse interviewees surveyed 
tte university program, 
35% would vote for Barak and 5% 
;°[J^ eCm yahu. The survey has a 4 
1/2% maigin of error. 

Last time “when there were only 
two main candidates for prime min¬ 
ister... The idea was that in the event 
or the election race going into a sec¬ 
ond round, the two leading candi¬ 
dates would court the Arab vote 
which would strengthen the bar¬ 
gaining power of Arab politicians. 

Since then, however, their posi¬ 
tion has weakened," said Rekhess. 
pecanse of the advent of addition¬ 
al candidates." 


era. Shahak. who is forming a cen¬ 
ter party, said he is dose to a d eal 
with Meridor about who would lead 
the party and that he would like to 
see both Communications Minister 
Limor Uvnai and Mordechai join 
them. 
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EVA LOBERr, 

wife of the late Lou Lober 
on December 29, 1 998 ( 1 0 Tevet 5759). 

T^ 16 funeral will take place today, 

»vf^nesday, December 30, at 10'15 a m 
at theEretz Machaim Cemetery near Beit Shemesh 

at ve i r0 i m the Lober res^ence 

at Rehov Mapu 4, Jerusalem, at 9:30 a.m. 

_^£™jjjMn^erusatem and in the USA 
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The American Jewfeh Joint Distribution CoSnittee I 
JDC-Brookdale Institute 
J DC-israei 

extend their deepest condolences to 

Prof. Jack Habib 

on the loss of his father 

RALPH HABIB r, 

May his memory be a blessing and a comfort 


Irving Smokier 
Chairman, JDC-Brookdale 


Jonathan W. Kolker 
President, AJJDC 

«tehael Schneider Amon 

BreemiveVice-Presiilent, AJJDC Director, jSSLrael 

andlnflfamivnfthaAnum^ ■__ ...__ _ _ 

i Committee 


will I 
said. 

" -— HU AlfCUCIIV 

man and Livnat, too, has proven 
herself, and the public recognizes 
her achievement.” Asked whether 

adhering to the Oslo Agreement is a 

condition for joining his party, 
Shahak said, ‘Israel needs a final- 
status agreement with the 
Palestinians. We need this as a state 
and a society so we can turn our 
attention to things which are no less 
important - ourselves. Therefore I 
would be glad to go with anyone 
who shares this opinion." 

Shahak criticized the decision to 
hold the elections in mid-May, not¬ 
ing "this is a very long time, far 
more than necessary and far too 
long for the state to be shaken by an 
election campaign. Too many deci¬ 
sions will not be made when neces- 
py and far too much money will 
be thrown away. 

“? l m among the reasons 
which influenced the election date," 
Shahak said, referring to both Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and 
Barak’s hope that Shahak’s popu¬ 
larity will wear out by May. 

Batsheva Tsur contributed to this 
report. 


[socia l & PERSONAL 1 

THE WEEKLY MEETING of the Enolish- 
*j*^SJ? 0,ar y Chib wfu taka place to- 
% “J-WP-jn-attheYMCA King Da- 
yte Street. Prof, Clinton BaiJey will 
speak on Life and Laws far the Bedouin. 
A Happy New Year to al * 
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Law committee endorses 
May 17 election date 


"’■■ ■ ■' 


Knesset Law Committee chairman Hanan Porat addresses the panel yesterday as it approved the 
May 17,1999 election date. lisax h^. 


By UAT C0UJ1S 

After a long debate, the Knesset Law 
Committee yesterday approved May 17, 1999 
as the date for elections, with June 1 as a 
runoff ‘*ote for prime minister, if necessary. 
The early elections bill is expected to come up 
for second and third reading next week on 
what has already been nicknamed Super 
Monday D. 

The committee approved the decision nine 
to three, with three abstentions. 

Many of the MKs complained that the five- 
month interim period is too long, but Deputy 
Speaker and Labor MK Shevah Weiss told The 
Jerusalem Post that this is not a record. 

“In 1961 the government fell over the La von 
Affair in January, but elections weren’t held 
until August,** he said. Weiss nonetheless 
called for some mechanism which would 
enable elections to take place faster. 

“Every democratic country has the constitu¬ 
tional mechanism for a very speedy process 
after the political decision to go to elections," 
Weiss said. 

He said Labor agreed to the date ODly as a 
compromise. “But from the point of view of a 
democratic regime and a political culture it 
was a bad decision.” 

Committee chairman Hanan Porat (National 
Religious Party) said. “The Knesset will be 
able to continue to function properly at least 
until the Pessah recess, which starts March 17. 
and MKs must act responsibly and continue to 
cany out their parliamentary work and be 
involved in legislation despite their electoral 
races.** 

In the last national elections, however, also 


in May, Weiss was forced to call the spring 
recess early because so many MKs were 
absent from the House because of the primary 
elections and election buildup. 

Porat called the elections “fateful for the 
country's future, borders, and security." He 
said the date had been reached through agree¬ 
ment reflecting the considerations of most of 
the House. 

Likud MK Ruby Rivlin said the date was 
reached because a look at the calendar and 
holidays showed that election day was not fea¬ 
sible before April 27, except for March 9, 
which was considered too soon. One of the 
problems was finding a date which would 
allow for a possible second round two weeks 
later. 

Rivlin, who is considered close to Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, said the pre¬ 
mier does not intend filing his early resigna¬ 
tion with the president Such a move would 
mean elections just for prime minister - but 
only MKs could be candidates, thus barring 
former chief of General Staff Amnon Lipkin- 
Shahak. 

“The prime minister is not even considering 
preventing Shahak from running; firstly 
against Ehud Barak, if he wants to. and if he 
wins to then run in the erne race against Prime 
Minister Netanyahu ” Rivlin said. 

Although the date had been decided upon by 
Labor and the Likud in consultation with Shas 
and Meretz, the committee discussions were 
nonetheless drawn out and showed splits even 
within the large parties. This is considered by 
political observers to reflea the uncertainty 
MKs feel regarding their futures. 

Several Labor MKs said a long interim peri¬ 


od is bad for the country, because it involves 
waste of large sums of public money, tension, 
and a freeze in policies. 

Ramon accused the Likud of “acting out of 
narrow party interests, which would be harm¬ 
ful to the country and economy, pulling us into 
a period of political instability and tension. 
Elections are necessary in a democracy, but 
they need to take place as soon as possible. 
Even that basic lesson, the Likud failed to 
understand,” Ramon said. “You can't specu¬ 
late with democracy" 

Rivlin said Labor could have opted to topple 
the prime minister in a no-confidence motion, 
which would have required elections in 60 
days, but they chose not to do it and instead 
hold the elections through the Dissolution of 
the Knesset Law. There was only a week or 
two between the two dates Likud and Labor 
raised, so to start complaining now is hypo¬ 
critical." 

Meretz leader Yossi Sarid met with President 
Ezer Weizman and later told reporters that the 
May 17 date “is scandalously late." 

United Torah Judaism MK Avraham 
Lazerson. a newcomer in the Knesset, told the 
committee elections should be held immedi¬ 
ately. He raised several religious problems 
regarding elections the week of Shavuot, say¬ 
ing the date falls on the special day which pre¬ 
cedes the three days before Shavuot consid¬ 
ered days of preparation for accepting the 
Torah. He also said he fears that counting the 
votes will cause desecration of the holiday or 
of Shabbat and wants voting to take place only 
on a Tuesday. Eventually Porat uncharacteris¬ 
tically lost his temper and snapped that he had 
not and would not sanction desecration. 


Campaign slogan: 
‘Barak will return 
the Golan’ 
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Golan would be techni- 

Residents cally difficult to 

Committee is con- !■■■■■■■■■■ pp nt t h e names in 
sidering an election other languages. 

3 .-.kmpaign slogan- Justice Ministry 

— -Barak will return representatives 

the Golan" - as part ^ said the y w °uld 

of the fight to retain ^ prefer the law not 

Israeli sovereignty • be passed, as it 

ipaer the region. t . _; - i,. r .opened, questions! 
^Committee chairman Avi Zeira of discrimination regarding all 
tfiia The Jerusalem Afcjfthey hadhoT / otheflanguages. 
yet formulated their ideas, but they The committee is expected to 
certainly intend to make the Golan a discuss today bills regarding the 
central issue in the campaign. cooling-off period for senior pub- 
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iefore.diey caii enter politics. 
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will.divide Jerusalem,* 
but:tite-stip.Kaye to■ discuss this” 
Zefrasajd, “We ; certainly want the 
p^n to be ^central issue in the 
wCsiras:' Vfemeed to tell the public 
have to take this issue into 
t .when they casttheir ballot, 
that reason I think we will 
^ _ more noise than we 

Jiafift dooeyecently ” 

• Zeira said recent reports about an 
abortive coalition deal between 
Prude. "Minister • Binyantm 
Netanyahu and Labor Party leader 
Ehud . Bairrik, in' which they- had 
alfegedlyagreedthat large tracts of! 
the ^to-wouid be given to Syria 
in affirm -for a" peace . accord, had. 
. undMTrii nafhbe bust ofOoIanresi- 
denfe m‘ hfea^ahu."' "' “ ’*" ~ 

.•THIS weekicoafition chairman 
Mot- Sheetrit -asked that the law 
cotnnri tteeprep are for first reading 
a bflkurid^vtfncb people wbo do 
bor tura oertto vote would not get 
paid for!having the day off v'ork. 
Citizens: who vote have the appen- 
Sixtb thdr identity cards stamped. 
-He said tfe bill is an improved 
yanatiaa of the suggestion heard 
afea'.tbe’local .elections last month 
thU-those who'do nek vote be fined, 
i Tsortia leader Rafael Eitan has 
sijggeste&la bill under which the 
head of a party running in the elec¬ 
tions would\have to run as a candi¬ 
date'Tor prime minister. He said 
tips would make the parties more 
limit' the number of 

par^ ruftiting. ;V . . 

^ • TUE law committee yesterday 
apprdved>.fbr second and-third 
fading a ^bili v by Labor Party 
y-General Ra’anan Cohen 
ch would allow the courts to 
e^d ieyondTbe current .14-day 
j?d^I appeals on the election 
r^dtsjif.there isreasonable doubt 
t&kV they . .were. fraudulently 
achieved. - . 

■ ft-'also furthered a bill by Zvi 
Weiubeig (Yisrael Ba'aliya) that 
polling slips be translated into 
Russian and Amharic. Central 
Elections Committee Director 
Tamar Edri told the committee it 
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• ALTHOUGH Habad continues 
to -protest against any concession 
of terriforyjo the Palestinians, its 
leaders are adamant thai they will 
not become “dragged into” any 
• > political activity. 

Al a rally this week at the main 
synagogue in Kiryat Motzkin, 
Rabbi Mordecbai Ashkenazy, the 
rabbi of Kfar Habad, said' he felt 
called upon to participate in die rally 
*■ despite his ill health, because he had 
. recently learned of renewed 
attempts “to drag Habad into the 
political turmoil" against the judge¬ 
ment of all the rabbis of Habad. who 
■’.had announced that Habad was 
: detaching itself from politics. 

•Hie determination of the Habad 
rabbis not to become involved in 
-'pplrtics-eoroes as & result jjf. their 
disenchantment with Netanyahu, 
for whom they worked untiringly 
during the last election, and who 
- disappointed them by signing the 
Wye Memorandum. 

•IN New York, the American 
Jewish Congress yesterday criti¬ 
cized the date chosen to hold the 
elections. The statement called the 
decision -“sadly unresponsive to 
the urgent needs of this moment. 

“It is especially troubling that 
we are told that the peace process 
must come to a bah during this 
period - bringing with h a host of 
negative consequences, including 
the effect on world opinion in the 
United States, Arab countries and 
elsewhere.** ! r 

• -PALESTINIAN negotiator 
Hassan Asfourlast night gave a sur- 
■ prisingly muted response when 
asked whether Ariel Sharon would 
make a suitable candidate for (Rime 
minister. ’ . 

“Israelis need to decide: if 
they’re looking to the past or die 
future,” he said. “They know 
Sharon, Bibi, Barak and the’ ott¬ 
os, and we hope they will make 
the right choice” 

The remark was in line with the 
Palestinian Authority’s official 
policy of not intervening in inter¬ 
nal Israeli politics as Israel goes to 
the polls. 
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Mordechai: No Lebanon moves now H FbrPakstttdms 


By DAHMA HARMAN 
and DAVID RUOGE 


Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said yesterday that he 
thd not think any “extreme" steps 
should be taken in southern 
Lebanon before the elections. 

“I would suggest to us all, seeing 
that there is a date for elections, not 
to cany out dramatic or extreme 
actions - in any arena - before¬ 
hand,” Mordechai said in an Israel 
Radio interview. “Both because it 
is impossible to carry out such 
actions in a rush and because we 
don't want it to seem like, in any 
way, our motives are impure." 

Also yesterday. Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu and several 
of his cabinet members met with 
Oma Shimoni and Lala Pam as, 
both of whom have lost sons in 
Lebanon. 

The women have been protesting 
across the street from Beit Hanassi 
for the past month, demanding that 
the problem of Lebanon be 
addressed with more urgency. 

“Wb asked that a way be found to 
let the people know that Lebanon is 
really on the top of the national 
agenda at all tunes - and not just 
during election periods, or when 
boys are killed,” said Pam as after 
the meeting. “I don't envy the min¬ 
isters, who have to decide what to 
do with Lebanon - the problems 
are very complex.” 

The South Lebanese Army, 
meanwhile, has reportedly pulled 
out of another stronghold in the 
Jezzine region, north of the securi¬ 
ty zone, prompting speculation In 
the Lebanese press about the future 
of the Israeli-backed force. 

Lebanese radio stations said the 
SLA withdrew from the Annan 
position near Jezzine following a 
series of fatal Hizbullah bomb 
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attacks on troops travelling to and 
from the post 

Hizbullah officials, speaking on 
the organization's own radio sta¬ 
tion, were quick to take credit for 
die move - saying they had forced 
the SLA into retreat 

The SLA’s Voice of die South' 
radio station, broadcasting from the 
zone, however, said the move was 
part of a planned redeployment 
resulting from manpower prob¬ 
lems. 


It was the second outpost to have 
been abandoned by the SLA in die 
Jezzine region in the past few 
months, following the opening ear¬ 
lier in the year of the Kfar Falus 
crossing point connecting the 
Christian enclave with the rest of 
Lebanon. 

Lebanese newspapers carried 
articles saying that this might be 
the first step in a move that would 
end the SLA’s control over die 
Christian enclave and result in the 


PM’s Office quiet over 
Golan compensation 


By DANNA HARMAN 
and UAT COLONS 


Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu's office would not com¬ 
ment yesterday on a Yediot 
Aharonot report which said there 
existed an ongoing secret govern¬ 
ment project to assess the compen¬ 
sation needs of the Golan residents, 
in preparation for a possible return 
of the Golan Heights to Syria. 

“It is clear who is leaking this 


story,” said one official at the prime 
minister’s office. “The Labor Party, 
which is trying to prove that the 
prime minister has no principles." 

Former finance minister Avraham 
Shohat, however, speaking on 
Army radio, confirmed that “some 
work was done to evaluate the 
worth of the assets on the Golan 
Heights," under the previous gov¬ 
ernment. He did not know whether 
the project had been continued. 

The Third Way issued a state¬ 


ment saying the party “takes a seri¬ 
ous view of discussions in any kind 
of forum concerning giving com¬ 
pensation to settlers on the Golan 
Heights and any other part of the 
State of Israel. Settlement and 
security are not bought with 
money. 

“The Golan Heights is an impor¬ 
tant security and settlement asset to 
the whole country and therefore no 
financial discussion has any rele¬ 
vance at all ” 
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deployment there, officially, of the 
Lebanese Army. 

The enclave itself is situated 
north of the security zone but until 
now has been controlled by troops 
loyal to SLA commander Gen. 
Antoine Lahad, despite the sym¬ 
bolic presence of Lebanese Army 
soldiers in the town and at the Kfar 
Falus crossing point. 

Lebanese security sources, how¬ 
ever. were quoted as saying that the 
main reason for the move appeared 


High Court asked 
to remove illegal 
caravans in W. Bank 


By MARGOT DUDKEWTCH 


Meretz. MK Dedi Zucker and 
Peace Now director Mossy Raz 
yesterday filed a petition in the 
High Court of Justice against the 
Defense Ministry, the Civil 
Administration of Judea and 
Samaria, and the Attorney- 
General‘s Office demanding the 
removal of what they termed illegal 
encampments set up by settlers 
since the signing of the Wye agree¬ 
ment 

The petitioners also demand the 
sealers be prosecuted. 

The petition refers to 10 sites in 
Judea and Samaria: nine caravans 
set up 300 meters east of Bracha; 20 
caravans on a hilltop north of Avnei 
Hefetz; three caravans and a hot¬ 
house on Hilltop 7, two kilometers 
west of Eli: four caravans east of 
Shilo and Shvut Rachel on Hilltop 
759; seven caravans northeast of 
Alon Shvut; four caravans between 
Talmonim and Dolev-. seven cara- 


Drug abuse on rise 
in IDF elite units 


AT THE KNESSET 


33U 


There is sexual equality in the 
IDF in one area nobody can be 
proud of: drug abuse. The Knesset 
War on Drugs Committee yesterday 
heard from IDF officers that equal 
a umbers of male and female sol¬ 
diers are being caught and tried for 
using drugs. In the past, more male 
soldiers were caughL 

Former committee chairman Eli 
Ben-Menahem said there is an 
increase of drug abuse in elite units. 
He demanded the IDF take more 
action and asked that the committee 
be provided with more details on 
drug offenses in different units, and 
particularly whether those serving 
in Lebanon are using more drugs 
than those in rear units because of 
the tension and easier availability. 

Committee chairwoman Naomi 
Chazan asked for figures on those 
exempted from service at recruiting 
centers because of drug use. 

The committee accepted the rec¬ 
ommendation of Bar Association 
representative Aiyeh Chertok, that 
while there should be deterrent pun¬ 
ishment for drug abuse, first-time 
offenders in the anny should not be 
given a criminal record which fol¬ 
lows them through their adult lives, 


(Tsomet). It has the support of the 
country’s environmental groups but 
is opposed by several drink and bot¬ 
tle manufacturers, who say it will 
raise the price too much, as well as 
the Environment Ministry, which is 
drawing up its own more compre¬ 
hensive recycling bill 


Regulate hospital 
volunteers 


There are some 100,000 hospital 
volunteers in the country but no 
standard regulations concerning 
their work, the Public Complaints 
Committee heard yesterday. 

Representatives of the Health 
Ministry and volunteer organiza¬ 
tions all agreed on the need for the 
volunteers to have identity tags. 

Committee chairman Rafi Elui 
(Labor) noted the committees 
appreciation of the volunteers and 
called on the organizations ‘“to for¬ 
mulate together with the Health 
Ministry clear roles and regulations 
on volunteering in hospitals and 
acceptance procedures for volun¬ 
teers.” 


Bottle bill 

passes first reading 


Ban dangerous dogs 


The Knesset this week passed the 
first reading of the bottle deposit 
bill, which would place a refund¬ 
able deposit on recyclable drink 
bottles. The bill was promoted by 
the Economic Committee, chaired 
by Amnon Rubinstein (Meretz), 
and was initiated by MKs Avraham 
Poraz (Shinui), Dedi Zucker 
(Meretz), Marina Solodkin lYtsrael 
Ba’aliya), and Eliezer Zandbers 


The Economics Committee is to 
draw up a list of breeds of “danger¬ 
ous dogs" whose import to Israel 
will be limited. The move is in 
preparation for the passage of two 
bills concerning owning dangerous 
dogs. The bills will not affect the 
security forces. Committee chair¬ 
man Amnon Rubiasiein t Meretz) 
asked the Health and Agriculture 
ministries to provide information 
on the breeds most frequently 
involved in attacks as well as infor¬ 
mation from other countries. 
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bitterness, fear 
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Bereaved mothers f-aia Faumas (right) and Oma Shimoni meet with Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, Interior Minister Eli 
Suissa and other ministers yesterday to discuss the situation in Lebanon. (Kevia Unger) 


to be the unwillingness of SLA 
troops to travel to and from the 
Annan outpost 

Meanwhile, there wore uncon¬ 
firmed reports that the two 
Hizbullah gunmen recently killed 
by membere of the Golani Brigade's 
elite Hgoz unit near Talousa village, 
in the central sector of south 
Lebanon, had been responsible for 
the bombs that killed five Golani 
soldiers near tire EDFs Tel Kabah 
position several weeks ago. 


vans east of Ma’aleh Micbmash; a 
caravan one kilometer west of 
Talmon; a caravan two kilometers 
south of Ma’aleh Levona: and four 
caravans two kilometers south of 
Shilo. 

The petitioners claim that in dll 
locations settlers built access roads 
leading to the hilltops. Some of the 
encampments were established 
under the communities' planning 
schemes and others on state land. 

“The issues will be checked in the 
High Court and we will abide by 
the court ruling.” said civil adminis¬ 
tration spokesman Lt Peter Lerner. 

In past weeks the civil adminis¬ 
tration has removed several 
encampments in the Kedumim area 
and on a hilltop near Yitzhar. 
Lerner stressed that, just as the 
administration does not demolish 
Palestinian structures if they are 
built under the planning scheme, 
the same policy applies to struc¬ 
tures built by Jewish residents in 
Judea and Samaria. 


In Kifl Harith, a Palestinian vil¬ 
lage neighboring Ariel, the ques¬ 
tion . on everyone's mind yester¬ 
day was when will the Israeli 
bulldozers strike again. 

The voice of Mahmud Abdel- 
Kader Shakur, whose house was 
partially, demolished cm Monday, 
quivered bitterly as he recounted 
the tom of events that led the bull¬ 
dozers from the Trans-Samaria 
Highway up the dirt road to the 
extension he built for his children 
six years ago. 

A second house in the village 
was also demolished, this one in 
its entirety, and its owners, the 
Qadoura • famil y, now live in a 
khaki tern supplied by the 
Palestinian Authority. 

“I have eight children, I needed 
the extra space for them,” said 
Shakur. 

Shakur applied to the Civil 
Administration for retroactive 
approval of the addition in 1996, 
bat was rebuffed. 

Accenting to Lt Peter Lerner, 
spokesman for die Civil 
Administr ation, its policy is to 
refuse building pennies to resi¬ 
dents of West Bank areas that lack 
official building plans - even if 
the parson residing in the house 
owns the land on which it is built. 
This is die same policy that is 
applied in Israel, be said. 

In effect, this means there is no 
mechanism enabling Palestinians 
in such areas to build legally. 

Kifl Harith, which has 5,000 
residents, is located in Area C, 
which means it is under complete 
Israeli security control, with the 
PA exercising some civilian pow¬ 
ers, but not planning powers. 

In practice, there has been a 
sharp drop-off in bouse demoli¬ 
tions in recent months, and Noga 
Kidman, a staffer at B’tsdem - 
the Israel Center for Human 
Rights in the Occupied Territories 
- said it was too early to tell 
whether the demolitions portend a 
reversal of that policy. 

According to Lerner, the Ovil 
Administration has given retroac¬ 
tive approval to 3,000 iHegaily- 
butit Palestinian structures in the 
West Bank since die 1993 Oslo 
Agreement, all of diem in areas 
that have building plans. 

Another small room in Shakur’s 
house was left intact Monday by 
the Civil Administration, which, 
he said, cited humanitarian rea- 


If anything, the antral cTto; 

bulldozers Monday, 
touched off a confrontation wnh 
soldiers, has broughtthe wo«’ 
feare of at least one other mmigr 

closer to reality. 

During the clash, two soldier* 
were Hgbtly wounded by 

stonethrowere. while seven re*; 

dents were lightly injured by rob- 
her-coated bullets and tear gas. 

-Of course the bulldozers can 

come again at any time,” said Alia 
Youssef Shakur, sister-m-law and 
neighbor of Mahmud Shakur. - 
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sons. 

But no one in Kifl Harith 
seemed impressed. 


Mahmud Abdel-Kader Shakur] 
(Ben Lynfiek^i 

She has received a demolition 
order for the part of her three- 
room house that she uses as a 
kitchen, on tbe grounds it was 
added illegally. “I'll have to move 
the gas and everything else into 
the bedroom, if it’s still stand¬ 
ing.” she said “We have roofed 
the entire bouse together so we 
will probably lose the entire 
house.” 

Nawal Salameh. an agricultur¬ 
al engineer at the Agricultural 
Relief Committee, a Jerusalem 
Palestinian non-governmental 
organization, views Monday’s 
demolitions as part of a larger 
policy to limit the Arab presence 
in the area, while expanding the 
Jewish one. > 

“If die Israeli population in the 4 
settlements outnumbers the 
Palestinian population, it means 
the area will belong to them in the 
final status,” she said “If the . 
bouse is not ficensed they have a 
pretext to demolish tL Thal'is why 
they don't give licenses." ‘ 

Lerner countered that political 
factors do not enter into demoli¬ 
tion derisions. “As for as we are 
concerned, each structure is 
approached on a professional and 
legal basis to see if it is in viola¬ 
tion of planning laws." 


Suspected Awadallah 
accomplice remanded - 


By MARGOT DUDKEVTTCH 


The Beit El Military Court yes¬ 
terday extended the remand of a 
37-year-old US citizen suspected 
of transferring funds to Adel 
Awadallah, the former leader of 
the Hamas military wing Izzadin 
Kassam who was killed by IDF 
forces in September. 

Jamil Salim Suliman Tsartsur, 
who lives in Milwaukee, was 
arrested by the IDF in El Bireh on 
October 23 during a family visit. 
The court ordered Tsartsur to 
remain in custody until the end of 
his trial. 

He is charged with carrying out 
services for an illegal organization. 

Military prosecutor LL Eli Bar- 
On said Tsartsur, a well-estab¬ 
lished businessman in the US. 
received a note from Awadallah 
while visiting relatives in El Bireh 
in September 1996. 

The note told him he was con¬ 
sidered a fugitive by Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority and asked 
him to send funds. 

Awadallah had previously met 
Tsartsur’s brother Salah and 
shared a RamaJlah prison cell 
with him. 


Tsartsur agreed to open an 
account in the US, together with 
his brother Salah, and send money 
to fund Awadallah's activities. 

Bar-On said that from 1996 until 
this year. Tsartsur visited El Bireh 
on a number of occasions, bring¬ 
ing with him bank checks which 
he cashed and transferred to 
Awadallah via the aging mother of 
Hamas leader Sheikh Mohammed 
Abu Ter, who was detained in 
prison part of that period. 

Bar On said Tsartsur claims 
some $35,000 was given to 
Awadallah. Bar On said that when 
captured, Tsartsur was carrying 
approximately $67,500. 

Bar On said new charges will be 
filed against Ter, who was arrest¬ 
ed following Awadallah’s death. 

If found guilty, Tsartsur can 
face up to 10 years in prison, Bar- 
On said, adding that the date of 
the trial has yet to be set. 

Meanwhile, IDF soldiers dis¬ 
persed scores of Palestinians dur¬ 
ing clashes at the Tank Junction 
in Hebron yesterday morning. 

No IDF troops were injured, but 
Palestinians reported that three 
Palestinian youths were injured 
by rubber bullets. 


Knesset bans human 
cloning — for five years 


By WtAGHBEWT 


The Ami-Genetic Intervention 
Law that will ban attempts to 
clone human beings was passed 
unanimously by the Knesset yes¬ 
terday. 

However, the ban is only to be in 
effect for the next five years, to 
enable greater study of the possi¬ 
ble social, legal, moral and scien¬ 
tific implications of cloning. The 
law won't affect scientific research 
on other species. 

\alr 1 u legis -^ i0n sponsored by 
MK H^ga, Merom (Labor), who 
noted that since Dolly the sheeD 
was cloned in Scotland the world 
5®* h** 0 , watching closely to see if 
it could lead to human cloning “It 


has become more and more possi¬ 
ble, he said. 

“It is a threat to the human race 
in the same way as tile nuclear 
threat,” he said, “since, it can bring 
about an end to the human race.” 
In a quip befitting tbe election sea¬ 
son, Merom said: “I think thafone 
Binyamin Netanyahu is enough 
for the country. One Amnon 
Shahak and one Ehud Barak are 
also enough.” The law defines the 
types of prohibited genetic inter¬ 
vention as any act aimed at 
cloning, multiplying or creating a 
human that is chromosomally 
identical to another human. It is to 
be subject to the supervision and 
recommendations of tbe Helsinki 
Committee. 
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MKs demand Y2K bug boss 
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By JUDY SIEGEL 

With the clock ticking towards January 1, 
2000, the Knesset Science and Technology 
Committee yesterday demanded the 
appointment of a single minister who would 
be responsible for ensuring the entire gov¬ 
ernment is ready to handle the Y2K bug. 

Committee chairman MK Michael 
Nudelman called on Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu to name a cabinet 
member who would have the authority to set 
polity in the field and instruct all the min¬ 
istries to take action. 

The committee also recommended that a 
supervisory apparatus for government deci- 


Dropout 
rate from 
school 
double for 
Ethiopians 

By ARYEH DEAN COHEN 


tj Despite some progress in recent 
s' years, serious problems still face 
, Ethiopian immigrant youngsters 

* seeking to integrate in the Israeli 

i .school system. This includes a 
^oropour rate of 6.2% - double the 
'"3.5% rate in the general popula¬ 
tion. according to a new srudy by 
the JDC-Brookdale Institute. 

Among those who came prior to 
1991, the rate is 10.4%, and it is 
9% among boys overall. “Hidden" 
dropouts are also a problem, with 
14% of the pupils reported absent 
at least one full day a week, for 
reasons other than illness or vaca¬ 
tion. 

Not all is bleak, however 66% 
of high school youth are integrated 
into lull matriculation programs, 
and the proportion of Ethiopian 
immigrant high school graduates 
and are eligible for matriculation 
certificates has risen to about 20%, 
compared to about 7% in the early 
1980s. 

Moreover, the study shows, a 
considerable number of Ethiopian 
youths receive grades of 80 or high¬ 
er, including 35% of them in 
Hebrew and 27% in math. There 
bas been improvement in social 
integration as well, with 84% 
reporting they spend time with non¬ 
immigrant youths during recess. 

On the down side, however, 19% 
fail Hebrew and 32% flunk math. 
About a third of these pupils 
receive no personal academic 
assistance during or after school, a 
factor that was found to greatly 
improve grades among the more 
successful pupils. 

There are 10,500 Ethiopian 
immigrant youths aged 12-18 in 
Israel, with the study focusing on 
a sample of 850 youths and 360 of 
V>. their mothers. Their teachers were 
1 also questioned in the poll, con¬ 
ducted from April-July 1997, and 
which had a 1.5% margin of error. 

The students come from weak 
starting points, with 18% from sin¬ 
gle-parent families, and some 25% 
living in homes with six or more 
children under age 18. Almost half 
have fathers aged 55 or over who 
often are not working. 

Study habits were Found to often 
be problematic, and parents were 
found to play no significant role in 
choosing their children's school. 
Most of the parents reported know¬ 
ing nothing about what their chil¬ 
dren do in school, and complained 
about relations with school staff. 

MK Adisu Massala said the 
improvements noted in the study 
“are simply natural improvements 
that would be expected over time. 
After all, there are children who 
were bora here or who came at an 
early age, who don't need much sup¬ 
port. Bui the Education Ministry has 
not managed to help the group that 
needs special assistance, and that’s 
the reason for the dropouts as well" 
The study was initiated and 
funded by the Education and 
Absorption ministries, JDC-Israel, 
and a grant from Edythe and 
Martin Grodnick. 


sions on the 2000 bug be set up in the Prime 
Minister's Office, and that it increase coor¬ 
dination among the ministries through a 
special forum. 

A vocal dispute arose at the session among 
Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister's 
Office MK Michael Eilan, Prime Minister's 
Office Director-General Moshe Leon and 
MK Alex Lubotzky, chairman of the Science 
Committee's subcommittee on the Y2K bug. 

Lubotzky said that the need to update 
computer programs to handle four digits 
representing the new millennium is a world 
problem and a “concrete threat that pro¬ 
duces an emergency known in advance." 

He continued that he bad begun to find 


himself “in the absurd position of being 
asked to direct the government's prepared¬ 
ness efforts while being on the edge of vio¬ 
lating the separation between the legislative 
and executive branches. But I will not give up 
the fight until the government takes responsi¬ 
bility for implementing preparations." 

Leon claimed that only two ministries 
have so far failed to report on their prepara¬ 
tions for the 2000 bug, even though all were 
to have done so in September. He added that 
the Prime Minister's Office has hired an 
outside expert to examine the ministries’ 
reports on the subject 

Meanwhile, Eitan said that a centralized 
coordinating body is not desirable, and that 


in the US, such a body was established only 
to exchange information and make sure 
computer systems are compatible. A special 
cabinet meeting will be scheduled, and the 
premier will discuss the ministiy reports 
and make his comments. Eitan added. 

The cost of preparing for the problems aris¬ 
ing from the millennium bug will cost local 
banks some $100 million, Israel Discount 
Bank executive vice president Menahem 
GuHerman said Monday. Analysts said, how¬ 
ever, that the banks wifi need to spend much 
more on solving the problem. 

Meta Group CEO Jimmy Schwarzkopf 
said he estimates that the banks will have to 
spend $150m.-S200m. 


in brief 



Hands across the sea 

Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon (right) meets with El Salvador Ambassador Rafael Angel Alfaro Pineda yesterday in Jerusalem. 
El Salvador and Costa Rica are the only two countries that maintain embassies in the capital. {Yitzhak EHunr/stcMp wd 

Polish Jews regain site of Nazi-destroyed synagogue 


By MARILYN HEHRY 

NEW YORK - The Jewish con¬ 
gregation in the Polish Baltic port 
city of Gdansk, once known as 
Danzig, has regained, the site of a 
synagogue destroyed by the Nazis, 
while many of .its artifacts remain at 
the Jewish Museum in New York. 

Jakub Szadaj, chairman of the 
200-strong congregation, said a 
miniature of the Great Synagogue 


would be built on the 2,000 sq.m, 
site, the Polish news agency 
reported. 

The synagogue was returned 
under a 1997 agreement between the 
government and Poland's Jewish 
congregations for the restitution of 
synagogues, cemeteries, and other 
religious communal properly. 

On the eve of World War EL, the 
Jews of the Free City of Danzig 
were able to save the community's 


treasures, and many of its members, 
when they voted in December 1938 
to disband the Jewish community. 

The archives were sent to 
Jerusalem; the Great Synagogue 
was dismantled; and the communi¬ 
ty “sold” the contents of its two 
active synagogues and its museum 
to the Joint Distribution Committee, 
to finance the emigration of its 
members, according to a published 
report by Vivian Mann of the New 


York museum. 

The director of the Jewish 
Museum, which is affiliated with the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, was 
not immediately available yesterday 
to comment about the. artifacts, 
including whether the- miiseum 
would consider returning a portion 
of them to thePofish community. 1 

On July 26.1939, 2 tons of arti¬ 
facts from Danzie arrived in New 
York. 


Foreign Ministiy investigating new leak 

An internal Foreign Ministry investigation is underway after a pri¬ 
vate letter from Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon to Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu was leaked to the press - before it was even 
sent oul In the letter, Sharon complained about Netanyahu’s senior 
advisor Uzi Arad, who, according to Sharon, was scheduling top- 
level meetings for himself abroad without coordinating with the 
Foreign Ministry. This is the second investigation to be mounted 
recently. Last month, Collette Avital, director of the European divi¬ 
sion, was accused of leaking a secret document to the press and was 
sent on leave until the investigation is completed. Dimna Harman. 

Health funds to provide uniform service basket 

Starting Friday, the basic basket of services provided by the four 
public health funds will be uniform, following Health Minister 
Yehoshua Matza’s decision this week not to extend the “intermediate 
period of the National Health Insurance Law that was extended for a 
year last January. This means that all the insurers have to supply a 
minimum basket of services equal to that offered by Kupat Holim 
Clalit - the largest health fund - in January 1994, plus new medica¬ 
tions and treatments added to the basket since the law took effect on 
January 1.1995. An element of competition will remain, however, as 
the health funds can offer higher-quality professionals and service and 
various extras and supplementary programs; they also can vary their 
charges for co-payments and visits to medical specialists. Jitdy Siegel 

Israel Prize for Hebrew and Jewish languages 

Prof. Menahem Banitt and Prof. Zevi Kaddari were yesterday 
named winners of the Israel Prize in the Study of Hebrew and 
Jewish languages, the Education Ministry announced. 

The prize committee cited Bannit. 84, for a major contribution on 
the glossaries written in French by Jews in the Middle Ages. He has 
also contributed to an understanding of the teaching methods in 
houses of study [batei midrash J of the Middle Ages. 

Kaddari. 73, of Bar-Ilan University is a leading researcher on 
Hebrew language, post-biblical Hebrew composition and semantics. 
He was also cited for his contribution to modern Hebrew as vice- 
president of the Hebrew Language Academy Jerusalem Past Staff 

Car exhaust pollution kills 300 a year in Tel Aviv 

The Environment Ministry has registered more than 600 viola¬ 
tions of permitted air pollution levels in Tel Aviv this year, and the 
main source has been motor vehicles. The figure was presented to > 
Mayor Ron Huldai in a meeting with ministry Director-General 
Nehama Ronen and ministry specialists. The figures indicated that 
some 300 people a year die in Tel Aviv because of air pollution. 

It was decided to erect a fifth monitoring station for pollution lev¬ 
els and to establish a senior-level ministry-municipality team to 
reduce air pollution levels.Among solutions that the team will dis¬ 
cuss is closure of the city to traffic on particularly problematic days, 
as happens in Paris. Liat Collins 

CIS immigrants: We’re here for our children 

More than half the immigrants from the CIS say they came here 
for the sake of their children's future, a poll of the newcomers taken 
by the Jewish Agency and released yesterday reveals. Despite 
reports of growing antisemitism and economic woes in the CIS. 

52% of respondents cited this as their main reason for coming. 
However, the poll was taken - between February and August-3998; - - 
before cither problem had become as serious.as it is currently /* j 
. -A total of l,783.questjpnnaires were, - colleered. repreSenting.4;090. 
of the 22,441 immigrants flown here during this period. It : fia^ , i jr ; ri 
margin of error of 3%. Ary eh Dean Cohen 


Rehovot woman 
undergoes rare 
lung transplant 


By JUDY SIEGEL 

A 29-year-old mother of two, 
suffering from a progressive lung 
disease, underwent the first trans¬ 
plant in Israel of two lobes of lungs 
taken from a deceased donor. 

Such a double procedure is 
extremely rare in the world, but it 
has saved the fife of the Rehovot 
woman. 

The transplant was performed ar 
Sheba Hospital at Tel Hashomer 
by a team headed by Prof. Alon 
Yellin. head of the hospiial’s tho¬ 
racic surgery department 

Yellin said yesterday that the 
lung lobes began functioning 
immediately, and she is expected 
to breathe without a respirator 
some time today. 

The woman, who came on aliya 
from Ethiopia with her husband a 
few years ago, suffered from sar¬ 
coidosis, a disease of unknown 
origin marked by small bumps in 
the tissue around bodily organs, 
including the lungs. 

This can lead to swelling and 
fibrosis and destruction of the tis¬ 
sue. During the past few months, 
she has been connected to an oxy¬ 
gen tank 'round the clock. 


Six weeks ago a suitable lung 
donor was found, but because of 
family and religious objections 
she refused to go to the hospital. 
But soon she was rushed to 
Kaplan Hospital in serious condi¬ 
tion and needed a respirator. On 
Sunday, a young man died in 
Beersheba and his family agreed 
to donate his lungs, and she was 
transferred from Kaplan to Sheba. 

Although the woman has Type 
AB blood and the deceased had 
Type A, and his lungs were twice 
the size that could fit in her chest, 
the doctors decided to seek a radi¬ 
cal solution. 

A lobe was cut from each of the 
donated lungs and transplanted 
into the woman in a very compli¬ 
cated operation. 

Unlike lobes from a liver taken 
from a live donor, lung tissue does 
not regenerate in an adult recipient 
or donor. 

“If a lung of suitable size had 
been available, I would have trans¬ 
planted it." Yellin said, “but she 
was in critical condition, so we 
had to act quickly. About two 
years ago, we transplanted a single 
lobe from a cadaver, but doing two 
is highly unusual." 
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Education Ministiy to 
new classrooms in Arab 
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ByAKYBI PEAMCOffiM 

Provided there is a 1999 budget, 
the Education Ministry plans to 
build some 420new classrooms this 
year in the Arab sector as port of 
implemeniation of a new five-year 
plan for dosing both physical and 
educational gaps that have grown 
over the years. 

The plan is in keeping with rec¬ 
ommendations made try the Ben- 
Peretz Committee established to 
recommend improvements in the 
Arab sector's school system. 


gram will not end completely, but 
will be hampered by the fact that the 
minis tiy will only be able to make 
monthly financial commitments. 

He stressed the importance of the 
five-year plan and the need to close 
gaps between the Arab and Jewish 
sectors, but warned such improve¬ 
ments wifi take time. 

“Those schools which aren’t 
hooked up to electricity today 
weren’t hooked up in 1992, either," 
he said. “If you ask me, we will 
need a third five-year plan down the 
road for the Arab sector. If about 


Separate committees are currently , 50% of the. last five-year plan was 
preparing recommendations regard- implemented, even if this one is 

* ■ ~« m i a j !.__J Aitl ic 


ing separate plans for the Druse and 
Beduin sectors. 

Education Minister Yitzhak Levy, 
presenting the ministry’s plan to the 
Knesset Education Committee yes¬ 
terday, stressed that if the budget is 
not passed, rite construction pro- 



implemented in full, whoever is 
education minister five years from 
now will have to implement anothff 
such plan to close the gaps, hit 
within 10 years it can be done if it's 
handled professionally.- You can’t 
dote the gaps of 50 years in a year 


build 420 
sector in ’99 

or five years." 

Levy had good news and bad 
news regarding the implementation 
of the Ben-Peretz committee’s rec¬ 
ommendations. 

As regards construction of the 
classrooms, one of the major prob¬ 
lem areas cited by the Ben-Peretz 
Committee. Levy said “this wifi be 
completed in fidT including con¬ 
struction of kindergartens and 
replacement of flammable struc¬ 
tures, and added that all the neces¬ 
sary budgets for this have been 
found. 

However, regarding pedagogic 
improvements, including more 
school psychologists and various 
programs designed 10 improve the 
quality of education available in the 
Arab sector schools. Levy said that 
less than 50% of the necessary fund¬ 
ing had been obtained due to bud¬ 
getary' Limitations. 



Annual interest on 6 and 12-month US Dollar deposits 

Foreign or Israeli residents 
now you can enjoy a particularly high rate of interest 
with our special US Dollar deposits. 


Regardless of which bank you work with, 
stop in at any branch of Mizrahi Bank or call us direct 


1-800 
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40 years of Fidel 


. 6 f~| there will be freedom 
I for those who speak 
JL in our favor, and for 
those who speak against us and 
criticize us. There wiJI be free¬ 
dom for all men.” 

Women too, no doubt, 
although the quote from 40 
years ago. New Year’s Day 
1959. predates feminism. Not 
that it mattered - 

the speaker was_ 

Fidel Castro, and it 
■ was all lies. 

Mere days later, 

Castro called for 
the murder of a 
bunch of counter- 
revolutionary ruffi¬ 
ans who opposed 
his rule. 

He explained: 

“When the total 
number of ruffians 
who will be shot is 
calculated, they 
come to fewer than 
the number that 
Batista’s forces murdered in a 
single towo." 

That was all right then - “we 
who are about to criticize, 
salute thee," as a Roman gladi¬ 
ator might have said to his 
emperor. 

Unlike an emperor, Castro 
took a vote on it. This was 
democracy in action. 

‘Those who agree with the 
justice that is being carried out, 
those who agree that the hench¬ 
men should be shot, raise your 
hands." [Mob cheers and hands 
soared towards the Havana 
sky.] “Gentlemen of the diplo¬ 
matic corps, reporters of the 
entire continent: The jury of a 
million Cubans has spoken its 
verdict." 


Column One 



Where’s the beef? 

The Western Left has always 
had a problem with Fidel 
Castro. 

In their eyes he has passed 
from revolutionary freedom 
fighter to avuncular grand old 
man of idealistic socialism. 

The bit in the middle - the 
dictator and murderer he swore- 
never to become - is a bit fuzzy 
in the pink glow of happy 
Cuban peasants bringing home 
the sugar tbut not much bacon.) 
When be visited Spain, no one 
did an Aogusto Pinochet on 
him and sought to make him 
account for-the murders-of his 
'regime.- - • • 

■ Castro’s “freedom for all” 
speech was made in the eastern 
city of Santiago only hours 
after the truly nasty thug, 
Fulgenrio Batista, took a mid¬ 
night flight out of Cuba to the 
Dominican Republic - giving 
Cubans the best New Year’s 
present for 1959 that they could 
have dreamed of. 

The legendary Fidel and his 
warriors had come down from 
the mountains victorious. They 
were not communists but 
nationalists, they carried the 
banner of the equally legendary 
hero of independence, Jose 
Marti. 

What red-blooded Cuban 
would not have cheered? 
Batista had turned their 
Christian nation into a whore¬ 
house for wealthy American 
sleazebags, a poorhouse for the 
masses, and a charnel house for 
whoever opposed him. 

This was freedom indeed. 


the hundreds of thousands who 
poured out of towns and coun¬ 
tryside to bang on his every 
word and form human trains 
and triumphal arches for his 
progress to Havana. 

From the lowliest farm-hand 
to the more enlightened of 
Havana’s upper classes, 
Cubans did not want to elect 
this dashing young 
hero president - 
they wanted to elect 
him God. 

Even the Americans, 
who had shamelessly 
gobbled die crumbs 
from Batista's table 
and allowed their cit¬ 
izens to abuse Cu¬ 
bans with impunity, 
gave a hesitant wel¬ 
come to Castro. 
Revolutions are 
funny that way. 
After (he thugs and 
mafiosi have depart¬ 
ed, be they Bourbon, 
Czarist or Batista, a certain out¬ 
break of vengeance is pre¬ 
dictable and understandable. It 
may be even justifiable, as long 
as due process and moderation 
are the role, for vengeance is a 
meal best eaten cold. 

Before that first month of the 
glorious revolution was out, 
many former decent citizens 
had become accessories to 
mass torture and murder. There 
would be no return from their 
stained ideals or from the justi¬ 
fications they would have to 
concoct for the next 40 years to 
hide the guilt of their blood- 
lust. 

Kangaroo people’s courts 
sent 200 people to execution by 
the end of the first month. By 
the end of the 1960s 5,000 
Cubans had been executed by 
the murderous new dictator 
who had lied about having no 
intention of taking power. 

He also lied about his “demo¬ 
cratic” revolution, baring all in 
a famous speech where he 
declared he was. and always 
had been, a communist. 


Citizen killers 
Fidel promised multi-party 
elections - “I am not interested 
in power, nor do I envisage 
assuming it at any time" - to 


No cheer 

Thus Fidel entered history on 
the wrong side in the Cold War 
and brought 40 years of eco¬ 
nomic ruin on Cuba. So why 
are the Left, and even centrist 
liberals, still somewhat soft on 
FtdeMong after they have con¬ 
signed such communist thugs- 
as • Ceaucescu, - Mao and 
Brezhnev to the trash cans 
parked in posterity’s back 
yard? 

He probably fits in the cate¬ 
gory of flawed hero for many, 
certainly for many Cubans. The 
evil he overthrew was much 
more vast than the evil he 
spawned. 

The good he began was well 
intentioned and inspiring - half 
a million volunteers spread 
across the country io educate 
the legacy of nearly a million 
illiterates left by Batista. 

Although half of Cuba’s 
6,000 doctors fled after the rev¬ 
olution, Cuba today has 60,000 
doctors in a population of 11 
million. 

Stingy social progress is little 
comfort for the Cuban exiles 
and for those who have spent 
most of Castro’s role behind 
bars - their lives stolen for 
ever. 

It is doubtful that after be is 
gone the paltry achievements 
of 40 gloomy years will merit 
even one cheer from Cubans 
for the man who arrived a hero 
but remained a dictator. 
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Russia: Buying by barter 
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As the Russian economy continues to tumble, electric companies 
are accepting food and other goods in return for power. 


By RICHARD C. PADDOCK 


SMOLENSK, Russia - Every 
hour, thousands of shiny cans of 
beef and pork roll off the assembly 
line at die Smoimyaso cannery 
here. For die company, it's better 
than printing rubles. 

In this part of the world, 
Smolmyaso’s cans of meat are as 
good as cash.- 

The cannery trades its finished 
product for cows and pigs to 
slaughter, aluminum to make the 
cans, equipment to can tbo meat, 
electricity to run the equipment 
and cardboard boxes to ship the 
cans. It even pays its taxes in 
canned beef and pork. 

“Canned meat has become like 
the dollar here," said Smoimyaso 
Director Vadim Skorbyashchev, 
holding up one of the cans. “These 
are our dollars." 

With the dismantling of the 
Soviet command economy. 
Western advisers and international 
lenders expected a modern market 
economy to emerge in Russia. 

Instead, a medieval system of 
barter has grown in its place. 

Economist Dmitri S. Lvov, an 
adviser to Prime Minister Yevgeny 
M. Primakov, estimates tear 70 
percent of Russia's economy oper¬ 
ates through the cashless exchange 
of goods and sendees. 

‘Tor seven years, we have been 
brainwashed into believing we 
were headed for a market econo¬ 
my," said Lvov, director of the 
Central Institute of Economy and 
Mathematics in Moscow. “Seven 
years later, we realize we have 
ended in a son of feudal commu¬ 
nism where forks and knives are 
exchanged for oil. and oil is 
exchanged for tires." 

Struggling businesses are com¬ 
pelled to negotiate complex trades 
that can involve more than half a 
dozen companies and span thou¬ 
sands of kilometers. Local govern¬ 
ments finance their budgets with 
milk, lumber and vodka teat they 
receive in taxes. Down-and-out 
commodities brokers who once 
negotiated major international 
sales now search tee Internet for 
companies with something to 
trade. 

Workers are paid in products 
they make or in goods their 
employers acquire by barter. 
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being produced by tee aging 


Russian economists attribute the rise of barter to state policies that restricted the supply of money. 


(AP) 


BARTER first became widespread 
in Russia in 1994. when investors, 
bankers and even factory man¬ 
agers found it more profitable to 
invest their money in get-rich- 
quick schemes than in manufac¬ 


turing or agriculture, diverting 
cash that could have been invested 
in production. 

The system of cashless transac¬ 
tions has spread to most of the 14 
other nations that emerged from 
the former Soviet Union, which 
are plagued by the same economic 
problems facing Russia. Gazprom, 
the giant Russian energy company, 
recently agreed to accept $1.3 bil¬ 
lion worth of food and other goods 
from Ukraine and Belarus as pay¬ 
ment for debts outstanding for nat¬ 
ural gas. 

With their reliance on barter, 
most Russian companies have 
weathered the economic crisis’ 
triggered’in August when the gov¬ 
ernment froze foreign-debt pay¬ 
ments and the ruble began falling 
to about 30 percent of its previous 
value. 

After all, the plunging ruble and 
the collapse of the banking sector 
have less significance to business¬ 
es that hardly deal in money any¬ 
way. 


Tn such conditions, barter is our 
only outlet,” said Mikhail Vynov. 
tee Smolensk region's economic 
adviser. “Everybody understands 
that it’s one of tee worst evils an 
economy can be possessed by. 
Barter corrodes, corrupts and 
eventually destroys the economy. 
But the bitter irony of our situation 
is that right now it is our only 
means of salvation." 

Lvov and other Russian econo- 
mi sis attribute the rise of barter to 
government policies that restricted 
the supply of money available to 
industry and agriculture. 

Aid from the International 
Monetary Fund and other major 
lenders was granted wife-fee idea 
that Russia would maintain a tight 
monetary policy. ’ 

So-called young reformers 
brought in by President Boris 
Yeltsin to build a marker economy 
instead helped create a sy stem of 
gangster capitalism teat trans¬ 
ferred much of tee country ’s cash 
to foreign bank accounts. And 


rather than encouraging invest¬ 
ment in production, Yeltsin’s gov-, 
eminent attracted money to its 
own treasury by selling short-term 
bonds that paid interest rates of up 
to 200 percent. 

“The ‘young reformers' have 
managed to eliminate tee line for 
goods that existed in Soviet times 
and replace it with a line for 
money" Lvov said. 

Now. with Russia’s tight money 
policy, the fallen ruble las become 
Russia's second currency, accord¬ 
ing to government figures. On 
November 30. Russia's Central 
Bank reports, there were 191.9 bil¬ 
lion rubles in circulation - tee 
valent of SI 0.7 billion at the 
icial rate.-By contrast, there are 


S30 billion to S40 bilGcm worth of 
US bills in circulation in Russia. 
Primakov said in a recent speech. 

Most of the dollars are the per¬ 
sonal savings of individuals who 
keep them hidden in their apart¬ 
ments. safe from devaluations and 
bank closures. The prime minister 


industrial machine Russia mheril- 

ed from the Soviet Union, 
observed Kirill Vishnepolsky. 
business editor of the Kommersant 
Daily newspaper. - 

producers of low-grade goods 

have little choice but to trade vnto 
other companies making products .. 
of similar poor quality’ - and v# 
blame their problems on the coun- -w 

try’s lack of money, he said. 

One company teat appears to be 
thriving under tee barter system is 
the Smoimyaso cannery, which 
has nearly tripled its work force, 
from 792 to 2,200 employees, in 
tee past five years. t . . . 

The enterprise has established 
five pig and cattle farms with a 
total of 5,000 animals, built up a 
fleet of 200 vehicles, opened a 
bakery and begun construction on 
a block of apartments. It has start¬ 
ed processing hides and making 
shoes from fee leather so it will 
have more goods to exchange with 
suppliers who raise cattle and 
pigs. And it has opened 60 retail 
outlets to sell its canned meat foiv 
cash. w 

To keep tee system operating, 
tee company usually pays its sup¬ 
pliers a share of the finished prod¬ 
ucts. 

For example, the cannery 
receives animals from fanners, 
slaughters them and sends. the 
hides to a tannery in Yaroslavl, 
about 550 kilometers northeast of 
Smolensk. The tannery tans fee 
hides, keeping a percentage of the 
leather in payment. Smoimyaso 
gets the remaining hides back, fin¬ 
ishes processing fee leather and 
uses it to pay fee formers who pro¬ 
vided fee animals. 

Across town, however, barter is 
not working nearly so well for the 
Diffuzion machine tool factory, 
which once supplied high-preci¬ 
sion tools to factories across A 
Russia. It declared bankruptcy in * 
tee summer of 1997 but still keeps 
operating rather than laying off its 
workers. 

“The mr^tn^buildiQSJhdustry 
has basically been paralyzed” 
Diffuzion Director Vladimir 
Moiseyev said. “We need ball 
bearings made by a company in 
Saratov. The factory feat manufac¬ 
tures ball bearings is. bankrupt. 

But we are also bankrupt, so we 
pay for the ball bearings with 
drills." (Los Angeles Times) 




V 


r~- liXiA 




Internal strife escalates in Angola 


So long has war dragged on that, for many Angolans, it has become the central feature of life 


By LYRIC DUKE 


2 


r ita Camigi fidgets nervously, 
her gaze downcast, as she 
(tells what Angola's dirty 
war has done to girls like her. 

Kidnapped by Angola's UNITA 
rebels and moved from base to 
base for four months. Zita, 16, and 
seven other girls, aged 13 to 19, 
were used by the rebels for cook¬ 
ing. cleaning and rape. 

“Some of us were used like 
women," Zita explains shyly, days 
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after fighting at a UNITA base 
gave her group a chance to escape 
to a refugee camp in tee southern 
town of Luena. 

With tee upsurge in fighting in 
recent weeks, press-ganging of 
civilians is not unique to UNITA, 
tee National Union for fee Total 
Independence of Angola. 

Mothers fear for their sons as the 
government array seizes young 
men for military duty. In Luena, 
army troops last week went house 
to house in the dark of night to 
search for youths and teen sent 
truckloads of them off to battle - 
no doubt as cannon fodder, a 
diplomat said. 

These practices testify to the 
desperation of Angola’s long war 
and the failure of diplomacy to 
solve this seemingly unsolvable 
conflict feat has ebbed and flowed 
for more than 20 years. 

Fighting around key cities in 
recent months - the heaviest in 
four years - has shattered the 1994 
Lusaka Peace Protocol, set back 
efforts to stabilize a bru talize d 


nation and created hundreds of 
thousands of homeless people in 
what the UN calls a “rapidly 
spreading humanitarian crisis.” 

The escalation began with a gov¬ 
ernment assault earlier this month 
on the UNITA headquarters of 
leader Jonas Savimbi. Generalized 
fighting has broken out since then 
in other regions. 

With government troops control¬ 
ling tee towns and UNITA rebels 
controlling much of the country¬ 
side. it is a war that neither side 
can win decisively, several ana¬ 
lysts said. 


THE roots of the war go back to 
well before Angola's indepen¬ 
dence from Portuguese colonial¬ 
ism in 1975, when separate libera¬ 
tion armies coalesced around 
regional and ethnic rivalries. 

After independence, the war 
became a Cold War proxy fight 
The US backed UNITA, and the 
former Soviet Union supported the 
Popular Movement for tee 
Liberation of Angola, now fee rul- 
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ing MPLA party under President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 

When tee Cold War paradigm 
broke down in tee early 1990s, tee 
fight became a raw quest for 
power. 

Today, this nation of 12 million 
watches helplessly as its vast 
resources - sorely needed for 
social upliftment - are plundered 
ever more deeply by more war. 

Oil revenue finances dos 
Santos's government, diamond 
revenue aids Savimbi's UNITA, 
and officials on both sides profit 
personally from what one analyst 
here called a “postponed coun¬ 
try." 

So long has war dragged on that 
for many, it has become the central 
feature of Angolan life, its causes 
obscured by time. 

“I am not able to explain what 
the war is about because when I 
was bom it was already here," said 
Rita Anita, bom in 1963. Anita and 
her seven children are fed by the 
World Food Program, which has 
stockpiled food in Luena. 

Luena - about 800 tons south¬ 
east of Luanda, the capital, in 
sparsely populated Moxico 
province - is a faded junction for a 
railroad ruined by war. 

It is one of many government- 
controlled cities braced for a 
UNITA attack. It is to Luena that 
tens of thousands of people are 
streaming from tee hinterlands. 

It is the same in Huambo, 
Maiange. Kuito. and Urge, a few 
of the urban centers where more 
than 400,000 new war refugees 
have been counted in recent 


months, adding to the million-plus 
already displaced. 

All told, more than 20 years of 
war have forced 10 percent of 
Angola’s people from their homes 
and left more than 500,000’dead. 


THE UN largely blames UNITA 
for the breakdown of the Lusaka 
accord. 

The accord provided a step-by- 
step formula for ending the con¬ 
flict and integrating the warring 
parties into a unity government 
Savimbi appeared to accept it but 
cooperated only partially, while 
rearming, remobilizing and retak¬ 
ing one-third of the towns he had 
ceded to government control. 
Several rounds of UN and US 
sanctions against UNITA have had 
little effect on Savimbi's military 
capability. 

He made his feelings about tee 
protocol clear in a February 
speech. “The protocol is complete¬ 
ly against UNITA," Savimbi said, 
according to a transcript. “The pro¬ 
tocol is destroying UNITA. The 
protocol is a mystification... The 
international community came to 
Angola to violate our rights." 

Fed up with Savimbi’s tactics, the 
government began massive troop 
mobilizations nationwide, and even 
intervened in fee war in neighbor¬ 
ing Congo to rob UNITA of 
maneuvering room in border areas. 

This month, dos Santos told his' 
party congress that fee govern¬ 
ment would “conquer a definitive 
fy seeking Savimbi’s 
political and military neut raliza - 
tion." (The Washington Post) 
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Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge 
apologize for reign of terror 
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PHNOM PENH (Reuters) - 
X Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge made 
its first public apology yesterday 
for the 1970s “killing fields" reign 
of terror in which almost two mil¬ 
lion people died. 

«; jj v \ Asked at a news conference if he 

‘:r,.,X. was soriy for the suffering that 
claimed the lives of an estimated 
1.7 million Cambodians, former 
Khmer Rouge head of state Khieu 
Samphan looked straight at the 
questioner and answered in 
English: “Yes, sorry, very sorry.” 
ir *. “i would like to say sorry to the 
^■'4 people,” he continued in 
Cambodian. “Please forget the 
past and please be sorry for me. 
Please brothers and sisters forget 
the post and join together to devel¬ 
op the country." 

He said it was up to the 
Cambodian people to decide if he 
should stand trial. 

It was the first apology ever 
issued by a top leader of die 
Khmer Rouge for the deaths from 
torture, overwork, starvation and 
execution during the catastrophic 
1975-1979 agrarian revolution. 

Nuon Chea, who defected to the 
government with Khieu Samphan 
and was “brother No. 2'* to the late 
Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot, also 
apologized to all the victims of the 
-^/ambodian war. 

“Naturally, we are sorry; not 
only for the fives of the people, but 
also for the animals. They all died 
because we wanted to win the 
war." be said. 

But asked how many people he 
thought died under Khmer Rouge 
rule, he said: “Please leave this to 
history. This is an old story, please 
leave it to the past" 

Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea 
returned to Phnom Penh yesterday 
after receiving a “no arrest" 
pledge from the government. 
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Former Khmer Rouge leader Nuon Chea is escorted by bodyguards to his room yesterday after having lunch with Cambodian 

2_- tta- _rr_• tm__ 


Prime Minister Hun Sen in Phnom Penh. 


They came after Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, who in the past has said 
they should face an international 
tribunal, said Monday it was time 
“to bury the past" and it might not 
be in Cambodia’s best interests to 
put them on trial. 

Hun Sen held talks with the two 
earlier yesterday. 

In news conferences and inter¬ 
views in the past, Khmer Rouge 
leaders, including Khieu 


Samphan, have always brushed 
questions about deaths under 
Khmer Rouge role contemptuous¬ 
ly aside. 

Just hours earlier, the 67-year- 
old Khieu Samphan, his normally 
gray hair dyed black, bad smiled 
and expressed no remorse in 
response to questions about the 
killing fields. 

Asked at the news conference 
who was responsible for the 


killing fields, Khieu Samphan 
said: “This pan of history is over 
now. We consider it an experience 
in the history of the country.” 

While the government says the 
door is still open for a trial, politi¬ 
cal analysts doubt this will hap¬ 
pen. 

‘It does seem as if they are 
reassessing the situation,” said a 
diplomat. “If they really wanted to 
deliver these people to court, they 


(AP; 

could - there’s nothing really to 
stop them.” 

An Asian diplomat said Hun Sen 
was putting his domestic goal of 
national reconciliation above calls 
for a trial. 

“But I don’t think he’s really 
closed the door one way or the 
other. If the Khmer Rouge start 
being troublesome again he can 
always raise the issue of a trial 
again.” the diplomat said. 
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in brief 


Four hostages killed in Yemen rescue 

SANAA (Reuters) - Four hostages were killed yesterday when 
Yemeni security forces stormed a hideout of Islamic militants holding 
16 western tourists and freed the remaining hostages, a Yemeni official 
said. He said the dead were believed to be four Britons. Two other 
hostages were injured and two kidnappers were also killed. Other 
hostages -12 British tourists, two Australians and two Americans in 
the southern province of Abysm - were released unharmed. 

The kidnappers, who seized the westerners Monday, were all arrest¬ 
ed, but the official gave no further details of the rescue operation. 

Yemeni officials said earlier the kidnappers, tribesmen, had demand¬ 
ed (he release of a jailed colleague. 

China sends returning dissidents to labor camps 

BEIJING (AP) - Two US-based Chinese dissidents who sneaked 
back into China were caught by police and sentenced without trial to 
three years of forced labor, C hina 's Foreign Ministry said yesterday. 

In the first official statement on the whereabouts of Zhang Lin and 
Wei Quanbao since they slipped into China seven weeks ago, the min¬ 
istry said police arrested them November 12 in the southern city of 
Guangzhou in a barber shop operating as a brothel. The ministry said 
die two confessed to hiring prostitutes and evading border police and 
both were sentenced to three years of 'labor re-education.” 

Gorbachev wiped out in Russia's financial crisis 

MUNICH (AP) - Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev says in 
an interview published yesterday that he lost his savings - about 
S80,000 - in Russia’s financial crisis last summer. “All my money is 
gone ” he told Bunle magazine. 

The financial turmoil in August sent the Moscow bank where he had 
his account into bankruptcy, he said. Because of the loss, he said be 
hasn't been able to pay tbe employees at bis personally financed foun¬ 
dation for months. “You know, I'm not really as rich as many in the 
West think,” he said. “The 'new rich’ here in Moscow often spend 
more in one night than I earn in a whole year." 

ttafian anarchists kidnap Jesus statue 

TURIN (AP) - “Free Sflvano now or Jesus is dead!” an anonymous 
note sent to la Repubblica newspaper said after anarchists kidnapped 
Jesus from a nativity scene and demanded that authorities free a jailed 
comrade. 

A photo sent with the letter showed the statue clutching the front 
pages of two Italian Sunday newspapers in one wooden hand. That’s a 
common practice in ransom demands, showing the victim was still 
alive and in captivity at the time the photo was taken. 

The letter demanded the release of Silvano Pelissero, arrested last 
spring after an alleged attempt to sabotage a train. Two arrested col¬ 
leagues committed suicide. The model was replaced yesterday. 


Iraq defies US by vowing 
to fly aircraft in no-fly zone 




By LEON BARKHO 

BAGHDAD (AP) - Iraq is chal¬ 
lenging the “no-fly” zones 
patrolled by the US and Britain by 
flying its warplanes there, Iraq’s 
vice president said yesterday. 

“Iraqi planes in effect are flying 
in a normal manner in Iraqi air 
space,” Tab a Yassin Ramadan told 
Associated Press Television News. 

The move came a day after US 
aircraft fired on an Iraqi anti-air¬ 
craft battery in the northern “no- 
fly" zone. Iraq says the US attack 
killed four soldiers and wounded 
Vy seven others. 

•' Ramadan also said Iraq will con¬ 
tinue firing at any aircraft that vio¬ 
lates its airspace. 

“Our resistance will continue 
against any penetration,” he said. 
"The war is still on." 

The US says its planes fired 


Monday in self-defense after com¬ 
ing under Iraqi missile attack, 
while Iraq claims it fired io self- 
defense after Western warplanes 
intruded on Iraqi skies. 

The US and its Gulf War allies 
set up the "no-fly" zones in north¬ 
ern and southern Iraq in 1991 and 
1992 to protect Kurdish rebels and 
Shi’ite Moslems from President 
Saddam Hussein's forces. 

Yesterday, however, Ramadan 
said “the so-called air exclusion 
zones exist only in the sick imagi¬ 
nation of the British and American 
administrations." 

The Iraqi defiance is likely to 
escalate its confrontation with tbe 
US and Britain, which bombed 
Iraq for four nights between 
December 16 and December 19- 
Tbe air strikes reportedly were 
aimed at diminishing Iraq’s ability 
to build weapons of mass destruc¬ 


tion. which. UN weapons inspec¬ 
tors were trying to dismantle until 
they withdrew December 16, com¬ 
plaining of Iraqi obstruction. 

Iraq says 62 soldiers and more 
than 40 civilians were killed in the 
strikes. Iraq alleges that many civil¬ 
ian targets were hit, and not just 
defense sites as the US maintains. 

Iraq also claimed Monday that it 
shot down an “enemy plane," but 
US officials said all American 
planes had returned safely. 

The claim appeared in banner 
headlines in all Baghdad newspa¬ 
pers yesterday. “An enemy plane is 
shot down and search is under way 
for the wreckage and pilot," the 
Babil newspaper, owned by 
Saddam's son. Odaj, trumpeted. 

But commentaries and editorials 
made no mention of the four Iraqi 
soldiers reportedly killed in the US 
attack. 


Lott to Democrats: Slow down on censure 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) - US 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
is urging Democrats to “calm 
down” and not rush Republicans 
into a deal to censure President 
Clinton, the Los Angeles Times 
reported yesterday. 

“We need to go forward and do 
our constitutional duty to hear the 
evidence,” Lott said in an inter¬ 
view with the paper. 

He also warned that a censure 
resolution that commands.biparti¬ 
san support could be trickier to 


negotiate than some assume. 

“I don’t think a magic formula 
has been found yet" to put an end 
to tbe impeachment controversy 
over the Monica Lewinsky scan¬ 
dal. the Mississippi Republican 
said. 

Lott also disparaged Senate 
Democrats, most of whom are said 
to oppose convicting Clinton on 
two impeachment articles alleging 
peijury and obstruction of justice 
and removing him from office. 

“Are there no Democrats that are 


offended if, in fact, the evidence 
proves peijury or obstruction of 
justice? Surely there are some 
Democrats that will be concerned 
about that," he said. 

The paper said Lott’s go-slow 
remarks should reassure hard-line 
conservatives, who fear a deal to 
avoid a full trial. 

Since the House (of Rep¬ 
resentatives) impeached Clinton 
December 19, pressure has grown 
for censure as an alternative to a 
trial. 
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Cyprus backs down on missile deployment 


NICOSIA, Dec 29 (Reuters) - 
Cyprus said yesterday it would not 
store on the divided island Russian 
surface-to-air missiles which Tur¬ 
key has threatened to destroy, and 
would negotiate with Russia for 
their deployment on Crete,instead. 

“I reached the decision not'to 
install the missiles on Cyprus and I 
agreed to negotiate with the Russian 
government on die possibility of 
installing them on Crete," President 
Glafcos Clerides said in a state¬ 
ment 

Clerides issued a two-page state¬ 
ment after a three-hour meeting of 
the National Council an all-party 


consultative body on the Cyprus 
problem. The council did not reach 
a unanimous verdict Clerides said 
in the statement 

“I assume responsibility for this 
decision and I feel the obligation to - 
underline that the sole factor taken 
into account with tins decision was 
the good interests of Cyprus and of 
Hellenism,” Clerides said in tbe 
statement 

Cyprus ordered the surface-to-air 
missiles from Russia in early 1997. 
Turkey, which has occupied the 
northern third of the island since 
invading in 1974 after a brief 
Greek-inspired coup, immediately 


threatened military action to pre¬ 
vent the missiles from arriving. 

Greece, bound to defend Cyprus 
under a 1993 pact in the event of 
renewed hostilities with Turkey, had 
openly favored the deployment of. 
the missiles on Crete. 

Turkey made no.. immediate 
response to the Cypriot decision. 

Turkish foreign ministry spokes¬ 
men declined to comment but said 
they would give a news conference 
this morning. 

Ankara stations some 30,000 
troops in tbe Turkish section of die 
island and says the missiles threaten 
its territory and upset the balance of 


power in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Earlier Turkish statements sug¬ 
gest Ankara would still be con¬ 
cerned by the presence of the mis¬ 
siles on Crete. 

Russia hopes Cyprus will respect 
its contract with Moscow to buy 
anti-aircraft missiles and sees no 
danger to regional security coming 
from it, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in Moscow said yes ter? 
day. 

“Our position is that this is a 
purely commercial contract and 
we expect that it will be ful¬ 
filled,” Vladimir Rakhroanin told 
Reuters. 
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A proposal to bank on 


I f the just-released Levin Committee’s pro¬ 
posal for a comprehensive rewrite of the 
Bank of Israel Law is implemented, the 
world-class reputation and standards of the cen¬ 
tral bank will finally be supported by the law, 
rather than solely by the sound judgment of its 
current governor. 

The aspect of the Levin Committee’s report 
that is receiving the most attention is its recom¬ 
mendation to create a monetary committee that 
would determine interest rates, thereby diffus¬ 
ing the authority that now lies solely in die 
hands of Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel. The proposed monetary committee is 
patterned on that of other Western central banks, 
and would include the governor, deputy gover¬ 
nor. and three independent specialists in mone¬ 
tary, fiscal, and macroeconomic policy. 

Though some of Frenkel's detractors, such as 
former finance minister MK Avraham Shobat 
(Labor), are pretending that this recommenda¬ 
tion is a victory against their nemesis, it should 
not be viewed in personal terms. Frenkel him¬ 
self welcomes the appointment of such a com¬ 
mittee, and is rightly not concerned that it will 
limit the bank’s independence. In fact, the Levin 
report as a whole is a welcome antidote to 
Shohat’s own fragmentary and irresponsible 
legislation. 

The Shohat bill, which was recently pushed 
through the Knesset Finance Committee despite 
the imminent release of the Levin report, envi¬ 
sioned a monetary committee that, would 
include a Finance Ministiy representative - a 
blatant conflict of interest. The Levin 
Committee, of course, did not take this direc¬ 
tion. and stipulates that the three non-bank 
members of the monetary committee be 
appointed by the government, as is the gover¬ 
nor. 

Further, the Levin report addressed a matter 
more important than the composition of the 
monetary committee, and one that was com¬ 
pletely ignored by the Shohat bill: goals that 
should guide that committee as they-set interest 
rates. Current law, which has been on the books 
since 1954. tasks the bank with the stability of 
the currency, but names other macroeconomic 
goals - such as promoting economic growth - 
on an equal footing. 

The Levin proposal, by contrast, would bring 
Israeli law into sync with other developed 
economies by placing price stability as the para¬ 
mount goal of the central bank. In addition, the 
committee proposes that the bank “assist to the 
best of its ability, in achieving the other aims of 
monetary policy, such as growth and employ¬ 


ment, subject to the primary goal of price sta¬ 
bility.” By sharpening the goal of die bank as the 
guardian against inflation, the new law would 
ensure that members of the monetary commis¬ 
sion cast their votes on that basis, and not in 
support of other economic goals. This is as it 
should be, because the bank can best contribute 
to the broader goals of sparring growth and 
reducing unemployment by focusing on the 
only task it can accomplish directly - keeping 
inflation in check. 

The Levin Committee's proposed new defini¬ 
tion of the bank's goals is a significant improve¬ 
ment over existing law, and tracks the central 
trank requirements outlined in the Maastricht 
Treaty establishing the European Monetary 
Union. Even if Israel has no current plans to 
seek membership in tire European Union, it is 
wise not to create obstacles to such a path, par¬ 
ticularly when the European standard is worth 
adopting on its own merits. 

Another sensible proposal of the LeviD 
Committee is to remove one of the Bank of 
Israel governor's current bats, that of economic 
adviser to the government. The problem with 
the current situation is the potential of such an 
advisory role to become a two-way street, there¬ 
by undermining tile bank’s independence. From 
the government's perspective, it also could be 
problematic to expect the governor to maintain 
a laser focus on price stability on one side of the 
street, while broadening his perspective in brief¬ 
ing the cabinet. 

It would be a mistake, however, to strip the 
governor of his advisory role without simulta¬ 
neously creating an alternative source of sound 
economic advice for the government. Currently, 
no institution has the resources and experience 
in macroeconomic research that exists at the 
Bank of Israel. If the bank is officially removed 
from the role of providing economic advice, a 
new body should be established for that pur¬ 
pose. Ideally, this new body would draw upon 
the expertise of the bank’s research department, 
while adding its own. • .. 

As welcome as the Levin Committee recom¬ 
mendations are. it would also be a mistake to 
implement them in legislation before the 
upcoming elections. The Bank of Israel Law has 
not been comprehensively revised in the past 44 
years, and the Levin Committee recommended 
that the new law be made a basic law to help 
ensure its longevity. Such important and long¬ 
term legislation should not be subject to the 
whims of “election economics,” but rather 
should be considered in more lucid times by the 
next Knesset 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


UNDERSTAND 
THEIR FEELINGS 


WAR WEARY 


Sir. - I read Jonathan 
Rosenblum's article "Confessions 
of a haredi Dad” (December II) 
and the letters relating to it with 
great interest Rosenblum seems 
to have touched a raw nerve 
among the religious who do serve 
in the army. 

I understand their feelings being 
that their sons also mn the risk of 
“spiritual destruction ” Most of the 
people writing had personal expe¬ 
rience of the army and even posi¬ 
tively influenced other soldiers. 

This is highly commendable and 
1 think that all Israelis including 
flared irn are proud of these sol¬ 
diers. But what about the many 
boys who don't come out of the 
army with their values intact? 

Eighteen years old is awfully 
young to have to face the difficult 
challenges presented by the army. 
What about the boy in my neigh¬ 
borhood who had his peyot (side 
curls) cm off by his comrades 
while sleeping? How will he come 
out of this experience? What about 
those who do not want to stand out 
as strange and different and decide 
to go with the flow? 

There are those who come out of 
the army strongly religious, but 
■unfortunately many who do not It 
is on this basis that one must 
understand the feelings of those 
parents who are reluctant ro send 
their children to the army. 


SANDIE FRElStOAT 


Jerusalem. 


Sir, - ‘Give the Green Light” 
(December 24) by Uri Dan and 
Dennis Eisenberg begins: 
“Straining at the bit, ready to 
swing into action, the IAF was 
poised...” They go on to say 
Yitzhak Shamir's failure to order 
air strikes against Iraq infected the 
military leadership psyche and 
spread to Yitzhak Rabin and other 
leaders. I beg to differ with them 
since they never served in the IAF 
and have no idea what’s really 
happening. 

A few months ago, I finally 
became too old for reserve duty. I 
was an air force officer in the 
1973 war and was called to active 
duty in 1991 for Desert Storm, 
again in 1993 for Operation 
Accountability and 1996 for 
Grapes of Wrath. 

In Grapes of Wrath, we forced 
almost half a million Lebanese 
from their homes and toward 
Beirut. This allowed our air force 
to fly 24 hours a day, over all of 
South Lebanon and attack any tar¬ 
gets they wanted to. 

But the Hizbullah ignored the air 
raids and fired over 1500 
Katyushas at northern Israel 
including 40 Katyushas fired into 
Kiryat Shmona 30 minutes before 
the cease-fire began. Where were 
the IAF jets and helicopters during 
these Katyusha firings? 

I am making a constructive criti¬ 
cism and not a negative statement 
when I say the air force could have 
done no better or perhaps even 
worse than the coalition air forces 


led by America against Iraq in 
1991. 

The shell game trick of fake 
Scuds that Saddam played would 
have also fooled Israeli pilots from 
the air. (Remember that last week, 
one of our pilots couldn’t tell the 
difference between the Osman's 
family home in Lebanon and the 
military target). 

Israel could not have put as 
many aircraft in the air as the 
coalition did. The distance to 
Iraq would require more ground 
maintenance and repair of air¬ 
craft after each raid and slower 
turnaround rime for the next 
raid. 

The IDF rot did not begin with 
Rabin, but began with Menacbem 
Begin and Artel Sharon’s “delu¬ 
sions of grandeur" invasion of 
Lebanon. It split Israeli society 
forever, created peace groups for 
the first time in Israeli history, 
killed over 1,200 of our precious 
and irreplaceable sons in 15 years, 
inspired the intifada that brought 
Yasser Arafat to power next door, 
and continues to erode the effec¬ 
tiveness of our war-weary mili¬ 
tary. 

Yet Dan and Eisenberg have 
the audacity and hutzpa to try 
and blame this weariness on 
Rabin because he can't defend 
himself. 


SHIMON COHEN 


Tel Aviv. 


FROM OUR ARCHIVES 


50 years ago: On December 30. 
1948, The Palestine Post reported 
that while the IDF continued 
mopping-up operations in the 
Negev, the UN Security Council 
ordered both the Egyptians and 
Israelis ro implement an immedi¬ 
ate cease-fire. 

The Dominican Republic became 
the 2lst state to recognize IsraeL 


More than 5,000 Jewish 
refugees of military age, detained 
by the British in Cyprus, filed a 
court order for their release in the 
Cypriot Supreme Court. 


25 years ago: On December 30, 
1973. The Jerusalem Post repott¬ 
ed that Israel was preparing for 
national elections to the Eighth 


Knesset and that the reportedly 
large undecided vote was the 
main target of a heated campaign. 

Both Israeli and Egyptian mili¬ 
tary delegations left Geneva for 
consultations at home after reach¬ 
ing consensus on five out of seven 
points at issue. 


Alexander Zvielti 


China’s 






Please don’t interfere 


I didn't like the way Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
addressed Yasser Arafat in his 
speech to the Likud central com¬ 
mittee, telling him that the Ukud 
would win the elections, even if 
be tries to camouflage his plans of 
postponing the unilateral declara¬ 
tion of a Palestinian state. 

No better was the pilgrimage 
made by Labor Party representa¬ 
tives to Gaza and Cairo, in an 
effort to persuade Arafat to be 
kind enough to extend the Oslo 
Accords beyond May 4, to 
enable the final-status talks to 
continue until after the Israeli 
elections. 

These two fundamentally mis¬ 
taken actions involve Arafat, 
completely unnecessarily, in the 
Israeli electoral process. In the 
last election of a prime minister. 
Arafar called on Israeli Arabs to 
vote for Peres. It was done by 
secret message. Now it looks as if 
the Israeli leaders are legalizing 
his open involvement in Israeli 
elections. 

The Lebanon War taught Arafat 
that the bitter disagreement within 
Israel on a major issue was a gold¬ 
en opportunity for him. Neither 
approaches by the Labor Party nor 
threats from the Likud will dis¬ 
courage him from entering into a 
conflict with the IDF. if he is sure 
in advance that the Lsraeli home 

from is divided.- -.— - 

Such division is liable to inhib¬ 
it the government's response in 
preventing the unilateral decla¬ 
ration of a Palestinian state on 
the borders of Israel and 
Jerusalem. This is what Arafat is 
relying on. and he may well see 
the dispute between the two 
camps in Israel as an opportuni¬ 
ty to lake such unwelcome uni¬ 
lateral steps. 

The Labor Party's excessive 
courting of Arafat is being seen 
by the Palestinian leader as recog¬ 
nition of his authority to fix the 
target date for the final settle¬ 
ment, regardless of the state of 
the bilateral negotiations. And 


MOSHEZAK 


Netanyahu made a mistake by 
publicly exposing the lack of 
agreement among the Israeli pub¬ 
lic on this sensitive issue. By 
innuendo, he pointed out that his 
opponents might swallow a uni¬ 
lateral act by Arafat. 

While he was conducting secret 
national-unity talks this summer 
with Labor Party leader Ehud 
Barak. Netanyahu knew that such 


protest by Israel. But it’s clear that 
Israel must now deal with external 
interference on top of its internal 
disputes. 


Israel’s mayor 
parties should 
agree not to involve 
foreign elements 
in our internal 
elections 


a broad-based government would 
guarantee unity of purpose against 
Palestinian unilate ral acts. 

While these talks were taking 
place. Washington was careful not 
to press Jerusalem's hand, even on 
the question of the date of the IDF 
withdrawal. The Americans pre¬ 
ferred a unity government in 
Israel, since they were convinced 
than only 1 such a government 
could make- more concessions to 
the Palestinians. 

The Wye summit was intended 
to clear the way for a national con¬ 
sensus. even on the question of 
territorial compromise in Judea 
and Samaria. 

But after the unity talks broke 
down. President Ezer Weizman's 
belief that a settlement with the 
Palestinians required new elec¬ 
tions gained ground in 
Washington, and US Commerce 
Secretary William Daley blurted 
out that the only solution was to 
hold new Knesset elections. 

This was undue interference in 
Israel's internal affairs, and Daley, 
in fact, apologized after an official 


Election gestation 


T hough dates as soon as early 
March bad been bandied 
about for these so-called 
early elections, they are now slat¬ 
ed to take place in mid-May. 

The Likud wanted the elections 
even later, so as to derive the 
maximum benefit from a possible 
unilateral declaration of a 
Palestinian state by Yasser Arafat 
and also to have as much rime as 
possible to get its own bouse in 
order. The Labor Party wanted the 
elections earlier, so as to exploit 
the internal Likud fragmentation 
and. at the same time, to deny a 
centrist party sufficient time to 
organize. 

If the government had fallen in 
a no-confidence motion, elections 
would have had to be held within 
60 days. But the Central Elections 
Committee insists that it is unable 
to prepare itself for elections in 
60 days, which is the formal rea¬ 
son the elections have been put 
Off. 

This, despite the fact that only 
six weeks ago we bad municipal 
elections and one would presume 
that the voters' register is as up to 
date as it can be. Moreover, the 
manpower needed to oversee the 
elections has only recently been 
trained; how different is the voting 
process from that in the elections 
held Iasi month? 

In Britain, it is possible to hold 
elections for over 40 million 
people within three weeks. In 
other European countries, the 
holding of early elections takes 
slightly longer, but nowhere 
does it take as long as in Israel - 
a country with some 3.5 million 
voters. 

And _ the longer the election 
campaign, the mare public money 
is wasted on lavish advertise¬ 
ments. The longer the government 
will use the national budget to 
attract voters from various sec¬ 
tors. The greater the number of 
candidates, parries, intrigues and 
secret agreements. The ereater 


DAVID NEWMAN 


the inability of the government to 
implement any major policies and 
to effectively govern - the pur¬ 
pose for which it is elected in the 
first place. 

And, of course, the longer the 
election campaign, the longer the 
current government has a conve¬ 
nient excuse for not implementing 
the Wye Memorandum. 


THE WORST thing about all this 
is that when the elections are final- 


lf we have to wait 
until May for 
elections, let's at 
least use the time to 
make changes in the 
electoral system 


ly over, the prime minister will 
have been elected by a majority of 
1-2 percent over Ins competitor, 
the coalition government will 
depend on the mercies of four to 
five parties, each of which will 
have benefited from the split vote 
(as they did in 1996), and the new 
government will not be any better 
equipped to govemthan the previ¬ 
ous administration. 

There will be some cosmetic 
differences - The Third Way and 
Gesher parties are likely to disap¬ 
pear. Sbas may pick up some addi¬ 
tional seats, and the centrist party 
may also pick up a few mandates 
- but the overall structure of gov¬ 
ernment will not change. The pur¬ 
pose of the electoral process - to 
allow a stable government to be 
elected - will not have been 
achieved. 

If we're going to have to wait 
until May for elections, at least 
let's use that time to make addi¬ 


tional changes in the electoral 
system. This does not necessarily 
mean canceling the direct elec¬ 
tion of tbe prime minister - the 
previous system for electing a 
leader was certainly no better 
than the present one - but at least 
making changes that will enable 
the election of a more stable gov¬ 
ernment. 

It is high time, for example, to 
raise the electoral threshold from 
its present 1.5% to 5%. Such, a 
move would mean that no party 
with less than approximately 
200,000 votes would win a 
Knesset seaL 

Coupled with - another law, 
which would prevent MKs from 
defecting to other parties - anyone 
who felt out of place would have 
to resign his seat - there could be 
major changes in the. way tbe 
country is governed. 

Smaller parties would have no 
choice but to unite around com¬ 
mon themes, instead of fragment¬ 
ing over every minor difference. 
In addition to the two major par¬ 
ties, there would be at most two 
religious patties, a single Arab 
party, single ideological parties of 
the Right and the Left respectively 
and, perhaps, a so-called center 
party. 

This would stiU mean six or 
seven parties competing for 
power, but a major party could 
probably put together a coalition 
needing only two of them. 

This would still allow for the 
dispersal of power to more than 
one interest group, but it would 
prevent the need to court a myriad 
of tiny parties which would hold 
the government - and by defini¬ 
tion. the whole country, to ran¬ 
som. 

If we are doomed to suffer a 
lengthy election campaign, then 
the ume should be used wisely. 
The major parties should agree to 
put an electoral system in place 
that would make the country more 
manageable in the future. 



XU WEMU 


TAKE Egypt’s initiative this 
week. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa stated after meeting 
MK Yossi Beilin that relations 
between Israel and Egypt in the 
last two years (i.e., since 
Netanyahu has been in power) 
were worse than at any time in fee 
last 20 years. 

This was clearly intended to lay 
tbe blame for the deterioration of 
relations with Cairo on tins gov¬ 
ernment and to distract attention 
from tbe fact that even before 
Netanyahu business links between 
Israel and Egypt weren’t develop¬ 
ing well. 

By contrast, Boutros Ghati, the 
former Egyptian foreign minis¬ 
ter. relates In his memoirs how 
the Labor Party tried to enlist 
Anwar Sadat's support for 
Shimon Peres and against 
Menachem Begin in the 1981 
elections. Sadat refused. He 
wouldn't even agree to a meeting 
of a Labor Party delegation in the 
offices of the ruling party, so as 
not to annoy Begin. 

King Hussein also once refused 
to be a tool in die election cam¬ 
paign of one Israeli party. 
Mubarak is not following Sadat’s 
policy and relations with Israel-are 
totally different today than , they 
were then. This, incidentally, has 
no connection to which patty is m 
power in Israel. 

Foreign experts are invited by 
Israeli parties ro advise them on 
election gimmicks. Whether or 
not it is really necessary is a mat¬ 
ter of taste. But this does not jus¬ 
tify foreign interference in our 
internal debates and elections. 
For the sake of a national unity 
government which must be 
formed after the elections, the 
major parties must agree now not 
to allow foreign governments to 
meddle in out internal soul 
searching. 


T he aspiratiod for-democracy 
never ceased to exist jn 
China, - even after 1949, 
when the Chinese commute* 
took power. The Adwce ud 
Petition in 1957, (be Apnl 5th 
Movement in 1976 and the 
Democracy Wall Movement tb* 
began in 1978 were all crucial 

St We, tbe democracy activists who 
experienced our formative years - 
during the Democracy Wall move¬ 
ment, can woric closely with the 
younger generation of activists 
and with the Chinese people to 
ensure that the democratic torch isj| 

passed to the future. • “ 

In today’s China, after two 
decades of economic reform, the 
ruling party has generated -some 
impressive results in the material 
realm. Except in some remote and 
poor areas, the living standard of 
most people bas improved. _ 
However, the polarization within 
society is becoming increasingly 
evident - there are billionaires liv¬ 
ing alongside the destitute. There 
is also growing public resentment 
against the regime for instituting 
massive layoffs. 

The problems in the economic 
areas and those in political areas 
do not occur as separate entities, 
but influence one another. For 
instance, the layoff problem i n^ 
China is not only economic, Ml 
political, because it has resulted 
from the overstaffed working units 
of die past planning economy. 
Therefore, political reform must 
be instituted. 

Besides, if the layoff problems 
cannot be solved, they will have 
political consequences as well. 
Thus, even the Chinese 
Communist Party cannot deny the 
necessity of political reform. 

I think China’s political reform 
should be a gradual process, for in 
modem Chinese history there 
have been many radical, revolu¬ 
tionary storms inflicting much 
pain on people but achieving little 
in terms of people's democratic 
rights. 

Now, people hope that political 


The communists 
must change their 
stand on human 
rights 


activism will , not revisit those 
chaotic times by inciting any 
unnecessary social movements. In 
fact, the Chinese people do not 
want to see any disorder, instead 
they want a stable and gradual 
reform process. 

Democracy activists should, 
therefore, conform to this demand 
for development within a stable 
environment. Actions should not 


be covert but should be open and . 
in conformance with the Chinese W 


constitution. The tactics of so- 
called street politics or demonstra¬ 
tions should be minimized or be 
used with great caution. 


THIS is not to say that, tbe demon¬ 
strations that took place in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989 were 
wrong. The Tiananmen Square 
pro-democracy movement was the 
greatest people's democracy 
movement in Chinese history. In 
this sense, it was necessary and 
right. 

We can see that there are often 
demonstrations and protests in the 
Western democratic countries. 
Truck drivers in France place 
roadblocks on tbe highway and 
conduct strikes right tee. 

Thus, “street politics’* and par¬ 
liamentary auism are not necessari¬ 
ly in conflict. Tbe form of action 
depends on the situation. 

At this moment, the most 
important platform for China’s 
democracy movement is the 
human-rights issue. Under the 
CCP r China has a terrible record 
on human rights. Therefore, this 
issue must be stressed in the over¬ 
all move to bring democracy to 
China. 

We should fight for the early 
release of political prisoners. 
Religious prisoners often are 
neglected by the people. In feet, 
this problem is serious. These 
prisoners were sentenced for 
“counterrevolutionary offenses” 
for their ordinary religious activi¬ 
ties. 

AH these political prisoners 
should be released. The Chinese 
government should promise not to 
hand out sujjh sentences in the 
future. 

China is no different from any 
other countiy in terms of human 
nghts. All nations are made up of 
human beings, and China’s leader¬ 
ship should follow the same stan¬ 
dards in protecting the rights of its 
citizens. 
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The writer is a prominent Chinese 
dissident who last week was given % 
a 13-year sentence for *plotting to • 

overthrow state power" in seeking 
to establish, the China Democracy 
Party. This article is excerpted 
from one he wrote for the China 
Strategic Institute in Washington. 


(The Washington Post) 
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The comets 

r.ust changing 
si3xa on hur 
rights 


By Jqdy Siegel-ltzkovich 

Brit Olam (Eternal Covenant) 
1998/99, ■ a kit with three CD- 
ROMs in Hebrew and labels for 
printing out: requires a Pentium 
computer and Windows 95 and 
up; produced by Promedia, dis¬ 
tributed, in book and computer 
stores, for adults. NIS 149. 

Rating: 

1 a today's digital world, many 
things can be. done “virtually,” 
but I wouldn't recommend 
choosing a hotel, caterer, musi¬ 
cians, photographer and other ser¬ 
vices for your wedding or other 
happtfSuta^witiitft 
fot yourself-. 

For example, when we went to 
find a Idcanon for our elder son's 
bar mitzva, we found a popular 
Jerusalem hall that looked fine. 

When we insisted on attending 
an actual celebration before 
deciding, we were astounded to 
discover that the ruckus from a 
Kurdish wedding held in a gigan¬ 
tic hall on the floor above made it 
impossible to hear anything in the 
smaller hall below that we had 
been considering. And after tast- 
. mg the food, we realized that the 
'fr first course of cow's brains would 
■' have put- most of our Ashkenazi 
guests off food for a week. 

This graphically competent disk 
presumes to help people plan a 
festive occasion by viewing 
videos and still photographs pro¬ 
duced by'some 100 suppliers of 
services around the country. 
Although the disk could also be 
relevant for organizing a circum¬ 
cision, bar/bat mitzva, birthday 
party or afly other event, it focus¬ 
es on weddings. 

The program is divided into two 
main parrs: a simple database with 
an event planner, budget planner, 
computerized guest list and seating- 
system organizer, and an odd col¬ 
lection of service suppliers. Most of 
these are represented only by a 
name, address and phone number, 
but some present a video clip, still 
photos and short written text 
The database section is helpful, 
but if you have a logical mind and 
a bit of experience, you could 
manage the same functions with a 
pen and notebook. To use this sec¬ 
tion, you must key in the name of 
the couple to be married, the date 
of the event, your available bud¬ 
get, the dollar rate and the number 
of guests you plan to invite. 

' Then go into the event planner 
for a whole list of things to.do:' 
choose the location, caterer, pho¬ 
tographers; bar services and musi¬ 
cians; buy the bride's and bride¬ 
groom’s clothes; go to the-local 
rabbinate to register for marriage, 
decide on an officiating rabbi; 
prepare and order invitations and 
mail them; go to a cosmetician or 
hair salon: order a wedding cake, 
plan a Shabbat aliya toi.the Torah, 
stag parries or hennvituals; make 
an appointment for the bride with 
the rabbi’s wife and to go to the 
ritual^ bath; last-minute things to 
do on the wedding day; opening 
the presents; honeymoon; regis¬ 
tering a.hew name with the . 


form weddings are paid by the 
religious council out of the wed¬ 
ding-license fee, and it is illegal to 
give them a tip for their services. 
Admittedly, though, tips for rab¬ 
bis still persist, even after a chief 
rabbi was caught (by a newspa¬ 
per! accepting them. 

The computerized guest list is a 
grid where you key in the name, 
address and telephone of all the 
people you invited, and check off 
how many you expect will actual¬ 
ly attend. Blank sheets of paper 
with sticky backing can be printed 
out for affixing to envelopes with 
invitations or name cards on 
tables. 

Finally, the seating-system 
organizer lets you decide where to 
put the guests around a maximum 
of 100 tables. After entering the 
number of guests, the program 
will automatically divide diem 
among the tables. 

Aside from the database, the 
compendium of service providers 
on the three disks is crassly com¬ 
mercial: Whoever, had the most 
money, to, .pay,.the. program^ 
dexelopersn looks •„ the. beat whb;, 
swinging videos and attractive 
photos of table settings, dancing 
and culinary presentations. 

However, classified advertisers 
who paid much less for a listing of 
name, address and telephone 
number attract little attention, 
even though they may offer better 
services than the others. Before 
closing the program, the user is 
warned that “the information is 
the sole responsibility of the 
advertiser” 

Another severe problem with 
Brit Olam is the relatively small 
number of businesses listed. A 
map of Israel showing the north, 
central, south and Dan regions 
can be clicked for a single area or 
the whole country: one can also 
print out the name of a city and - 
if you’re fortunate - you’ll find a 
hotel, hall or other location to 
have the wedding, plus producers 
and designers, on disk No. 1. 

But it’s spotty: in Jerusalem, for 
example, there were only four 
places listed, and three of them 
were only classified ads without 
the video, stills and details. There 
are only 16 advertisers, most of 
them classified, in the whole 
southern region from Ashdod to 
Eilat 

On the second disk, catering, 
bar services and still and video 
photographers are listed, while 
the third comprises music, light¬ 
ing and “assorted,” including a 
school for dancing, limousines, 
horse-drawn carriages, fireworks 
and laser displays. 

One advertiser, a Tel Aviv event 
organizer who apparently paid 
much more than the others, was 
allotted his own separate icon to 
click. Some of the big advertisers 
offer maps on how to reach the 
wedding hall and printable 
coupons worth a small discount 
Incredibly, the listings for halls, 
hotels and caterers don’t provide 
any kashrut information: only by 
going into the details section of 
the big advertisers can you some¬ 
times determine this. The pro¬ 
gram is certainly not meant for 
haredim or even most modem 
Orthodox Jews; its promotional 
films taken at weddings show 
mixed dancing and minimally 
clad women, and give no informa¬ 
tion that the observant would nat¬ 
urally demand. 

Instead of this kit, Promedia 
should have offered a much . 
cheaper program on a diskette 


‘Borrow’ your child’s math skills 


S omething does seem very 
wrong. Results from recent 
international studies confirm 
parents’ fears. American students 
don't seem to be learning math 
well or deeply, with performance 
that is embarrassingly low. 

News stories inform us that 
retailors cannot find clerks who can 
make change without a computer to 
assist them. Political leaders bring 
the latest technology into the class¬ 
room, but there is no corresponding 
jump in understanding. 

Parents are caught unaware. 
Unless they are mathematicians 
themselves, they don’t know how 
to tell if their children are mathe¬ 
matically strong or weak, if their 
learning is deep or shallow, if their 
children are thinking their way into 
problems, or just going through the 
motions. 

And parents aren't the only ones 
caught unaware. Most students are. 
too. 

Part of the reason is the odd 
nature of mathematics itself. It is 
not, for any of us, an easy thing to 
learn. 

Every student, no matter bow 
gifted, reaches a point of complete 
confusion. That's the norm. That’s 
how it looks when it’s working. 
With the right effort, complete con¬ 
tusion becomes hazy understand¬ 
ing, and finally solid mastery. But 
not quickly, and not without the 
right kind of effort 
Most people don't know this 
about math. They labor under the 
misconception that when it gets 
that confusing, they’ve been “found 
out" They don’t really get it never 
did really get it they were impos¬ 
tors. Time to leave math and head 
for the humanities. They are not 
mathematically inclined. 

They think , wrongly, that being 
able in mathematics means never 
struggling, never staring in confu¬ 
sion at the figures and symbols in 
front of them without a clue how to 
proceed Yet the only difference 
between their confusion and a 
mathematician’s is that the mathe¬ 
matician expects it. 

“Don't fret about your difficulties 
in mathematics” said the able 
Albert Einstein. ‘1 assure you, 
mine are still greater." 

SARAH was struggling in the 
geometry unit in her fifth-grade 
class, but that wasn’t what troubled 
her dad the most. Her approach was 
lazy; site. \yas working just enough 
tqgpt by..He£new t top her; learning 
was. -shallop, and,;-any ,success 
would not last long. He also knew 
that lectures from him on “the 
long-term importance of a solid 
math foundation" wonldn’t help. 
“Hire her,” I told him. 

I laid out the plan. Parents have 
hired their children for physical 
labors for ages: lawn-mowing, 
dish-washing, fencepainting. 

Ia this arrangement, parents hire 
their children for mental labor. In 
the process, their children learn an 
invaluable skiD: how to dig, bow to 
think, bow to research, how to 
become expert at something when 
they choose to. It is the most valu¬ 
able skill they can learn. 

Lehigh University professor 
Jerry P. King, author of The Art of 
Mathematics, requires all of his 
students to become expert at one 
theorem in mathematics. They 


What mathematicians love about their subject - 
and the rest of us loathe - is that it needs deep 
thinking. Suzanne Sutton tells parents how they can 
help their children succeed when the going gets tough 
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Getting off to a quick start 


Helping your child get the 
most out of his or her education 
is as easy as one, two, three. 
Topics are everywhere. Look at 
the class objectives given out 
during the school year, in your 
child's notebook or in correspon¬ 
dence from the teacher. 
a Ask the teacher what some of 
the key concepts or units are. 
Pick one coming later in the year 
that will be fundamental to sub¬ 
sequent mathematics. 

•Create a project that will 
require digging, research and ini¬ 
tiative. Make understanding a 


key ingredient. 

* Let your child use creative pre¬ 
sentations: artwork, models, 
charts or discourse. 

•Make your expectations rea¬ 
sonable but don’t accept shoddy 
work. 

•Offer good pay. This is an 
opportunity for children to learn 
that labors of the mind - 
research, analysis and writing - 
often pay better than physical 
labor. 

Hire your child to: research 
and make tables of cost compar¬ 
isons for several health insurance 


must know it inside and out, and be 
thoroughly adept at the formal 
proof of it 

“Once they are expert at a piece 
of mathematics, they know how to 
do that with other pieces. Their 
know-how and their confidence 
increase. They can do it again.” he 
said. 

Most kids approach math the way 
Sarah did, getting through the 
assignment or studying just enough 
to get through the test. 

This approach may work in other 
subjects - but it won’t work in 
math, where everything is all con¬ 
nected To succeed in math, we 
have to learn a different approach - 
one that lets us roaster the early 
work before we pile the new work 
on top. 


When Sarah’s father spoke to her 
as a parent, she didn't listen. But 
when he spoke as her employer, 
she did. 

He hired her to create two posters 
for his office wall. Using whatever 
artwork she designed, they were to 
accurately and concisely convey 
information on the geometric 
shapes. He made it clear that accu¬ 
racy and clear detail were essential, 
and payment was contingent on 
meeting the specifications. 
Research would be required - at 
the library, in other texts or on the 
Internet. What a deal. Sarah was 
thrilled. And so was her dad. 

Sarah spent an afternoon at the 
library. She asked the librarian for 
help locating math books and other 
resources. She spent several after- 


plans, mortgage loan options or 
savings plans: make a set of flash 
cards with appropriate number 
facts for a younger relative or 
friend; make a colorful wall chan 
of polynomial factoring patterns 
- a concept all students need, but 
few master or remember, 
research, calculate and compare 
the lowest unit prices for items 
you frequently buy; explore and 
explain the relationship between 
the "inverse” operations: addi¬ 
tion and subtraction, multiplica¬ 
tion and division, or squaring 
and square roots. , 5.5. 


noons designing and assembling 
the posters - cutting, pasting, paint¬ 
ing. The resulting posters were pol¬ 
ished and precise. She was inordi¬ 
nately pleased with her project, and 
with her pay. 

She is also thoroughly adept at 
those geometric shapes and their 
properties. When they come up in 
class, she is the expert, and she 
knows iL 

AT Back-to-School-Night, Rank's 
math teacher banded each parent a 
list of objectives for the 11th grade 
pre-calculus class. 

“Encourage them to keep up” he 
admonished. “This course gets 
painfully tough if they get behind. 
And if they do, they're not likely to 
make it” Easier said than done. 


Frank’s mother thoughL 
The next day, she glanced at the 
list, with its intimidating jaigon and 
unfamiliar words. She could well 
imagine the difficulties looming 
ahead. 

“I wish I could help,” she told me 
over the phone, “but the math is 
way beyond me, and my advice is 
as welcome as .a longer school 
day." 

“Get the list," 1 told her. “Pick a 
word, any word. Pick an ugly word, 
one that strikes fear into your 
heart” I could hear the panic rising, 
the barely perceptible gasp. 1 wait¬ 
ed. 

“Logarithmsshe croaked. 

I gave her the plan. She hung up 
the phone, took a deep breath, and 
walked into the kitchen. 

“Frank, have you studied loga¬ 
rithms yet?’ Frank looked at her 
quizzically and shrugged. “Not that 
I know of. Why?” “I always won¬ 
dered what they were. Do you 
know?” “Not a chie.” She told him 
that she wanted to know, and he 
looked at her oddly. “No, really,” 
she told him. ‘1 want to hire you to 
make them clear to me.” 

The specifications: She'd need to 
understand them - not just a report 
to read but a report and discussion 
that would enable her to under¬ 
stand, from her perspective, what 
logarithms are and what they're 
used for. 

She didn't remember much math 
from her high school and college 
days, so Frank's task was more dif¬ 
ficult. He couldn’t use jaigon she 
didn’t know, or fall back on text¬ 
book explanations that presume a 
certain level of math knowledge. 
Frank would have to get to the 
essence of the topic - through his 
own research, digging and thinking 
- and learn it well enough to make 
it simple and understandable to his 
mother. A difficult task, but the pay 
was appealing. “Deal,” he told her. 

First he read about them in his 
textbook. He didn't understand 
them at first, so be read it again, 
more slowly, phrase by phrase. 
(This is how you read a math text¬ 
book-! He tried a few examples to 
see if they made sense. Sort of. 

He searched the index for more 
information. He went to the library 
and looked up “logarithms’* in the 
index of other books. (This is how 
you search for other sources.) 
Some of these he couldn't under¬ 
stand, but one or two made them 
easier than his own textbook had 
.done. (This is how you dig for 
understanding.) 

Frank wrote a report on them, but 
it sounded coo much like a text¬ 
book. and he remembered the deal: 
His mother would have to under¬ 
stand them. So he removed the jar¬ 
gon and technical language and 
explained it more simply. (Now he 
really understands iL) 

He prepared the final version, 
and presented it, with discussion, 
to his mother. Now she under¬ 
stands iL And Frank is enjoying 
the hard-earned cash. And he 
feels like a million bucks. He's 
master of a topic that strikes fear 
and dread in the hearts of mil¬ 
lions. 

No one handed him the knowl¬ 
edge. He dug for iL And in the 
process, he beat the bully on the 
playground. 

(The Washington Post) 


When eager interest turns into obsession 





By Ruth Mason 


I have a really hard time tear¬ 
ing my boys, ages six, eight, 
and 10, away from whatever 
game they’re into at the moment, 
whether it’s togs or a computer 
game. They don’t listen when I 
teU them to stop Jbr dinner, 
homework, or whatever else they 
need to attend to. I’m also worried 
that they are excessively involved 
in these games. Any suggestions? 


Interior Ministry; and (optional, with the database; that would be 
especially in Israel) sending “useful to anyone who prefers to 


thank-you notes. 

The list' which has spaces for 
checking tasks you’ve completed, 
offers, a timetable with recom¬ 
mendations on when each should 
be completed 

The budget planner has room 
for listing how much you've paid 
for each service; One odd entry is 
“paying • the rabbi: not required 
but .an accepted practice.’’ 

In feet, Israeli rabbis who per- 


go through the Yellow Pages 
rather than using word-of-mouth 
recommendations to start check¬ 
ing things out personally. 

Anyone who wants to be spoon¬ 
fed by advertisers would have the 
option of paying the . whole price 
and seeing their subjective pro¬ 
motions, but I don’t know why 
even they would be. willing to folk 
out NIS 149 to see advertise¬ 
ments. 


Marcia Levine-Shbim, child psy¬ 
chologist at die Counseling Center 
jbr Women in Jerusalem arui at the 
Amirim Center for Psychological 
and Educational Counseling in 
Re’ut, says: 

Your concern is twofold - first, 
tins your children are not respond¬ 
ing to parental commands or 
requests: second, that they are 
obsessively involved in their 
games. 

Parents become annoyed when 
children find a computer game, 
TV or drawing more riveting 
than doing their homework or 
picking up the school bag 
dropped a centimeter away from 
the doorjamb. 

The issue then becomes one of 
setting and enforcing limits - and 
you first need to decide that limits 
are appropriate and necessary. 
Many parents are ambivalent about 


this, wondering if it is really okay 
to “wrench” children away from 
activities they are enjoying, partic¬ 
ularly if they have doubts about 
how much they have enjoyed the 
rest of their day. 

Once you have decided limits are 
necessary, that conviction on your 
part will ensure real limits. 

To get kids to stop their game 
and move on to something else, 
you can adopt a compromise solu¬ 
tion - breaking the game into 
negotiable units rather than time 
periods, which are less meaningful 
for children. 

Instead of saying “You need to 
stop in 10 minutes,” you might say, 
“When you have obliterated five 
enemies in Mortal Combat, come 
and eat lunch.” 

If it is extremely difficult to 
achieve compliance, turning off 
the TV or computer or taking away 
the game board terminates the 
activity effectively, if abruptly. I 
would use this as a last resort 
You can make things easier for 
yourself, and for your children, by 
doing some planning together. 
Prior to the start of the activity, all 
of you discuss how much of it 
there’s going to be. 

FOR THE sake of balance, you 
might dunk about scheduling 
activities by category; indoor/out¬ 
door activities, creative/vegetative, 
etc. 

Keep in mind that you want to 
strike a balance between activities 
which are edifying (in your eyes) 
and entertaining (in the child’s 
eyes). Children are creatures of 
habit, and it is likely the structure 
will be in place within a few 
weeks. 

With many children, interest in a 
game comes in waves. That’s okay. 
But if yours seem to get stuck on 
one thing over a long period of 
time, it’s time to start looking to 
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To get children to move on to a new activity, break their game into negotiable anils. 


see if there is any cause for worry. 

You sound concerned that there 
may be something unhealthy about 
your children focusing exclusively 
on a particular activity. But it is a 
positive sign when a child can con¬ 
centrate on and even become pas¬ 
sionate about a particular activity. 

Children’s play is their “woik; 0 - 
and today’s play will lead to com¬ 
petence in the real world, where 
absorption and continuity are 
important elements of success.. 

Obsessive attachment should not 
be confused with the first flush of 
intensity about a new acquisition. 
But when might the absorption be 
worrisome? 

Most of us tend intuitively to rec¬ 
ognize addictive or obsessive inter¬ 
est Answering the following ques¬ 
tions will tell you whether your 


child is exhibiting some of the 
hallmarks of obsessive involve¬ 
ment: 

1. Does it appear in dreams, or pre¬ 
occupy the child to a degree where 
be or she is not sufficiently 
involved in other ongoing activi¬ 
ties? Is it causing undesirable 

- ■behaviors or oyer-elaborate fantasy 
based on the activity? 

2. Does fee child exhibit withdraw¬ 
al symptoms, that is, a traumatic 
reaction to being deprived of the 
activity, even temporarily? Does it 
occur to the point where even ice 
cream or bowling, for example, 
can’t compensate for the loss? If 
so, your child is, consciously or 
unconsciously, identifying this 
activity as a need, and it may be 
helping the child avoid coping 
with some aspect of reality, or 


helping to reduce anxiety. 

If this is the case, it is important 
to identify what is being avoided - 
school, perhaps, or social interac¬ 
tion with peas or a family mem¬ 
ber. 

If you sense that there is exces¬ 
sive interest, study the game well. 
Play it with your child, (lids is 
good advice even if you don’t 
sense any obsessive interest.) 

First of all, you’lj know what is 
attractive to your child. And he or 
she may then identify with you - 
especially if you come to like the 
game - and learn from you how to 
abandon it when necessary. 

Should this prove unsuccessful, 
however, and if you fed your 
child's interest is unhealthy, you 
may feel it’s time to consult a pro¬ 
fessional. 
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The tropics in your living room 
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By Batsheva Mink 


I f the orchid is the most exotic 
flower then the resilient indoor 
palm is the most exotic ever- 

For an elegant appearance, there 

plsmts ^ can 
compete with the many forms of 

palms. The decorative, elegant 
foliage makes palms suitable for 
indoor cultivation. Place a palm in 
your living room and suddenly the 

look! 6 100,11 ° D 3 
Many palms, however, have to 
he mature plants before they are 
seen at their best It can be 10 
or more before the plants 
to develop their true charac¬ 
ter. By this time, they have almost 
become heirlooms and are usually 
seen in the tropical-house atmos¬ 
phere of a botanical garden where 
the necessary time and conditions 
are present to bring them to matu¬ 
rity. 

Also the high heating costs in 
winter and cooling costs in sum¬ 
mer need to be considered in rear¬ 
ing the plants. Palms are probably 
the most expensive houseplants 
that you are likely to acquire. 
Therefore, if you have a palm or 
are thinking of buying one, it 
would be a good idea to leam how 
to take care of it. 

Although palms are associated 
with the Pacific islands, they have 
not always grown there. A hun¬ 
dred and twenty million years 
ago, most of the globe had the 
same climate and palms were 
more widely distributed. 

Then came the cooling that 
ended with the Ice Ages. The 
palm retreated before the cold, but 
a very few were left in the tem¬ 
perate zones and a few in the sub¬ 
tropics. 



They have no annual rings of 
ffowih: they grow taller without 
growing thicker. AH their leaves 
are produced from die top of the 
stem, and their flowers and fruits 
are found among their leaves. 

All transplant easily even as 
mature, fruiting plants, in spring 
or summer. It is not unnnwi to see 
rally-grown palm trees being 
planted outside buildings, as in 
Jerusalem outside City Hall and 
the Old City. 



Few foliage plants can compete with palms for elegance. 


MOST of the world’s 3,500 
species of palms (family Palmae ) 
need a tropical climate of heat and 
moisture' as a way of -life.-. 
..Therefore, palms find: even the 
subtropical climate of. southern 
California or Florida somewhat 
chilly. 

Only two palms are known to be 
native to a northern climate, the 
fan palm iTrachycarpus fortune !) 
and the European fan palm 
[Chamaewps humilis). These are 
the two hardiest palms and are 


most often seen growing outside 
in many north European coun¬ 
tries. 

Most of the palms on the bor¬ 
derline of the temperate zone 
belong to the group with fan 
eaves. In the tropics, the feather 
leaf is much more common. These 
feather-leaf palms are the ones 
most prized as houseplants. 

More than two-thirds of the 
world’s palm species grow in rain 
forests. A few hardy species like 
the date palm live in dry, open 
habitats, but even these must have 
access to a permanent under¬ 
ground water source. 

The two date-palm trees that are 
usually found growing in the 
Mediterranean area are Phoenix 
dactylifera (Heb. dekel), native to 
North Africa, and Phoenix 
canariensis, native to the Canary 
Islands. These palms have been 
cultivated for more than 6,000 
years. 

The date palms cultivated in 
Israel were introduced mainly 
from Iraq.. A single tree can pro-' 
duce 50 kilograms of dates every 
year for 100 years or more. 

Israel has one native palm, 
Hyphaene thebaica (Heb. dekel 
adorn) that grows near Eilat as 
well as on the continent of Africa. 


THE coconut palm (Cocos 
nucifera) is one of the most beau¬ 
tiful and best-known palms, as 


well as a major source of veg¬ 
etable fat. The coconut will ger- 
minate even after floating in water 
for many months. 

It is interesting to note that the 
popular resort town of Palm 
Beach in Florida received its 
name after a shipwrecked cargo of 
coconuts was washed onto the 
barren, sandy beach and took root. 
Early settlers gathered the nuts 
and planted them to create a palm- 
shaded area, which was named 
Palm City in 1880. It was renamed 
Palm Beach in 1887. 

. T^ e w °rid’s most popular 
indoor palm originates from Lord 
Howe Island, a very small island 
east of Australia. 

The Kentia palm, as it is' called, 
has the botanical name of Howea 
jorsteriana , because of its source. 
This is the “Victorian" palm asso¬ 
ciated with palm courts. 

Kentia palms have remained in 
the forefront of popularity over 
the years in spite of ever-increas¬ 
ing cost 

.Mature plants can grow to three 
meters niihcthome. As the Kentia 
is slow-growing, producing one to 
three leaves per year, it is usually 
planted two or three to a poL 
It is extremely tolerant of differ¬ 
ing light conditions and will sur- 
viw with less light than other 
palms. Palms are unlike other 
ti'ees as they do not and cannot 
have any real branches. 
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A FEW helpful hints for growing 
palms in die home: 

Light: The palm tolerates high- 
level light and full winter sun but 
during summer prefers indirect 
light. If your room is very sunny 
you may need to diffuse the direct 
sunlight with a net curtain. Tbe 
palm survives well in artificial 
light 

Temperature: Winter tempera¬ 
tures should not be less than 10° 
Summer temperatures should not 
exceed 30®. The palm will tolerate 
hotter conditions, if the humidity 
is high and it is not in frill sun¬ 
light 

Water: Water once or twice a 
week during summer. During the 
Winter, watering depends on the 
temperature of your borne. 

Most losses occur during the 
winter due to overwatering 
Always use water with the dull 
taken off (lukewarm; and not 
straight from the tap to water all 
houseplants during the winter. 

Allow the soil to dry out a little 
between waterings. 

Palms, like most plants, need 
plenty of water during active 
growth. Generally there is less 
growth in winter due to low light 
and low temperature levels. 

Humidity: The palm enjoys 
being sprayed daily with a fin* 
mist of soft water during hot 
weather. If you live in a haiti- 
water area, boil a kettle of water 
and let it cool, then use in your 
mist bottle. 

Feeding: During the period of 
active growth (usually spring to 
laic summer) feed ever other week 
with liquid seaweed or an all-pur¬ 
pose plant food, following the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

Don t feed during the winter. 

Soil: Palms need good drainage 
ui their potting mix. A ready¬ 
made mix for houseplants that 
includes volcanic rock (Heb. toof) 
is the most suitable. 

Repotting: The best time to 
repor palms is in the spring, 
before they start active growth. 
Larger palms growing in large 
pots usually do not need to be 
repotted. Gently remove 4-6 eras 
or old topsoil with a trowel. 

All palms should have a few 
centimeters of fresh topsoil with 
two tablespoons of a slow-release 


fertilizer added to - the "top of the 
pots once.a year, preferably in 
spring ot su mme r. 

Cleaning: Palms pick np dust 
oasily with their big leaves: lb get 
as much light as possible directed 
to your plants, clean the leaves 
whenever they need it. 

Dilute 5-6 drops of milk in a 
cup of soft water and wipe: over 
the leaves with a soft cloth. 

. J put my palms outside. Hnrino a 
light rain shower at least four 
times during the rainy season. 
After 20 minutes, they, come .back 
into the house with shiny leaves, 
looking brand new. Remember 


heavy rain together with hail 
would damage the leaves. 

Do not use an aerosol leafs hine 
. on your palms -" 

ftrunmg: Older leaves that are 
quite dry should be cut off as 
dose, to the trunk as possible. A 
pruner or a small -saw should be 
used. 

■ Problems: If new, young leaves 
tan brown it means the plant 
needs, a wanner position. If 
"younger leaves are not as big as 
the older leaves, the plant is lack¬ 
ing food. If the older leaves are 
(hying up, it is a sign that it is too 
hbt.‘If the new leaf does not 


uhfoldr it could be there is not 
enough light or the air is too dry. 

Pests .and diseases: Examine 
your plants periodically fen 1 mealy 
bug or scale insects which show 
up as brown spots. Treat with ah 
insecticide spray on, and tmdec, 
the leaves and repeat after 14 
days. 


Batsheva Mink is a curator of 
the Jerusalem . Botanical 
Gardens, Givat Ram. Your gar¬ 
dening questions and comments 
are welcome. Contact Batsheva 
Mink, FOB 3943 , Jerusalem 
91039. 
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Large dogs for little people 
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By DVora Ben Shaul 


A 


reader with children aged 
two and six writes that she 
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—wand her husband want to 
get a dog bat would like some 
advice before buying. 

She asks what breeds are best 
u u and wonders 

rMM a P 05 ? 5 “V danger 
to children. She voices particular 
concern about the possibility of 
dog bites. . 

Their house is small, she adds 
and the family is thinking of a 
small breed. 

Dogs and children generally 
, a g° od combination. 

SCion”" 8115 ' a lQt rf 

^d’laige, it usually works 

die ^ dog is Wwo- dian 
the children, since a large dog is 

SlT tolerant and fids 
itself less threatened by even the 

most rambunctious toddler or 
child. 

While statistics seem to show 


^ 3t dogs such 38 German 
s “®P“ e Pds and chows, rottweilers 
and Doberman pinschers are the 
worat biters, these statistics may 
well be skewed. y 

If a small dog nips a person, in 
most cases the bite is so tiny it 
d°® s dt even break the skin. 
And it the dog in question is your 
own healthy, vaccinated pet, the 
bite may never be reported and 
will not be included in the statis¬ 
tics. 

On the other hand, a bite from a 
targe dog may require medical 
treatment and will thereby figure 
in statistical calculations. 

-SLm tbat ’ large dogs 31-6 

preferable as pets for children. 
i?-?j most “raraon reason for a 
cmid getting bitten is the child's 

having approached the dog’s 
food while the pet was eating. 
While many dogs will allow m, 
adult owner to take away their 
food bowl they seem to consider 
children their equals and view 
cnem as competition. 

Dogs need to be taught to 
gRw children to approach their 
£Er\ but even so is a good 
JtVf s “ ^ildren fine 
the dog alone when it is eatine 

bonef DaWH1 ^"~' P ° favorite 

^mother reason dogs bile cfaij- 
d ^“J tois is especially true 
®L smaJ do 2 s - is that children 
often relate to the dog as a doll 
fcymg to dress it or place it in 
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A child needs to lean, that dogs feel pain (00 . 
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00 Large breeds will tolerate a 
rao ™ “il- and ear-pulling 
Jan wiU a small or toy breed® 
Rinata matter of self iSSES 

Ofeourse, even among large 
breeds some are more prone m 
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By HBCHAEl AJZEKSTAPT 

T hey didn’t want her where 
she wanted to be, and Keren 
Hadar, 23, wasn’t sure about 
the place that did. It was the Israel 
Vocal Arts Institute that told her 
snootily three years ago that opera 
5x wasn’t just about singing. And she 
v told the Beit Zvi Drama School in 
Ramat Gan that she’d really rather 
study opera abroad. 

They convinced her to stay, 
which is just as well. After three 
intensive years, Hadar got her big 
break a few weeks ago performing 
Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady at 
the Rartiat Gan Theater. It was her 
first major role. 

‘Tm about to graduate from Beit 
Zvi jn half a year,” she says, “and 
T must admit that these were three 
very difficult years, but they were 
lots of fun too. I learned a lot from 
all the great teachers we have here 
and even more so from all the stu¬ 
dents around me” 

Hadar, who has emerged as one 
of. the finest local musical theater 
talents, reweals “that I thought this 
role was too big for me. I must 
admit that I was not famili ar with 
the musical, but soon enough I fell 
in love with it.” 

’Musicals were far from her mind 
when she did her DDF service 
some five years ago. She didn’t 
even consider auditioning for an 
entertainment troupe, because “I 
was an opera fanatic," she recalls 
in retrospect. “Light music wasn't 
anything to consider. So I was just 
doing regular army stuff in the 
morning and studying voice in the 
evenings. Today I would have 
probably tried to enter an enter¬ 
tainment troupe at least for the 


experience, if nothing more.” 

And what about the future: Will 
she continue to do musicals or go 
back into her initial love of opera? 

“I believe I'm good at many 
things - from classical music to 
Ladino songs to musicals and 
opera. I am a lyric soprano with a 
Tendency to be dramatic in my pre¬ 
sentation." 

Beit Zvi director Gary Bilu says 
“I would love to see a local pro¬ 
ducer take the chance and put on a 
production of Carmen Jones for 
her, it suits her perfectly. It’s very 
gratifying to find someone with 
such vocal talent and realize that 
you can help her develop it and 
bring it forward." 

And then there is that inevitable 
comparison to the other unknown 
Beil Zvi student who starred as 
Eliza about a decade ago, and 
from that role went on to super¬ 
stardom. But Hadar tries to avoid 
the comparison to Rita. 

"Rita is gorgeous, she is magnif¬ 
icent. She is the one and only and 
there’s no one else like her," Hadar 
says. “It’s not fair to compare me 
to her.” 

At the moment Hadar is working 
on her first disc, which she says 
will feature songs written for her 
by Nurit Hirsh, Zvika Pik, Kobi 
Oshrat and maybe Uzi Hitman. 

She also awaits the return to the 
Beit Zvi stage of both My Fair 
Lady - a production no lover of 
the genre could afford to miss - 
and Hair. She admits that outside 
the school and her emerging 
career, “I have no real life ” 

But she definitely is terrific on 
stage and if Eliza is anything to go 
by, Keren Hadar is on the verge of 
a great future. 



Eliza Doolittle (Keren Hadar) takes tea. 


Singers of our era 
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S ome people apparently 
believe that the golden days 
of singing are long past us. 
But a look at the recent crop of 
opera and lieder discs by the 
leading stars of our time suggests 
’ that there is nothing wrong with 
the level of singing today; quite 
the contrary. 

And although the record indus¬ 
try is having its problems, more 
than a few recital and concert 
discs feature young arid upcom¬ 
ing stars who have nothing to 
apologize for. 

Take, for example, American 
mezzo-soprano Jennifer 

Larmore, whose new albums of 
unknown Rossini arias is a win¬ 
ner (Amore per Rossini, Tel dec 
0630-13147-2). 

Larmore is undoubtedly one of 
the more lush mezzos of our 
rime; her voice is captivating, 
caressing and all-encompassing. 
On this disc she sings eight arias 
from operas like Maihilde di 
Shabran, Bianca e Faliero or 
Armida, and thrills you from 
beginning to end. In true Rossini 
style, Larmore dazzles you with 
her coloraturas and reaches your 
heart with her natural warmth. 

Sumi Jo is one of the finest col¬ 
oratura sopranos of our time and 
her newest album, Les Bijoux, 
(Erato 3984-23140-2) is a perfect 
vehicle for showcasing her amaz¬ 
ing artistry, with 11 arias from 
the French repertoire. 

Jo is indeed a great technical 
soprano but here she is warm¬ 
hearted and sincere; she can por¬ 
tray a character wife ease and 
charm through her crystal-clear 
vocal technique. In another 
album (La Promessa, Erato 
3984-23300-2). Jo performs 20 
Italian songs wife pianist 
Vincenzo Seal era, that showcase 
her warmth and roand voice 
more than her vocal fireworks. 

One of the most exciting debot 
albums is that of Eva Urbanova, 
whose live recorded concert wife 
the Prague Symphony Orchestra 
of music by Smetana, Dvorak 
and Janacek is simply stunning 
(Eva Urbanova Recital, Erato 
3984-23414-2). 

Urbanova has a huge lyric/dra¬ 
matic soprano which can portray 
a damsel in total emotional dis¬ 
tress (The Bartered Bride), a 
mermaid yearning for human 
love (Rusalka) and a sincere 
prayer of a socially negated gal 
(Jenufa) with the same ease, 
charm and both musical and dra¬ 
matic sincerity. This‘is a singer 
who knows how to walk that fine 
line between fee dramatic and fee 
lyric without falling into the trap 



Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868) stopped writing opera in 1829. 


of being overly emotional. 
Remember her name; Eva 
Urbanova seems bound for star¬ 
dom. 

One of the hottest lieder 
singers of our time is coun¬ 
tertenor Brian Asawa, whose 
voice can pierce your heart like a 
dagger with its immediacy and 
emotional sincerity. 

The Dark is My Delight (BMG 
90266-88182) is a jewel full of 
numerous gems, including five 
songs by Thomas Campion and 
II by John Dowland. 

These could easily have been 
the pop hit tunes of fee late 16th 
and early 17th centuries. The 
songs are most beguiling yet they 
are much more than minute dit¬ 
ties. Each has a whole-world 
encompassed within its lyrics 
and music and Asawa, accompa¬ 
nied by David Tayler on fee lute, 
simply sails through them in a 
very profound way. 

In Vocalise (BMG 90266- 
89032) Asawa delves into more 
un fami liar material, a selection 
of French and Russian rarities 
topped by three songs of Villa- 
Lobos, including one of the most 
touching and evocative rendi¬ 
tions of the Bachianas 
Brasileiras No. 5. 

Brian Asawa seems to sing with 
effortless simplicity and refine¬ 
ment. Listen to these discs and 
you will immediately discover 


one of the most romantic and 
soothing voices in the repertoire. 

THE new album of The King's 
Singers ( Night Songs, BMG 
9026-68646-2), a compilation of 
15 charming songs performed in 
the ensemble's very special style, 
is also enjoyable. 

These German lieder 
(Schubert, Brahms. Schumann) 
are most invigorating when per¬ 
formed by six singers, rather than 
one. The singing is always clean, 
the performance very stylistic 
and the overall feeling is of total 
joie de vivre in music making. 

Last but not least is new tenor 
sensation Jose Cura, whose disc 
of Argentinean songs (Onhelo, 
Erato 39S4-23138-2) is anything 
but yet another poorly conceived 
crossover album. 

Cura emerges here as a com¬ 
prehensive musician, who aside 
from singing, is also responsible 
for fee orchestrations and some 
conducting and composing, too. 
But it is above all his creamy 
tenor, a most welcome guest at 
the leading opera houses of our 
time, which captures you from 
.beginning to end. 

This rewarding album contains 
some great Latin American 
music performed wife sincerity, 
aplomb and vocal panache. Cura 
emerges as a great singer who 
pays a graceful tribute to his own 
musical traditions. 


By MAN GOODMAN 

M ote, fean-p • generation 
after he played his first 
show in North America, 
Elton John can still draw a 
crowd. 

The English rocker was North 
America's most popular 1998 
concert draw, in terms of ticket 
sales, with an estimated $46.2 
million, according to data 
released on Monday by concert 
industry trade magazine Pollstar. 

The industry closed the year 
with $1.3 billion for all tours, 
essentially matching 1997, 
Pollstar said. 

The record is $1.4 billion, 
which was rung up in 1994, when 
such star attractions as The 
Rolling Stones, The Eagles. The 
Grateful Dead and Barbra 
Streisand were all on the road. 

“It (1998) was not a year feat 
promoters cried about, nor did 
they crow about it either," said 
Gary Bongiovanni, editor-in- 
chief of Fresno, California-based 
Pollstar. 

Behind John were: the Dave 
Matthews Band, $40.1 million; 
Canadian singer Celine Dion, 
$38.1 million; New Age artist 
Yanni. $37.4 million, and country 
star Garth Brooks, $37.2 million. 

Brooks, the biggest selling solo 
artist in US music history, was 
No. 1 by another measure. He 
drew the biggest crowds, playing 
to an average of 67,274 people in 
each of the 27 cities on his 99- 
stop arena tour, said Pollstar. 

Brooks charged about $19 per 
ticket, by far the lowest among 
fee top 20 touring acts. 
Bongiovanni said. 

“Three years ago, ticket prices 
of S50-S70 stood out like a sore 
thumb,” Bongiovanni said. “In 
1998, those prices are not at all 
surprising.” 

John, wbo first played fee 
United States in August 1970 
wife a showcase at fee tiny 
Troubadour club in West 
Hollywood, earned his $46.2 mil¬ 
lion from 63 shows in 52 cities. 
He played to an average crowd of 
20,000 people per city. 



Elton John 

The Dave Matthews Band, the 
Virginia-based combo, played 85 
shows in 76 cities. 

The Rolling Stones, last year's 
top act with $89.3 million, spent 
most of the year in Europe but 
still managed to rank 10th in 
North America with $31.8 mil¬ 
lion. Worldwide, the veteran 
rockers earned $161.4 million, 
according to Pollstar. 

“The Stones are clearly the No. 
1 concert act in the world and 
have been for some time," said 
Bongiovanni. 

He cited the Stones, the Dave 
Matthews Band and the ninth- 
ranked George Strait Country 
Music Festival ($33 million) as 
among the year’s success stories. 

Honors for the busiest act went 
to modern rock band Third Eye 
Blind, which played 137 shows in 
136 cities and grossed $7.8 mil¬ 
lion, Bongiovanni said. 

He declined to elaborate on this 
year’s losers, but Pollstar figures 
painted a grim picture for the 
Kiss ($14.1 million). Von Halen 
($8.8 million) and H.O.R.D.E. 
Festival ($7.6 million) tours, 
none of which made the top 20. 
Kiss actually led the field in 1996 
when its reunion tour grossed 
$43.6 million. 

Bongiovanni was bullish about 
prospects for 1999 when the 
Rolling Stones, Bruce 
Springsteen and fee E Street 
Band and Madonna are all sched¬ 
uled to bit the road. (Reuters) 


We are pleased to announce the opening of 
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Babies from Moscow, Russia 
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of the muse 

By MICHAEL AJZEHSTADT 

Ben-Dor records neglected masterpieces 

Maes era Giselle Ben-Dor, the Uruguayan-born Israeli conductor 
who is fee music director of the Santa Barbara Symphony 
Orchestra, has recently signed a recording contract wife 
BMG/Conifer. Her first disc for fee label was fee world-premiere 
recording of the complete score to the ballet Estancia by Alberto 
Ginastera, coupled with fee same composer’s other ballet, Panambi. 

Another recent disc by Ben-Dor. this time for the Koch label, fea¬ 
tures the world-premiere recording of fee original version of the 
ballet La Comnela by Silvestre Revueltas in tandem with the same 
composer’s Iiinerarios and Colorines. 

Sinfonietta announces new music adviser 

Estonian conductor Eri KJass has been appointed music adviser of 
the Israel Sinfonietta Beersheba beginning next season. Klass lives 
and works in Estonia, and wiU give the orchestra about four weeks 
a year. He will replace the current music director, Uri Mayer, who 
will bid the orchestra farewell after conducting several programs 
this season. 

Philharmonic to record ‘La BohemeV 

For fee first time in its history, fee Israel Philharmonic Orchestra 
is about to record an opera. 

Although IPO music director Zubin Mehta has many opera 
recordings to his credit and has also conducted the IPO in more 
than a few operatic productions, orchestra and maestro have not col¬ 
laborated on an opera. 

It will be recorded for Philips at the Manu Auditorium in Tel Aviv 
with the first sessions taking place at the end of January and the 
final ones at the end of June. The star-studded cast features Italian 
pop stars turned into opera heroes. Andrea Bocelli and Barbara 
Frinoli will sing fee ill-fated lovers. 

On February 25, Mehta and fee IPO will perform a special con¬ 
cert at London's Buckingham Palace with clarinetist Sharon Kam as 
soloist. The concert, which is organized by the IPO Foundation and 
Arts for Nature, will be part of a two-day series of events at the 
palace which will be attended by members of the royal family. 


Anthony Hopkins 
stays the oddball 


Laurence Olivier in the London 
stage production of Dance of 
Death in 1966. When Olivier 
became ill, Hopkins stepped into 
fee role. Olivier said Hopkins 
“walked away with the part like a 
cat with a mouse between its 
teeth." 

In Howards End and The 
Remains of the Day , Hopkins per¬ 
fected a polite holding back of 
emotion, made up of syncopated 
pauses and gentlemanly mutter- 
in gs. 

But he is best-known for his 
chilling performance as Hannibal 
Lecter, a psychopathic psychiatrist 
who devours his patients, in 
Jonathan Demme’s The Silence of 
the Lambs. Hopkins played the evil 
Dr. Lecter opposite Jodie Foster, a 
fledgling FBr agent who must 
enlist his help in tracking down a 
serial killer. 

Lecter was behind bars for most 
of the movie, but he managed to 
terrify Foster (and the film’s audi¬ 
ences) wife his eerie, chilling por¬ 
trayal of a soft-spoken madman. 

“It was easy to get into the char¬ 
acter,” Hopkins recalls. ‘1 saw the 
external of fee man, I saw he would 
be economical in his movements. 
And I saw he would have no sense 
of uncertainty, which of course is a 
true symptom of madness." 

He won an Oscar for the role. 

Hopkins was nominated again as 
an English gentleman in The 
Remains of the Day, in the title role 
in Nixon, and as fee benign but 
cantankerous John Quincy Adams 
in Amistad. His most recent films 
include The Mask of Zorro and 
Meet Joe Black. (AP) 


turbulent,” Hopkins says. “I've 
never been one of those peaceful 
characters." 

Hopkins has portrayed many of 
what be calls “people who aren't 
very tightly wrapped.” He has 
played Adolf Hitler, fee Lindbergh 
baby kidnapper Bruno Hauptmaim 
and the disturbed ventriloquist in 
the cult favorite. Mitgic. He’s less 
proud of his work in fluffier films 
like International Velvet with 
Tatum O’Neal. 

Hopkins was born on Dec. 31, 
1937. in South Wales. “1 was an 
oddball when I was a kid,” he says. 
“I hated school. In the postwar 
period, we didn’t have good teach¬ 
ers. Our education was hideous, a 
lot of corporal punishment. I was 
terrible in everything " 

Hopkins' teachers told him be 
was a failure, and he took those 
feelings of inadequacy with him 
when he became an actor. 

“1 used to feel like a closed fist 
on the stage," he recalls. *Td be 
angry at the audience and angry at 
fee other actors. Thai anger has 
stayed with me all my life.” 

Although Hopkins was a poor 
student, be won a scholarship to 
the Welsh College of Music and 
Drama. He also attended the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art in . 
London. 

Hopkins made his stage debut in 
Julius Caesar in 1964. His first 
film was The Lion in Winter in 
1968 with Peter O’Toole and 
Katharine Hepburn. 

Hopkins was an understudy to 


Music on a Winter's Night 

at the Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem 
Presents 

"Duo Classica" 

Classical and Spanish Music 
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Ministries to 
synchronize road-rail 
planning activity 


By JESSICA gTBNBERS 

la an effort to solve worsening 
traffic jams, the National 
Infrastructure and Transport 
Ministries are joining forces on a 
master priority plan for building 
highways and railroads over the 
next decade, according to 
National Infrastructure Director 
General Yaakov Katz. 

**7116 goal is to find an econom¬ 
ic and timely strategy for trans¬ 
portation infrastructure, with one 
staff of experts and one final deci¬ 
sion.’' Katz said. 

Until now, the Transport 
Ministry handled inter-city trans¬ 
portation „ while Infrastructure 
dealt with intra-city traffic, he 
said. The new plan calls for a joint 
staff headed by both ministries, as 
well as representatives from the 
Treasury and Interior Ministry. 

A master plan is all well and 
good, said Hebrew University 
economist and public utilities 
expert Reuven Gronau, but there’s 
still a major division of responsi¬ 
bility among the relevant authori¬ 
ties. 

“There's the road authority, the 
train authority, the light rail peo¬ 
ple,” Gronau said. "There's 
grandiose plans in each city and 
there’s no prioritizing.” 

The priorities are quite simple, 
according to the grassroots 


Committee for Public 
Transportation. Stop building 
roads and start laying tracks. 

“Mayor Olmert could have 
rebuilt the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv line 
for the same money he used on 
the Begin artery,” said committee 
representative Henry Gold. 

Like many “green” organiza¬ 
tions, Gold’s group is pushing for 
a mass transit solution that is 
more economically, socially and 
environmentally viable. 

"Cars cost about NIS 2,000 a 
month to run and most people earn 
NIS 5,000 to NIS 7,000 a month.” 
said Gold, an engineer who does¬ 
n’t own a car. “The solution is an 
integrated system where you get 
off the train and pick up a bus.” 

In 1997. the government spent 
NIS 3.5 billion on new roads 
across the country', including the 
NIS 900 million spent on the 
Begin Highway, according to 
Central Bureau of Statistics fig¬ 
ures. In 1999, NIS 600 million is 
planned for mass transit. 16 per¬ 
cent of total transportation infra¬ 
structure spending. 

‘‘If the government took half of 
that NIS 3.5 billion and spent it on 
light rail, then we wouldn't have 
to worry about priority lists" 
Gold said. “The issue is that in 
relative terms, we’re spending the 
minimum on mass transit,” he 
said. 


Egypt, Israel to 



By DAWP ZEV HARRIS 

Egypt and Israel will begin com¬ 
mercial talks for the supply of 
Egyptian natural gas eariy next 
month, the National Infrastructure 
Ministry announced yesterday. 

Israel is in the process of select¬ 
ing its energy supply for well into 
the next century, with piped natur¬ 
al gas die firm favorite. But until 
last week, there were no formal 
talks with Egypt, die obvious 
potential supplier. 

National Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon had refused to respond 
to overtures from multinational com¬ 
panies operating out of Egypt until 
he had received a formal letter from 


the Egyptian authorities expressing 
interest in supplying natural gas. 
Late last week Egyptian General 
Petroleum Corporation (EGPCj 
Chairman Abdel Khaiek Ayyad 
wrote to Sharott expressing interest 
in supplying gas, allowing Sharon to 
confirm yesterday that this allows "a 
serious look at the possibility of a 
credible, continuous supply of gas to 
Israel under any circumstances and 
on an economic and commercial 
basis alone.” By purchasing natural 
gas from Egypt* Israel will save an 
annual $150 tnini tm over any viable 
alternative, according to industry 
expert Amit Mar. 

His figures suggest SI00m. will 
be saved directly, while social and 


environmental costs win be 
reduced by at least $50m. in com¬ 
parison with other fossil fitels. 

Sources in the multinationals 
expressed surprise that Israel had 
decided to publicize the news at 
such an early stage, especially 
given the commercial and political 
sensitivity in relations between die 
states* “We’re all pleased by tins 
development but want to continue 
with this quietly,” said one compa¬ 
ny representative. 

Israel is currently in talks with 
other companies and countries-for 
the supply of Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG). However there are huge 
costs involved in establishing (he 
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plants required to safely transport 
die gas by container ships. 

‘The only choice has to be 
Egypt,” said an Israeli indusny 
source. This view i&.aue shared by 
the Israel Electric Corporation 
(IECX which is leading n^ouanons 
and will be the nrain consumer of 

gas-which will fuel the turbines m 

its power generation plants. 

The venue for talks has yet to be 
finalized, according to National 
Infr astructure Ministry Director- 
General Yaakov Katz. The negoti¬ 
ations will be led by IEC and the 
multinationals led by Amoco and 
ENL with both Sharon’s ministry 
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focus on the timetable, quantities 
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die Sinai towards the border at 
Eilat. The former would possibly 
allow for future supply to Lebanon 
and Turkey, while the latter could 
also benefit the Palestinian areas 
and Jordan. ... 

Once there is an agreement, deliv¬ 
ery will take some 2-2J years. 
Israel is expected to e nsure a sec¬ 
ondary power source sqppper. in 
case relations with Egypt deteno- 
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Liberman 
heirs seek 
$450m. 
for Paz 
share 

By DAM GERSTBlfBLD 

The hmhs-ofAusrralian-Jewish 
investor Jack LiBfcrman are asking 
for some $450 million for their 
controlling interest in the Paz Oil 
Company, a source close to the 
negotiations said yesterday. 

Bidders for the family's stake in 
Israel’s largest petroleum company 
include businessmen Michael 
Doisman and Hanna Ben-Yehuda, 
who confirmed yesterday that they 
are holding advanced negotiations 
with the Liberman family and Zadik 
Bino, who represents the family. 

Hie source said that the Israel 
Corp. is also interested in the com¬ 
pany and that at least one more 
group has entered negotiations. 

There have been rumors char 
Claridge Israel, which is controlled 
by the Bronfman family and holds 
30% of Paz. is interested in acquir¬ 
ing the holdings of Liberman 
through Koor Industries. 

The Liberman family, together 
with Bino. holds 63 percent of the 
fuel company through Aura 
Investment. The remaining 7% are 
held by Paz CEO Mordechai Ben- 
Sbacb. In a -statement, Dorsraan 
and Ben-Yehuda said they would 
be interested in buying the compa¬ 
ny for an “appropriate price.” 

Dorsman - the son-in-law of 
shipping magnate Ted Arison, who 
last year purchased controlling 
stake in Bank Hapoalim - said the 
Arison group is not involved in the 
deal and that he intends to finance 
it from the resources of Public 
Investments.- an investment compa¬ 
ny jointly held with Ben-Yehuda. 

Sources close to Public 
Investments said that the company 
is interested in acquiring a 100% 
stake and is holding negotiations 
with all shareholders. Ben-Shach 
will be asked to remain in the 
company, he added. 



LA auto show 

This 1999 Lincoln Cartier is one of the latest US-made models to be exhibited at the Los Angeles Anto Slow, which opens 
Saturday at the city's convention center and runs through January 10. f ap> 


‘Monetary: council' wall strengthen governors role 


By DAVID ZEV HARRIS 

The Levin Committee’s recom¬ 
mendation to introduce a mone¬ 
tary council was in no way intend¬ 
ed to weaken the authority of 
Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel, nor the bank itself, com¬ 
mittee member and Tel Aviv 
University economist Haim Ben- 
Shahar said yesterday. 

Following Monday’s publication 
of the committee’s report, various 
media reports suggested the report 
was “a blow to the governor,” 
adding that "his exclusive authori¬ 
ty to fix interest rates will be with¬ 
drawn.” 


However, Ben-Sbahar said the 
decision to recommend a council 
to make key monetary' decisions, 
including setting interest rates, 
merely emulates similar frame¬ 
works alreadu existence in dozens 
of Western states. 

“In our opinion this strengthens 
the governor,” said Ben-Shahar, 
explaining the five-member council 
will add weight to decisions and 
will effectively bring to an end per¬ 
sonal attacks against the governor. 
The Bank of Israel itself also rec¬ 
ommended a monetary council." 

There is absolutely nothing to 
read between the lines that implies 
any form of dissatisfaction with 
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Frenkel nor any bid to weaken his 
position or that of the central 
bank, Ben-Shahar added. 

The Levin Committee further 
recommended the governor no 
longer serve as economics adviser 
to the government. This, too. was 
a move supported by Frenkel, who 
on the one hand has to display the 
independence of a governor, yet at 
the same time must to offer his 
views on macro- and other eco¬ 
nomic issues of the day. 

Senior Bank of Israel sources 
yesterday said the bank will be 
studying the two-volume report 
closely in upcoming days before it 
would discuss any specifics per¬ 


taining to its content. 

The Levin Committee was set up 
in part in the wake of an ongoing 
effort from various presure groups 
interested in a relatively weak 
shekel. Those groups include the 
Manufacturers Association, the 
Chambers of Commerce, some 
senior Treasury officials, and to a 
lesser extent the Histadrut labor 
union. 

Until recently Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu staunchly 
supported (he bank’ in its struggle 
for a strong shekel, but in recent 
weeks he has backtracked, calling 
for a retreat from next year’s 4- 
percent inflation target 


BRUSSELS (Reuters) ‘ - 
Surrounded by hype about the 
debut of Europe's single currency 
on Friday, some consumers may 
be disappointed to find they will 
have to wait until 2002 to actually 
use the new coins. 

But those who are eager to be 
pioneers in Europe’s brave new 
monetary world will be able to 
experiment with a variety of trans¬ 
actions in euros once they recover 
from their New Year celebrations. 

Those transactions include bank 
accounts, bank transfers, mort¬ 
gages, credit card payments, trav¬ 
eler’s cheques, personal checks - 
just about anything, that is. that 
doesn’t involve cash. 

Belgian banks, often in the van¬ 
guard in banking matters, have even 
announced that consumers can get 
toe Proton prepaid electronic pay¬ 
ment card- used generally for inex¬ 
pensive purchases such as phone 
calls - in euros in 1999. 

The number of merchants who 
will accept euro payments is like¬ 
ly to be small at first, with the per¬ 
centage growing as consumers 
become more comfortable with 
the new currency. 

Jim Murray, director of the 
European Consumers' Organization 
(BEUC) in Brussels, is one of the 
adventurous ones. He said he Iras 
already asked his bank to open a 
euro account for him; joking that he 
wanted to be a ‘leader of fashion”. 

“P wanted to] start the process; 
to get into it early.” he said. 

However, he said others should 
not feel pressured to follow suit 
“Because there's a transition period, 
it’s something people can be relaxed 
about, at least at the beginning.” 

The EU has decided ro introduce 
the single currency in stages to 
avoid an abrupt switchover. Eleven 
countries - Austria, Belgium. 
Finland, France, Germany, Ireland 
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Portugal and Spain - will launch the 
euro on New Year’s Day. 

But they will not ditch their own 
currencies until mid-20 02. 

Euro notes and coins will be 


Euro pioneers ready 


issued from January 1 of that year. 
‘‘ During the transition period, 
euro zone residents will find a 
growing number of chances to try 
out the new currency. 

For example, Bass Hotels & 
Resorts, saying it was "ahead of the 
game”, announced in September, it 
would allow guests at more than 
300 Inter-Continental Crowne 
Plaza, and Holiday Inn hotels to pay 
in euros from January 1. 

It said they could make credit 
card or other electronic payments or 
use "eurochecks” the system that 
already allows Europeans to write 
cheques in multiple currencies. 

Ian Graham, leader of Bass's 
euro steering committee, said the 
move responds partly to demand 
from corporate customers - such 
as the German electronics giant 
Siemens - which have announced 
they would prefer to be billed in 
euros in the next fiscal year. 

“We can steal a march on a com¬ 
petitor that hasn't prepared as 
folly,” he said. 

Experts say it is difficult to pre¬ 
dict how many companies will fol¬ 
low Bass's example. But Hasan 
Alemdar, director of Visa 
International’s single currency 
unit, said the numbers are likely to 
be higher initially in areas that are 
major travel destinations, and in 
countries such as France and 
Spain where the banking infra¬ 
structure is centralized. 

Based on a quick survey of banks 
in July. Europay International esti¬ 
mates that about 10 percent of mer¬ 
chants mil begin accepting euro 
payments in 1999, with an addition¬ 
al 40 percent signing on in 2000, 
said Dominique Bichut, the compa¬ 
ny’s euro program coordinator. 

Europay operates, the Eurocard- 
MasterCard, Maestro, Cirrus and 
eurocheck payment systems, all of 
which will offer the euro option 
from January 1. 

The consumers who are most 
likely to dip into tile new currency 
are those who do a lot of travel¬ 
ling, experts say. 

"When they get their statement. 
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they can see what they paid in one 
currency instead of 11 different 
currencies ” Alemdar said. 

Visa, the Thomas Cook Group, 
and American Express are among 
companies that will be offering 
traveler's cheques denominated in 
euros from January 1. 

Officials said the option should 
appeal to individuals who are trav¬ 
elling to several euro zone coun¬ 
tries and want to cany only one set 
of checks. 

Customers from outside the euro 
zone - say from Britain or the 
United States - might also prefer 
euros to sterling or dollars, 
because they will not have to 
worry about exchange rate fluctu¬ 
ations. they said. 

During the transition period, the 
exchange rates between the 11 par¬ 
ticipating currencies - and between 
them and the euro - will be fixed. 
That will make it easier for travelers 
to know exactly how much they are 
spending and to avoid getting ripped 
off when they change their money. 

Consumers who want to use the 


Invest in the world's major exchanges 
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to charge 

new currency will get some guid¬ 
ance from logos declaring "We 
accept payment in euros” in ooe of 
eight languages - an initiative of the 
European Commission, die EU’s 
executive body. Shopkeepers who 
display the logo have agreed to abide 
by six principles for dual pricing. 

For example, they will not charge 
a fee if a consumer decides to pay in 
euros and will follow rules for 
rounding out conversions into euros. 

Ceu Pereira, economic adviser 
in charge of the euro for the retail 
federation EuroCommerce, said 
use of the logo will vary. 

German retail and consumer 
associations, for example, have 
decided to follow the principles 
but forgo the logo, she said. 

Pereira said she expects to be 
one of the slow ones. “I must con¬ 
fess that at the beginning 1 maybe 
won’t even look at {euro prices],” 
she said. "I’m probably going to 


wait until 2001 .” 

Until 2002, euro zone residents 
will be able to do their banking in 
either euros or their national cur¬ 
rencies. Major European banking 
groups have agreed to follow a 
code of good practice during that 
time, pledging not to charge cus¬ 
tomers for switching accounts 
from national currencies to euros 
or to convert payments from one 
currency to the other. 

They also agreed not to charge 
special fees for services denomi¬ 
nated in euros. Because the 
exchange rate risk will disappear, 
banks will no longer charge com¬ 
missions for converting one euro 
zone currency to another, though 
they may charge handling fees. 

But banking officials said con¬ 
sumers should not necessarily 
switch over until it makes sense - 
for example when they start getting 
paid in euros. 


AMERICAN PUBLIC COMPANY 


Fast growing and specializing in a wide range 
of telecommunications products and services, 
currently building an international ISDN 
network for global video-conferencing, seeks 
Israeli privately held corporations for 
partnership/joint venturelmergerlacquisitions. 

Candidate entities must have traded for 3 years 
and have revenues in excess of US$ 5 million. 

Senior Company Executive 
currently in Israel 

For more information and/or immediate attention, 
Tel. 02-566-1867 or Fax 02-566-1871 
or Email: info@videocall.ors 
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Or contact: Videocall International Corp. 
One Canal Park, Cambridge, Ma. 02142 USA 
k Tel. 617-679-0300 Fax 617-679-0301 
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The skill that’s changing the 
face of investing! 
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Trading/lnvestscope-lsroe) are pleased to offer you an 
outstanding opportunity to take charge of your portfolio with 
Standard 8* Poor's Comstock Software, the most sophisticated 
internet equity trading and quote service available today. 

tere'»|jwjr«tipporto 

wading experts In ttie nekll Attend a 



- -- TJ T Jlp p u 

Tradi ng Seminar In Uie U.5. - wftj, a 


CommStadL. 


February HB-ay, ,g ag 

We«t Btanmfleld, Michigan 

$2500 includes flight, accommodations and seminar tuiti 
„ Subject to availabifify 

5*" se ^ inor ' win 0 l QCA 1-semir 
on Uay Trading, pleas e call Allen at {02} 6244963.; 

CommStxjck Trading Ltd, 

Tel. 02-6244963; Fax, 02^25-9515 

.cammstOBk.co 

- — ' ■ -»i _ 



E-mail: commsfoek p pohox. 


-W.S75 +&K3 



t 





















D 6r . W&. Th e Jerusalem Post Wednesday, December 30,1998 
->£>,--- 


SINESS&FINANCE 


^ks 


Come and get it 

While big firms hand out dividends we buy into Bank of Jerusalem 
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By HHL COHEN 
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US Towe the big conglomerates an 
t ( I apology. Two weeks ago i 
% Xwrote that they had little rea- 
\ son, inclination or track record of 
^ paying out substantial dividends to 
their shareholders. 

Now 1 am eating my words. 

4 Over the past few weeks there 
4 has been an absolute torrent of 
sq. companies announcing chunky 
j dividends, with the conglomerates 
4 in the vanguard. 

4 The interesting thing that 
^ remains 'to be seen is what the 
companies at the top of the pyra- 
ikpiid do with the cash that is being 
fimneled their way. 

^ The EDB/Clal Group has been 
| the main dividend payer. Clal 
| Israel declared a dividend of NIS 
400 million, Clal Industries a fur¬ 
ther '.NTS 400 million. Clal 
Electronics NIS 210 million and 
Amencan-Israeli Paper Mills NIS 
100 million. 

The IDB Group appears to have 
learned the lesson of the Delek 
takeover where Yitzhak Tshuva 
caught it napping at the wheel, 
wrongly presuming unassailable 
control over a cash-rich holding 
company with a share price almost 
inviting a predator. 

The divtdend-fesi has a dual 
effect 

. i On the one hand, by stripping 
~jcjompahies of excess cash (which a 
predator can use to finance a 
takeover) they are made less 
attractive to predators. 

On the other hand, the very act 
of declaring and paying out the 
dividend drives up the share price 
of the company by showing the 
investment community that the 
company is alive and kicking, as 
well as willing and able to share 
some of the bounty with its share¬ 
holders. 

Since takeovers are most often 
bom out of a disparity between a 
company's true value and the price 
the stock market puts on it, com¬ 
panies should naturally take what¬ 
ever action they can to make sure 
this gap is as small as possible. 

The sharp gains in the market 
: ! over the last week or so have been 
- different from those earlier this 
year. 

Brokers say that this time most 
of the activity has been local, with 
tbe'pos^ihje exception qfibe jictiv-—. 
ity in- Israel Chemicals.’where •• 
Potash Corp of Saskatchewan 
recently purchased a stake. 

Some of the activity has been 
about insiders adding to their 
holdings in their own companies. 


and there has also been some 
takeover activity. 

YET MOST of the turnover can be 
ascribed to our own ‘December 
effect*. (The US has a January 
effect which has actually itself 
turned into a December effect.) 

The institutions are hit with a 
wave of new money at the end of 
the year, as people make, or top 
up, their contributions to their 
provident funds or managers’ 
insurance (bituah menahalim ) 
plans before year end to take max¬ 
imum advantage of their tax 
allowances for die year. 

For ray part. I have always found 
it much tougher to know when to 
sell a share than when to buy one. 

If one is consistent and disci¬ 
plined in one’s analysis, one might 
buy too early and watch a stock 
drift lower, but one can never time 
the market absolutely punctually, 
and sound buying analysis is 
rewarded more often than not 

It is rbe knowing when to sell 
that is so tough. 

You can be sitting on a healthy 
gain that disappears after you wait 
too long, or trace a profit and watch 
the stock just soar and soar there¬ 
after. 

Just look at the NASDAQ right 
now. 

There are doubtless many 
investors who patiently waited 
through the US market’s plunge in 
August and September, but then 
sold into die rebound that fol¬ 
lowed. 

Now the NASDAQ is up over 
50% from its low only a few 
months, ago and anyone who sold 
into the beginnings of the rally left 
a great deal of money on the table. 

I have decided to take a profit on 
our holding in Ayaion Insurance. 

Insider buying has driven up the 
share price of the company very 
sharply over the last couple of 
weeks on extremely thin turnover, 
the perennial bane of smaller 
stocks. 

This ‘squeeze’ - buying demand 
in the almost complete absence of 
sellers - exacerbates share price 
movements. 

Since there seem to be no funda¬ 
mental reasons for the share price 
surge. I have decided to pocket the 
healthy 36% profit we have 
achieved in a stock I do not regard 
as a core Jong-reon-holding., 

Our portfolios* would .probably' 
have done a little better had I been 
more aggressive at certain points, 
or even generally. 

But notwithstanding the various 
mistakes I’ve made since the port- 
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folios have been going (buying 
some of tbe wrong stocks, selling 
others too soon, not taking up on 
the better technology names when 
they were battered beyond recog¬ 
nition four months ago) I’m still 
pretty satisfied inasmuch as we've 
handily outperformed the General 
Share Index. 

We have also undergone far less 
volatility than the index has, and 
maintaining substantial cash 
reserves through most of the peri¬ 
od. 

Ayaion was a value stock - solid 
asset base, cheap on an eamings- 
based valuation, ignored by the 
market, and a potential candidate 
for takeover in a consolidating 
insurance industry. 

It moved for reasons unrelated to 
our investment diesis, but a profit 
is a profit 

I am replacing Ayaion in the 
aggressive portfolio with another 


financial-services stock that has 
some similar traits - small, 
unloved but quite possibly 
improving. 

The stock in question is the 
Bank of Jerusalem, a sleepy mort¬ 
gage bank which is trying to trans¬ 
form itself into a more interesting 
animal. 

The bank recently received a 
commercial license, enabling it 
to offer retail and corporate 
banking services, then opened a 
private-banking operation and 
acquired what used to be the 
Unitrust brokerage operation, 
now renamed Jerusalem Capital 
Markets. 

David Blumberg, former CEO 
of United Mizrahi Bank and 
before that Bank Tefahot, was 
brought in as deputy chairman and 
David Baruch has just been 
appointed CEO. 

Tbe bank trades at a 40% dis¬ 
count to book value and 10 times 
after-tax earnings. 

The discount is not especially 
steep compared to the other small¬ 
er mongage banks tBank 
Atzmaut, Bank Adanim. Bank 
Carmel). 

They have all suffered from the 


uncertainty surrounding insurance 
commissions that the banks histor¬ 
ically received from their cus¬ 
tomers and which are the subject 
of legal challenge. Losing them 
would negatively impact on prof¬ 
itability. 

Mortgage banks turn around 
slowly, but 1 think Bank of 
Jerusalem is pretty cheap, has a 
new management, new and more 
promising and diversified lines of 
business in which it has already 
made the infrastructure benefits, 
and from which it should now 
begin to reap some benefit. 

Beyond this, there are probably 
too many small mortgage banks, 
so some consolidation could be on 
the way. 

Based on these factors we are 
making a modest investment in the 
stock. 

The writer works in the invest¬ 
ment industry and may hold posi¬ 
tions in securities mentioned in the 
column. This cohmitt should not 
he taken as advice to buy. sell or 
continue to hold any securities 
and anyone acting on the advice of 
this column does so at his or her 
ow risk. 
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Defease Ministry Director- 
General Dan Biran (left) had a' 
working meeting at the end of last 
week with Dr. Istvan Gyarmatit, 
Hungarian Undersecretary fin 1 State 
and Foreign Relations. Gyarmati 
was here as the guest of Knti Mor 
the Defense Ministry’s deputy 
director-general for foreign rela¬ 
tions. Biran and Gyannati dis¬ 
cussed relations and closer cooper¬ 
ation between the . respective 
defense establishments of their two 
countries. ■ -.* 

Miri Lent Sbarir, assistant to' 
the general manager of Shi tun 
U’Buiui Holdings, has been 
appointed to the board of directors . 
of Bank IgutL Lem Sharir. who has. 
a degree in business administration 
was previously deputy manager .of- 
Ampal. 

In another Bank Igud develop¬ 
ment, Amos Horev, tbe. chairman 
of Rafael, who serves tin the boards* 
of several leading companies, will 
retire from the board of ..the bank; 
where he has served as a represen- • 
tative of the public since 1993. 

Academics and retired'diploinats 
convened in Jerusalem Tecentiy.*for 
tbe inaugural meeting of the 
Organizing Committee of die Israel 
friends of the Oxford Center for 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies. 

The committee, chaired by. E, 
Zev Sufott, a former Israeli ambas¬ 
sador to the People's Republic of 
China, includes Prof. David. 
Wasserstem of Tel Aviv University, 
Lord (Prof.; David Samuel of the . 
Weizmann Institute, Prof .Emanuel'. 
Tov of the Hebrew University,’. 
David Kimche, former director- 
general of die Foreign Ministry, 
David Landau of Ea'aretz Prof* 
Dan Troen of Ben-Gunon 
University, Dr. George Mandel 
(Treasurer), N. Lamdan, former.- 
Israel ambassador to the UN and. 
Dr.-S. Fassberg of-foe Hebrew - 
University. * ” * 

The new organization will 
strengthen links between the- 
Oxford Center and Israeli universi¬ 
ties and other institutions. 


vr'W Bea-Zadti, -29. has been 

- 'pointed general manager of die 

new JBilat branch, of ISSTA lines. 
This .is the.fiHn’s 32nd branch, 

. Beji-Zaonhas a-tfcgrec in political 
sdbnice amUras been waking in foe 
tourism industry far two yearn, • ’* 

* Avner Disbon. 44; is -the new 
manager for* human * resources ai 
Isrotd’s.Kiflg Solomon and Riviera 
Club hotels in EiiaL 

Yair Nechmad farmer marketing 
and advertising manager for Coca: 
Cola, will repJaceHaggaJ Evronas 
marketing manager for Me Eden. 1 

Evron. who has* been with foe 
company for five years, is moving 
into another field. • 

Dr. Oded Nk has been appointed 
head of the veterinary services 
department in the Ministry of 
Agriculture.' ; The appointment 
becomes effective on Friday. He 
replaces Prof. Arnon Sbhnshoui, 
who has been transferred to London 
l to serve .^agricultural counselor at 
the Israeli Embassy. - 

/Rachel Torton is the neW head of 
;foepablications division of Batik 
Discount. She succeeds Ya’acqy 
Levi who resigned from foe post 
several-months ago. 

Torton was previously a partner in 
OR. .Advertising and Public 
Relations. 

• Batik of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frejjkd this .week announced ibe 
appointment of Ephraim Gross as 
a member of foe .board of the bank, 
and as manager of its human 
resources divirion. Gross, 4&,.who 
has an MA in economics and a BA 
in economics and statistics from the 
Hebrew University, takes up his 
duties on Januray 1. 

Hev-has beeo.;with the. Bank-of 
Israel since 1974; serving in a series ' 
of-executive positions. '= He hifr been 
deputy head of the general Secre¬ 
tariat of foe bmk since 1991: That 
division has been renamed and is 
now called the human resources 
division. 
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The mutual ffoKi pricte &ted rTEficet foe ck^e of 
business oB MOM) AY- They sbonld be used as a 
guide ably and not bass for deafiog. 

: ^ for.foe 

' • . . accuracy^of foe data. 
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AracaB Wterant 2 _ 

-430 

09 


Ejjhad Rabotech .. _-ZZ.1B0 

E ** 1 ..500 
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Fidart___ 
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-190 


Asrtteanl 
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-919 
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-440 
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0 
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0 
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Gan Shram 
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Carte Hadar_ 
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GlnrSpan. 


..1719 
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ftA* ... — 
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g**m hSm ... z: jig 
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Goto - 
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-0 
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—428 
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AMrimftapenteiBond 3 
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Hand. 
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-550 
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—626 

—549 
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tD. 
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BenVWarBondB. .. 
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0 
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a 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 
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0 

0 
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-1 
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HayalWtwain_- 779 
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H Seim Bond SI 
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Hydiolcs—_ 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 
0 
0 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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—550 0 
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332 - 0 


0 

0 

0 
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0 
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£■ 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 
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V 
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12 
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a 

0 

0 
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0 
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0 

0 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 

a 

a 

0 
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0 

0 
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a7 

0 

a 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 
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-402 
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.127 

-185 
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ai 
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0 

0 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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-1150 

.95 
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Etek Ctrcus Boards. 


QewdCSfls 
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-665125 
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Coca Cota. 
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F ramcpeis ._ 
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-1125 
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Seafiln. 
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29 
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-5 
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0 

Stn c2 . 
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Cypress Sentan 
Cypress Mineral 
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Legal_ 
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SSZ'SSK- 537 

■Hf mm 7 yj 
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0 
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Ttetal Bond B _ 
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XadA_ 
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[Mtarai Warrant 2 

Mtemar,__ 

Mknsai ___ 

tes Low_ .... , 

Mlnrav 
.W«8B 


.714 

.90 


.1510 

-107 
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MTI Oappulara 
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Molhfemanagecert. 

Memory- 
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Do* Jones __ 
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-175 
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Warrara_aieTC 
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FR Group _ 
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FwtoalEapres_ abb 
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RJRNa btooi 
Ratoton 


FretUnon_ 

Fruit d tha Loan 


-61.0625 

—--121875 

FptL*wnFteY__,-_5275 


Mb Tec Sohittans 
Zteraj Corpatakxi 


FteetFWap _ 
Ffefflwd Entop. 
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Ffcntta Prog 
HrorCap- 


-449125 


-99375 
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Fad Motor 


-9.75 


Amdocs 

Btoe. 

O&P. 
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FristerWhertar .. 
Funriura Brands. 
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-125 


.110625 -0.1875 
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3f 
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LU 
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iSTST; 
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Gap Inc Del 
Gammp 
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Ftewrann A_... 
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Reebokkri __ 
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-32.1875 

--51 
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--1425 
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Reynokte Marti_ 

-219125 

Bra Aid Cap;_ 


Rohm C Hast . 

-—_319 
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-219 
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*025 
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Trade BondA 
TroriUna 
Troeadaro 
1>y<M 
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Trironlcd _ cc -. —_ 

SOURCE; S8P COMSTOCK PWE290EC9B) 
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Gct Pyra mes 
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.903125 
-SB 


“nrwm - 

StPWACcM- 
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KLT’ -—35,125 

s^^fczzzzz^ 
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LONDON 
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-78.125 
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BatmAdmcsd 
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-.1715 *0 
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-119 *0 


Gen Bansumeo. 
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Gamara Rarte. 



-2.4375 


. -.1675 
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Tetr BondA 
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TeurBorriC. 


Teurfeatemd 
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Ttaneba 
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-030 
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Urdan 
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-250 
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-1639 


Vfertge BondA 
M**l — T 
Wlcan Bondi 
WB BondA. 
WB Warrant 1 
Nbofmanl _ 
WbortnanS . 



.09.1 

-435 


-559 


-2200 


*In local currencies 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•12 

0 

■1.7 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

•22 

0 

0 

-19 

0 

0 

27 


spa Mul tanafa ~~ 1 ‘~ 5 *° 

SOURCE: S&P COMSTOCK PATE»OEC90J 


Germany Fori, 
Glaoa. 



GtexnADR 
GAienWFW 
Goodrich |BF) 
Goodyear Tire 
Grace (W&RL. 
Grainger (WW) 
Grt AfiPacTaa 


-609125 


EES^ 


—11.125 

-979875 


■49075 


.159125 


-409125 


Grt Central Mere _ * n fi?*: 

Gi* Canada Hae ZZZ-7 ^ 


®Bnrtn Will a —______og eme 

Shonayh he — 

Syre Atoldi - 1,6a g 

US^ 

J25625 


l^raBdm A Z " 


WSr CHANGE* 


Halftuttai-. 
Hanna (MA). 


91375 


-119825 


NEW YORK 


Ato_ 

AMP to- 


AMR CO/p. 
ASA. 


-40975 

_5225 


AhteaUa_ 

Advanced 1 dm 

Arina Lib_ 

AiStodPubl,_ 
Atiac __ 
AirPiwte. 


-59-1875 
-159 


-409375 


270 


■90975 


-17^ 


-43.875 


ABwtoCtivB. 

Afcettaorrt.. 


■38975 


-259875 


AtonAfemim, 

Atari Signal_ 

Alcoa. 


-64 


-269375 


.44.6075 

■725625 


&=—--ZZZ 332313 


Amer Genl Com, 

AmarGJWBing . 

J mer J5j na S -- ._ 75 

*™rrti-ZZZZi^g 



*09 

*13125 

*09125 

*025 

+2 

*11075 

+19625 

■1375 

*1.125 

475 

*11675 

09125 

*0.1675 

*09 

♦04375 

•18.625 

09375 

*0.1875 

+0975 

+10625 

+1 

095 

♦19375 

+3.125 


Hareourt _Z_ «« 

-JL6B75 

i 1 ? 1 ** 071 - 15925 

___ 3091§ 


Hum 

SnapOn-lbA 

oonaL- - 

SonoccoProtfe 


Southdown . 

Saxhorn Co 



Haraco Ooip. 

Hanmax_..__ 

Hasbro.-. 

f«060o 


HacbMeknci 

HstolHJJ.l 

HefixTactewl 


Sfe=3B 


ftotatfeekaro_ 

[■Bon Hotels 


—-■—z;iS 

iSSSS*"— 

HtWWWB- Z -- 


H®sonrtts.-„__~32375 

Humana...__ ■"*.«« 

-189 *0.167! 

IBM 

..*-187-125 .2. las 


twtrita totariri 



-12S 
* 1 £S 
*aais 
*1575 
+1375 
*2375 
■09 
*0 

♦13125 
+0.6875 
+19025 
*09625 
*095 
*1125 
+ 1 S 
*0 

0.0625 
*09 
+1975 
*0 

♦1.125 
0.1075 
*09625 
_ _ +0.^5 

-*11075 
349375 *16 

^9875 O .4375 

' t ^ l£875 
■729125 + 1.125 

■S912S 09125 

99975 +05 

-2295 *09625 

,125 *05 

*41975 




+19125 
+0.1875 
*0975 
*0 

*0.125 
+09625 

■3493H 

+0 

■ 0.6875 
*0 

+195 

-..-215 *1075 




■II 


























The Jerusalem Post Wednesday, December 30,1998 


FINANCIAL MARKETS 


DmtHetfh_ 

foot? Ret 

, Texaco_ 

j lotas l«wws_ 
l Texas UtffeK — 

[Tgumn____ 

Thomas i Betts.-. 

ThwaCom_ 

Tone Warner._ 

TimefrMm*_ 

THon—_ 

Torchnart __ 

TbsooCorp__ 


Tiansemerica_ 

Damn Enemy.. _ 

Tffcune......._ 

TrtW Energy—_ 

TWA- 

Tyco M LM_ 


ual com __ 

? USGCoip-- 

.£ UST tnc- 

USX Mather_ 

usmssuoi_ 

UBrarnar Olaro_ 

^ umcamCorp_ 

UntewrPui_ 

~>i LhtexarNV- 

(Jren Camp_ 

'•< Unix Curbrte_ 

' UnenPaaSc_ 

'• Unisys Com- 

uSAiR Group_ 

US Horae__ 

USDus,-- 

. US Wes!,- 

*>. r umbo Tail_ 

' i ■ 6 F wal G*P - 


VWW Ptermaceufe 

-> Vawn Energy_ 

• Vaitan Assoc.. 

Viacom Inc- 

Vrstoy- 

WtonMakwaJs — 

!;c wteAMta_ 

v Waf^aoreiTZ 

Wamer-Laofcen .._ 
• 2 WkJiGmM^.... 

H Waste Uqnrt Inc.” 

.. waare-jonreon_ 

•c Was Matters—_ 

•* WaBs Fargo_ 

Vfcndyh M _ 

weswaa... 

Wwwtaeuser- 

•- Wtvrtxrt .. 

Whitman_ 

WfltemsCo_ 

WlnnCttfeStos....- 

Wootwmn_ 

' WorM Comm.. 

Worthington Ira._ 

... Wngtey- 


fc= 

VMwFrngM ....._ 


AEedDamecq_ 

A*ed Zurich... 

BATlnda- 

BT--- 

BTR__ 


-25l81» 

-38 

-11.075 

-630625 

-- 

--.4&6B7S 

—7SLS5 

-—43.1B75 

--47.8S 

- 

-56 

-18-3125 

-35 

-235 

-1(18125 

-175.10 

---66525 

--60 ins 

--7J12S 

-—4flJ75 

-,764375 

—.. 6.375 

-.57.8125 

-50 

-34.75 

-265 

—™-22375 

-22.625 

-36.5 

--.46 

— -35375 

— ...66.125 

-415625 

-433875 

-343126 

-51.3125 

-303375 

-68.62S 

-™..—65 

— -109313 

---29.125 

-47375 

-1 

—20 .4375 

-373125 

-713375 

-12375 

-125-375 

-39.6875 

....—.-...30375 

— -313375 

-733375 

-26.4375 

-55935 

-44 

-193375 

-.373125 

-J93S 

-22 

-263375 

-510625 

-53.75 

-23.1875 

- 41 IS 

— .45 6875 

-53375 

-7445 

-12.5 

— . 6825 


---2705 

-19 


Bools_ 

BriHsh Airways__ 

Comm Union pfc_- 

Diagso- 

General Ekaric— 

Pirn _ 

Haifa*- 

HSBC (75p Stel¬ 
la..—..— 

Laid Securtfes .... 

Lloyds Bank- 

Marts £ Spencer . 

tttflfasi Bank_ 

Prutend-.. 


Sarctwy- 

SM Import —.... 

•TyeoWi- 

Uniner- 

Ztmoca_ 


-554 

-906.5 

-IS 

-1333 

-6815 

-1039 

.—396 25 

..958 

-705 

..-548-5 

-2073 

--862.5 

..1639 

-.520 

..7B9 

_ _378 

-.41325 

-1194 

..DIB 

— 63 5 

__486.75 

-373 

_4250 

___6753 

-—2632 


Accor_—_ 

AtrUqudo-_—-— 

AfcatedAteflwn—si*. 

Euro Disney --- 

WcMnBl.O_ 

Morfnv-- 

PW8hs —.—.— 
Hsmod Fteard- 


..-lire -2 

■.1010 *19 

,-680 *1 r , 

-7.45 *0 

--222' -8‘ 

--364 *0.7 

-4733 *23 

-362 *03 

—.-385 *1 

-737 +7 


FRANKFURT 


Baer-.7035 -0.85 

DM rtw-Bere . .— .. 


Tel Aviv shares data 
supplied by Pacific 
Mediterranean Investments, 
Tel. 09-958-5873.AII other 
■ data supplied by 
Commstock Trading Ltd., 
Tel. 02-624-4963. Due to 
technical failures data may 
be inaccurate.The 
Jerusalem Post will not be 
held responsible for the 
consequences of any 
transaction made on the 
basis of these data. 

Readers who wish to report 
missing or misquoted data 
should do so on postcards 
only, addressed to 
Jerusalem Post Business 
Desk, P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 
91000 



UST 

CHANGE 1 

Manmtinann-- 



UecdgesefechaL._ 

- Z7.7 

■035 

SOURCE SSR COMSTOCK 

(OCTE29-DEC-08) 


Bezeq travails pull TASE down 
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The Tei Aviv Stuck Exchange's 
benchmark index fell yesterday 
for a third consecutive day, led by 
Bezeq, after the cable television 
companies sought to keep the tele¬ 
phone monopoly from competing 
in the direct broadcast satellite 
market. 

The Maof Index of the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange’s 25 largest com¬ 
panies fell 0.76 percent to 307.77, 
it's lowest in seven days, after 
dropping 1.13 percent Monday. 

Bezeq fell 1.40 percent to J2.72. 
Israel’s three cable television com¬ 
panies asked the government to 
refuse to license Bezeq, the 
national telephone company, to 
operate in the direct broadcast 
satellite industry until the local 
telephone market is opened to 
competition. 

Super-Sol fell 1.8 percent to 
10.36. Ho'areiz reported that the 
stock's 7 percent rise on Sunday 
and 4 percent fall on Monday 
resulted from large-scale buying of 
its shores by Discount Investments, 
Super-Sol’s parent Earlier reports 
suggested it was a subsidiary that 
caused the swings after announc¬ 
ing it would purchase up to 5 per¬ 
cent of Super-Sol's outstanding 
shares. Discount Investments fell 
1.41 percent to 111.50. 

Bank Leu mi fell 1.02 percent to 
5.82. The Jerusalem Post reported 
that Israeli banks will spend $100 
million to solve computer prob¬ 
lems relating to the year 2000 , a 
date some systems may have diffi¬ 
culty recognizing. Bank Leumi. 
the second-biggest bank, intends 
to spend $58 million while Bank 
Hapoalim will spend $25 million. 

Israel Chemicals rose 1.99 per¬ 
cent to 4.11. The company said it 
intends to boost sales next year to 
$2 billion, on increase of 16 per¬ 
cent compared with this year's 
expected sales, according to a plan 
presented to the company's board, 
Ma’ariv reported. Net income 


next year will reach $120 million, 
an increase of 10 J percent com¬ 
pared with this year's anticipated 
net income of $109 million, the 
paper said. 


STOCKS 


Europe 



European stocks were mixed as 
investors bought Glaxo Wellcome 
Pic. Munich Re and other drug- 
makers and insurers on hopes their 
earnings will continue to rise even 
as global economic growth slows. 
Chemical makers, whose earnings 
are considered among the most 
vulnerable, fell. 

The Bloomberg Europe 500 
Index rose for the third day. 
adding 0.34 point to 200.49 as 
gainers and datiiners were about 
evenly matched. Four of the 
benchmark indexes in Europe's 
eight biggest stock markets were 
little changed, three fell and one 
rose. 

“Not only are drugmakers effi¬ 
cient, demand from consumers 
will stay very high," said Marco 
Fontana, who helps manage $600 
million at Royal & Sun Alliance in 
Milan. He's buying Novartis AG. 
Roche Holding AG. Glaxo 
Wellcome Pic. Smith Kline 
Beecham Pic and Zeneca Group 
Pic. 

Pharmaceutical earnings are 
considered relatively immune 
from slowing economies because 
medicines are one of the last items 
people cut back on if their income 
falls. 

Zeneca Group, the UK’s third- 
biggest drugmaker, rose 28 pence 
to 2.631. leading the Bloomberg 
pharmaceutical index 1 percent 
higher, the biggest gain by an 
industry group in terms of index 
points. The pharmaceutical index 
has risen 24 percent this year, out¬ 
stripping the 19.4 percent rise of 
the Europe 500. 

Glaxo Wellcome, the world’s 
second-biggest drugmaker, rose 
47 pence to 2,073" while rival 


Maof 307.77 ▼ 0176% 
Dow Jones 9320.98 a 1 %. 
FTSE 5941.5 a 13 % 
Nikkei 13846.9 A 1.01 % 


SmithKline Beecham gained 24.5 
pence to 843. 

“Pharmaceuticals will continue 
to be buoyed by corporate action 
within the sector and a reasonable 
degree of security for earnings,’’ 
said Michael Collins at Henderson 
Investors, which manages about 
45 billion pounds ($75.4 billion). 

Insurers gained on hopes they'll 
also be among the European com¬ 
panies whose earnings will be the 
least affected by the slowing glob¬ 
al growth. 

“I’m going to remain in big caps 
and veiy defensive," said Isabelle 
Cohen Solal, who helps manage 
about $8 billion in equities at 
Etoile Gestion in Paris. Her invest¬ 
ments are focused on companies 
which are expected to maintain 
earnings growth even as the econ¬ 
omy slows, such as Allianz AG, 
Europe's second biggest insurer. 
“We all need life insurance prod¬ 
ucts." she said. 


Asia 


Japanese stocks recorded their 
biggest gains in four weeks as an 
online Christmas shopping spree 
in the US pointed to stronger sales 
for Japan's computer-related com¬ 
panies. 

The benchmark Nikkei 225 


average rose 137.84, or 1.0 per¬ 
cent. to 13.864.90, the biggest 
gain since Dec. 2. Softbank Corp., 
a software wholesaler which owns 
a stake in US Internet directory 
Yahoo! Inc. and Fujitsu Ltd., 
Japan's largest computer producer, 
both advanced and were the most 
active by value. 

“Investors are betting that the 
high-tech industry is going to be at 
the forefront of the economic 
recovery when it finally does hap¬ 
pen " said Koji Tada. general man¬ 
ager of Towa Securities Co.’s equi¬ 
ties department. 

Elsewhere, Malaysia’s 

Composite Index rose 1.8 percent 
on hopes the government will 
grant banks fresh capital after 
receiving a loan from foreign 
banks. Singapore's Straits Times 
Index fell 0.2 percent after a report 
showed slumping manufacturing 
output. 'Hie Philippines 
Composite Index rose 1.9 percent 
as the nation's biggest port opera¬ 
tor stands to profit from higher 
charges. 

Investors bet Japanese software 
and hardware companies will fol¬ 
low their US counterparts in prof¬ 
iting from increasing Internet- 
based commerce. SkyMali, the 
largest in-flight catalog retailer in 
the US, estimated its Internet sales 
rose sevenfold in 1998 as more 
people shopped on line. 

Softbank, which also owns a 
stake a stake in US Internet maga¬ 
zine publisher Ziff Davis Inc., 
jumped 6.3 percent to 6,730 yen. 
Yahoo! Japan Corp., a joint ven¬ 
ture between Softbank and Yahoo, 
which trades over the counter, 
gained 56 percent to 8.93 million. 
Fujitsu added 1.8 percent to 1,508. 
Ascii Corp., a developer of popu¬ 
lar computer programs, soared 14 
percent to 660. 

Banks and home builders fell as 
a surge in bond yields eroded the 
value of banks' bond portfolios 
and forced them to raise mortgage 
rates, which may limit demand for 
loans. (Bloomberg) 


Wall Street 

NEW YORK-The Dow industri¬ 
als rose within 55 points of a new 
record yesterday, advancing for an 
eighth straight session for its 
longest winning streak in two years. 

The Standard and Poor’s 500 
index and the Nasdaq composite 
reached new highs again, despite 
some piofii-taking among leading 
Internet stocks. Tie Dow Jones 
industrial average erased an early 
39-point loss and rose 94.23 points 
— or by one percent — to 9,320.98. 
closing fast on the November 23 
record of 9,374.27. 

The measure of 30 major compa¬ 
nies has now tacked on 530 points 
in eight sessions, expanding this 
year’s surprising gain to 1 7.9%. 

The Dow’s last eight-session win¬ 
ning streak came more than two 
years ago. after US President Bill 
Clinton was re-elected in Nov¬ 
ember 1996. Volume accelerated 
modestly from Monday’s lifeless 
pace, but remained very light. 

As recently as early October, the 
Dow was trading in the 7,000's and 
heading for its first losing year since 
1990. Now, the blue-chip barometer 
is on the verge of its fourth year in a 
row with a gain of more than 15%, 
if not its fourth straight with gain of 
more than 20 percent 

The Standard and Poor's 500 rose 
16228 to a record 12241.77, extend¬ 
ing this year's gain to 28%. The 
Nasdaq composite index rose 1.50 
to 2,181.80. bobbing higher just 
before the close to pad Monday's 
record. For the year, the technolo¬ 
gy-rich measure is up 38.9%. 

Advancing issues outnumbered 
dec liners by a 7-to-5 margin on the 
New York Stock Exchange, with 
1,782 up, 1,255 down and 530 
unchanged. Nasdaq gainers led by 
only a slender margin. 

NYSE volume totaled 582.30 
million shares as of 4 p.m., up from 
526.49 at the same time on 
Monday. 

(AP) 
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Gold, copper gain on weaker dollar 
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Gold for immediate delivery rose 
as much as $ 1.35, or 05 percent, to 
$287.75 an ounce in London'as the 
dollar dropped against tifiie marte A 
weaker dollar makes gold cheaper 
to buyers using other currencies, 
and normally spurs buying in 
European spot markets. 

Palladium for March delivery 
rose for a second day. gaining as 
much as $8.80 to $328 an ounce on 


from Russia, the world's largest 
producer, will be delayed in the 
new year. Russia held up exports of 
palladium at The beginning of 1997: 
and again in '199& with the Halt • 
lasting for months each year. 

The resulting shortages of the 
metal, used in automotive pollution 
control devices and electronics, led 
to a more than doubling of prices 
earlier this year to a record $419 an 
ounce in May. 



Gold$286^5 : A0i% 
Crude Cffl$1032 A fal % 
CRB 190.38 A 0.71% 


Heavy metals 


Copper for delivery in three 
months on the London Metal 
Exchange rose as much as $21, or 
1.4 percent, to $1,488 a metric ton, 
as a weakening of the dollar against 
the yen encouraged fabricators in 
Japan and other parts of Asia to buy 
the metal. Falling demand in Asia 
and Europe has forced copper 
prices down 30 percent during the 
post 18 months. 


Crude oil for February delivery 
recently was little changed at 
SI 1-54 a barrel, up, 8 . cents, oh 3 
the . New York Mercantile 1 
Exchange. 

Traders are awaiting a report on 
US inventories, looking for signs of 
whether recent cold temperatures 
boosted heating oil demand signifi¬ 
cantly. 

(Bloomberg) 
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US bonds static ahead of Treasury note sale 


34 Ben Yehuda St, Jerusalem 


http^/wwwxommstociccojl 


Pacific Mediterranean ' i 

Capital Markets Group ^ 

• Stock broking 

• Equity research 

• Money management 

• Corporate finance 

Tel. : 972-9-9585877 

Telefax : 972-9-95858% 

E-Mail : tneixas@lrendline.coiI 

Contact - Elan Levi 


US bonds were little changed as 
traders fretted that demand may 
prove tepid for the $15 billion of 
two-year notes the government 
said it planned to sell yesterday, 
and as a tumble in Japanese bonds 
curbed demand for Treasuries. 

The auction “is probably going 
to be somewhat lackluster," said 
Bill Kirby, co-head of government 
bonds ar Prudential Securities Inc. 
At the same time, “we've gone 
down with Japanese bonds," he 
said. 

The 30-year US Treasury bond 
fell 1/8, or $1.25 per $1,000 bond, 
to 101 12/32. Its yield rose 1 basis 


point to 5.16 percent. 

The yield on two-year notes, the 
most actively traded Treasuries, 
rose 3 basis points to 4.72 percent 
The yield on the two-year notes 
being sold rose 3 basis points to 
4.69 percenL 

Traders said demand might be 
below average at the auction 
because many investors are away 
for the holidays. What’s more, 
some may be reluctant to make 
any purchases before the end of 
the year. About $1.7 billion of 
Treasuries traded 64 percent 
below average for a Tuesday in 
the past month, according to 



US 30 -y^aiT^yiyield 
: \ * '5.16'A 6-01 


GovPX Inc., a bond pricing ser¬ 
vice. 

Meantime, a plunge in Japanese 
bonds may be sapping demand 


from Treasuries. The yield on the 
No. 203 bond rose to within 7 
basis points of its record high as a 
benchmark. That happened 
because of concern that demand at 
next month’s auctions may be 
weak ahead of a flood of bonds to 
fund economy-boosting mea¬ 
sures. 

The No. 203 10-year bond yield 
rose 185 basis points to 1.870 
percent Ten-year US Treasuries 
now yield 292 basis points more 
than 10-year Japanese bonds, 
compared to this year's high of 
415 basis points in June. 

“It makes Japanese securities 


Yen gains on rumored Japanese dollar 


ISRAEL MONEY MARKETS 


Patah (foreign currency deposit rates) 


Currency (deposit for:) 3 MONTHS 
U.S. dollar ($250,000) 4.770 

Pound sterling {£100,000) 5.550 

German mark (DM 200,000) 2.180 

Swiss franc (SF 200,000) 0.060 

Yen (10 million yen) — 


6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 
4.800 5.090 

5.540 5.620 

2.280 2.700 

0.190 0:560 


(Rates vary higher or lower than indicated according to deposit) 

Shekel Foreign Exchange Rates* (29.12.98) 



CHECKS AND 
TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Rap. 


Buy 

Sell 

Buy 

Sen 

Rates" 

Currency basket 

4.5302 . 

4.6033 

— 

— 

45641 

U.S. dollar 

4.1327 

4.1994 

4.06 

456 

4.1630 

Carman mark 

2.4891 

2.5090 

2 A2 

255 

24865 

Pound sterling 

6.9284 

7.0402 

650 

'7.14 

€5876 

French franc 

0.7363 

0.7482 

0.72 

0.76 

0.7414 

Japanese yen (100) 

3.5813 

3.6391 

asi 

359 

3.6167 

Dutch florin 

2.1915 

P-2268 

2.15 

256 

22068 

Swiss franc 

3.0248 

3.0736 

257 

3.12 

3.0480 

Swedish fauna 

0.5110 

05193 

050 

0.53 

05150 

Norwegian krone 

0.5423 ■ 

- 05511 

053 

056 

05471 

Danish krone 

0.6485 

0.6590 

0.63 

057 

0.B528 

Finnish mark 

0.8122 

0.8254 

0.79 

0.84 

05178 

Canadian dolar 

2.6720 

2.7151 . 

252 

276 

26893 

Australian dollar 

25271 

25678 

2.48 

261 

25455 

S. African rand 

0.7022 

0.7136 

0.63 

0.72 

0.7074 

Belgian franc (10) 

1.1960 

1.2153 

.1.17 

154 

12042 

Austrian schilling (10) 

35096 

3.5663 

3.44 

.352 

35350 

Italian Hra (1000) 

2.4939 

2-5342 

245 

257 

25113 

Jordanian dinar 

5.8084 

5.9021 

5.70 . 

6.12 

55898 

Egyptian pound 

— 

— 

1.17 

157 

12385 

ECU 

4B482 

4.9264. 

• —' 


45822 

Irish punt 

0.1349 

6-2339 

6.02 

653 

6.1791 

Spanish peseta (100) _ 

24032 

25501 

255 

.350 

25230 


•These rates vary according to bank. “Bank of Israel. 

SOURCE: BANK LEUMI 


The dollar fell against the yen 
amid concern Japanese exporters 
will sell the US currency to bring 
their overseas revenue home in 
yen. 

“The dollar around 117 yen is a 
level where Japanese exporters 
want to sell dollars," said Takeshi 
Imamichi, a foreign exchange 
manager at Industrial Bank of 
Japan in Tokyo. “That makes 
traders comfortable selling dol¬ 
lars.” 

In early US morning trading, 
the dollar fell to 11532 yen from 
116.03 late Monday in New York 
and to 1.6742 marks from 1.6776. 
To be sure, traders downplayed 
the significance of the moves, 
saying exchange raw swings have 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE 


Wednesday, December 30 

EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem: Amona, 9 Leib Yatfe, 673- 
1901: Balsam, Salah e-Din, 627-2315; 
Shuafel, Shuafat Road, 5B1-0108; Dar 
Aldawa, Herod’s Gate, 626-2058. 

Tel Aviv. Superpharm, 40 Enstem, 
641-3730; Maccabi, 2 Balfour. 629- 
9856 

Ra’anana-Kfar Sava: Eden, 95 
Derech Ramatayim, Hod Hasharon, 
748-4002. 

Netanya: New Phann, 60 Knyamin, 
833-8091. 

Haifa: Super Pharm (L» Hamifratz), 
53 Ha’atzmaut 051-582021: New 
Pharm,.40 Manila, 052-331013. 

Kray at area: Merkaz Menahem, 29 
Sd-Ysivshalayim, KjryatVfem A 875- 
9441. 

Herziiiya: New Pharm, Beit Merkazlm, 
6 Maskitjcnr. Sdsrut Hagafim), 
Herzfiya Pitoah, 954-99C0. Open 9 
am. to 10 p.m. 


been exaggerated because many 
traders are away for year-end hol¬ 
idays. 

The US trade gap with Japan is 
on pace to break last year’s record 
of $56 billion, giving Japanese 
exporters plenty of dollars to sell 
when they repatriate profits from 
abroad. And that is what they 
have been doing recently, traders 
said. 

“A lot of Japanese exporters felt 
the dollar would keep falling after 
it dropped" in October, said Tom 
Benfer, director of foreign 
exchange at Bank of Montreal. 
With the US currency little 
changed from its October finish 
of 115.97 yen, “a lot of the 
exporters got caught" holding 


Upper Nazareth: New Pharm, Lev 
Hair Mall, 657-0488, Open 9 a.m. to 

10 p.m. 

DUTY HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem: Hadassah Ein Kerem 
(internal, obstetrics, ENT); Hadassah 
ML Scopus (surgery, orthopedics); 
Bikur Hollm (pediatrics); Shaare zedel 



Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Medical Center 
Dana Pediatric Hospital (pedatrics); 
Tel Aviv Medical Center (surgery). 
Netanya: Laniado. 

POLICE ioo 

FIRE 102 

FIRST AID 101 

Magen David Adorn 

in emergencies dial 101 (Hebrew) or 

911 (English) in most parts of the 

country. In addition: 

AshdrtT 8551333 War Saw’ 8902222 

Ashkekm 6551332 Nahanya* 9912333 

Bsooheba* 6274767 Netanya-8804444 

Balt Stanc h 6523133 FoWiTW 9311111 
Dan Region' 5793333 Rftoowt* 8451333 

Eilar 6332444 R4hon'9642339 

Hafe* 8512233 Sated 6920333 

Jerusalem’6523133 TWAvtV 5460111 


Bask^iisS-Tdit^ - 
Mark 2^48^ ^ d*i5 % . 
Sterling 63S76t.§M %■ 


dollars, he said. 

“I'ye heard that exporters have 


KaimW 9985444 , Tzaras'6792444 

-tfebpe intensive Care UnllMlCU) ser¬ 
vice in the area, around me dock. 

Help line for Erwltsh-speekers - 
Confidential hot-line counseling and 
referrals for all ages, afl problems. 
MiLev Center for Crisis Counseling. 
(02) 854-1111,1-80(W54-111. 
Medical help for tourists (In English) 
177-022-9110. 

The National Poison Control Center 
at Rambam Hospital 04-852-9205,24 
hours a day, for information In case of 
poisoning. 

Eran - Emotional First AW -1201, 
also Jerusalem 02-561-0303 (Arabic: 
563-0301); Tel Aviv 03-546-1111 (chil* 
d ren/youth 546-0739); Rishon Lezkxi 
03-956*6661/2; Haifa 04-867-2222 
(Arabic; 887-2226); Beersheba 07- 
649-1333; Netanya 09-862-5110; 
Karmtel 04-988-8770 (Arabic; 958- 
3444); Kfar Sava 09-767-4555; Hadera 
06-634-6789; Nazareth (Arabic: 06- 
645-1222). 

Crisis Center for Religious Women 
02-655-5744/5.24-hour service, confi¬ 
dentiality guaranteed. 


been selling dollars over the past 
two to three weeks," Benfer said. 

The mark’s strength stemmed 
from expectations investors will 
sell the US currency to buy the 
euro. Europe’s new single curren¬ 
cy, after it’s introduced Friday, 
traders said. 

“Everyone’s looking for a suc¬ 
cessful launch and for the euro to 
strengthen in its first few days,” 
said Lee Ferridge, head of curren¬ 
cy strategy at Rabobank 
International in London. 

The dollar was little changed 
against the European currency 
unit, with the Ecu at $1.1727 
from $1.1718 Monday. The Ecu 
will convert 1 -for -1 with the euro 
January I. (Bloomberg) 


Wlzo hotlines for battered women 
02-651-4111, 03-546-1133, 07-637- 
6310, 08-855-0506. 

Rape Crisis Center (24 hours), Tel 
Avhr 523-4819,544-9191 (men), 
Jerusalem 625-5558, Haifa 8534)533, 
Bat 633-1977. 

Hadassah Medical Organization - 

Israel Cancer Association support ser¬ 
vice, 02-624-7676. 

Flight arrivals - for information In 
English 03-972-3344. 


WHERE TO GO 


Notices In this feature are charged 
at NIS 2BM per line, mdtidmg VAT. 
Insertion every day of the month 
costs NIS 520.65 per line. Including 
VAT, per month. 

JERUSALEM 
Conducted Tours 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY. Tours of the 
Mount Scopus campus, in English, 


more attractive,” said Andrew 
Brenner, a director at Fimal USA. 
Inc. “That's going to send the 
Treasury market down." Investors 
will get evidence on the strength 
of the US economy from two 
releases at 10 a.m. New York time. 

The Conference Board's index 
of consumer confidence probably 
fell to 125.3 in December from 
126.0 in November, a survey of 
economists by Bloomberg News 
shows. Existing home sales prob¬ 
ably held unchanged in November 
from October at an annual pace of 
4.79 million units, the survey 
shows. (Bloomberg) 


THIS JKitlJSALKM 

POST 


CLASSIFIEDS 




CALL: 

Tel Aviv 03-639-0533 
Jerusalem 02-531-5644 
With your credit card number 

FAX: 

TelAwr 03-639-0277 
Jerusalem 02-538-8408 


daily Sun.-Thur., 11 am. from 
Bronfman Reckon Center, Sherman 
Administration Bldg. Buses 4a, 9, 23, 
26, 28. For Info, call (02) 588-2819. 
HADASSAH. Visit the Hadassah 
Installations, Chagall Windows. Tel. 
(02)641-8333,(02)677-6271. 


TEL AVIV 
Museums 

TEL AVIV MUSEUM OF ART. Ninety 
Years of Israeli Art- selection born the 
Joseph Hackmey-lsrael Phoenix 
Collection. Hedva Ser - tapestries pro¬ 
duced rn the Aubusson workshops. 
Plastic Times - Plastic + Design. Jozet 
Israels, paintings; Isaac Israels; 
Chronicler of Life. Rom the Cabinet of 
Curiosities to Virtual Reality; The 
Museum - Past Present and Future. 
*A Point of View" - children’s exhibi¬ 
tion. Collections. HELENA RUBIN¬ 
STEIN PAVILION FOR CONTEMPO¬ 
RARY ART 10 a.nx-6 p.m. Tue. 10 
a.m.-10 p.m. Ri., Sat 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Meyerhoff Art Education Center, Tel. 
(03) 691-9155/8. 
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WHERETO STAY 


WHERE TO RENT A CAR .M. WHERETO RENT A CAR 


WHERETO RENTACAR ■ WHERE TO RENTACAR 




GALILEE 


NES AMMM Kibbutz Hotel- This uniquely European vfBage in the Gaffe* offers Hostel 
Hotel and apartment situated h beautiM botanical gardens. Defcaoiu kosher food. Book 
one of our 'Classical weekend rascal packages*! Tet 04-995 0099, Fax: 04-9950098. 


GALILEE-UPPER 


KIBBUTZ HOIH. KBW G1LADI -180 aipconditkmed rooms, aB with shower. bath, 
telephone, radio, arid TV, tosh®- oasine, outdoor & indoor heated swimming pools, 
sport & health dub. Teh 06-00 0000, Fax: 06-690 0068. 


Eilat 
RED mountain HOTEL 

mis 130 pff pesoo pa ligfat iscUrakfiit 

★ Luxurious rooms 
*T.V and video 

★ PersonaT safes 

★ Mini bar ^ 

★ Healed swfenming pool 

★ Exercise room 



For reservations: 07-63G3222 


AVIS -We try harder 

Tel Aviv 03-S71752 
Ben Gurion Airport 03-9773200 
Jerusalem 02-6249001 
USA 201-616-8157 

London 44-181-84M733 


Cal-Auto 

For the Best Deal inTown - 
WeofteryoumorB 

Special season/weekend rates 

Phone 

Tel Aviv: 03-6391307 
Telefax: 03-5370511 

We wiU deliver ike car to you 


TiK(7 | ,, 7i7 < 

KLEIN CAB^i 



^ec/a/ofiemavsMe 


Tel: 09-7409822.09-7400383 


SBBawattyiift HbO Hmtotw 


ReotACar 
Hotel - 
itee e n mH Mw 

Tfgr the best * mo* tbSbUb 
-.noa 




M 02-638 911 ftK02-538 9921 
** a&en 4484 __ 


Time Sharing in Israel 1 International Calls 


CRUISES 


AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS, near the sources of the Jordan, and the Goian Heights. 
Tel: 06-694 3012, Fan 052-828 480. Tel: 06-694 1274, Fax: 052-825 84. 
Tet 06-894 4767. Faoc 052-817 71ft 


GOLAN HEIGHTS 


ARROWWOOO KIBWXnONAL- worid teteers in timeshare resales, 1999 speciafe 
now released, red gold crown weak for less than 2000 dollars (US). 
Phone SoHy or Sharon at 09-7415356,053-872111. 


MOTEL GOLSHE HAHERMON - Sagron Family Neve Athr - 06-698 1531, 
050-248540. The closest place to the ski resort, with alt conventences, comfortable 
atmosphere and futilsraefi breakfast. Special package deal during the ski season. 



CUJB SALE -far puchasefsatafortal of holiday weeks In al timesharing dubfootato 
- Israel and worldwide! Tat 08862 8064,052891645. 


JERUSALEM 


ADDAR SUITE HOTS.-New luxurious state hotel, located In the heart of Jerusalem. 
Each suite has its own balcony, satellite television, two telephone extensions, 
equipped kitchenette, Jacuzzi bathroom. Tefc 02-6263111 Fax: 02-4260791 



COMPETTT1VB.Y PRICED APARTMENTS in Eilat, Tfoerias & Jerusalem! tf you 
want to sell, purchase, or rent, you- one step address Is MAZTRAP Center- Yahutft, 
Tet 08-834 8601, Ftec 08-934 9602 



COLLECT USA and ALL INTStNATIQNAL CALLS: DIAL 1-800-833-555 
Dial the above Toft-Free number from ANY telephone h Israel and the International 


Tourist Information 



DISCOUNTED CRUISES 

WINTER CRUISE ON 
LUXURY CRUISE SHIP 

Phone JudfOT Arthur 



JERUSALEM 


Visit TOPfe Jerusalem Jewish information Cento; 54 Habad St, abovethe Canto, Jewish 
1/4, W Q2-62B 8968-Information, books, tapes and videos on Judaom iZtorism. Write 
to taplactaa itoftilcrtesvreBldylfar* striae or exptara Wtpe//www« e eM w t DoJflnp 


Wi\ 
rite | 
tapy 


MEET ISRAELIS 


ALON HOLIDAY APARTMENTS - new 5 star studios, in the very canter of 
Jerusalem, ar comfitioned, kitchenette, private telephone, top design, completely 
refurbished. Tel: 02-625-0002, Fax: 02-625-0008. E-mail: alonQoHTrv.com 



What to do in Israel 


ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 


CENTRAL ISRAEL 


LEV YERUSHALAYIM HOTB. - centrally located on King George Street, suites 
available one or 2 bedrooms plus Dvfcg room, kitchenette, fining area, sleeps up to 
six very competitive rates Gtett Kosher restaurants health dub sauna a Jacuzzi Tel: 
02-5861891 or 571-1868, Fax: 02-588-4372, e-mat kaptenyt^rt e rnet - zahax. wet 



"KBBUTZUAQT-Rooms teJarusafem, Tel AvW, Sat-f 30 KSibiitzB/B.Oix selection: 
Yron.Massada, Alumot, KfarRupin, Megttdo (Norih), Bachan, Negba (CoasO, Keradm, 
Qv^ Ete Yahav, Skit Q4egev) TM: 07-656 5422,052-713 630, Fax; 07-656 5135. 


HASMONEAN VILLAGE-An authentic re-creation from the days of the Maccabees, 
located in the MofiTn area, adjacent to Route 443. Lots otaefrritifis for dtJkliftr and 
their pawtte. Ruent &g6sh. Tek QWX 1617. 




CANADA 


BELGIUM - USA. 

CAI 

20 Successful 
Years Matching | 

Quality 

professionals &l 

Boaness People. I 
Religious & 

Secular 
) 09-8847294, 03-5220283, 
j 07-6384640 

y rmemet- w yy mm 



MOUNT210N HOTEL-next to Old CSy;tam6yplan; Restaurants, C uffi Bfl gh op. Bar, 
Healthclub:aB large Catadei ma face OidCiy-VVOWl Internet wwwutwm i MouxoJ 
Tek 02-5689555, Fax: 02-6731425, e-maik hotel6niountaon.coJ 



GAULEE 


GAUL B & - Country lodgings with kitchenette, beautiful, oomfortabte and spacious. 
Suitable also for large families. Great location in heart of natural oak forest Near 
tourist attractions. Open year around. Tel/Fax: 04-686 6412,051-556680. 


RSHNG PARK-HOSHAVIALSHACHAHracrerfon picnic sBe Two fehhgpoafe-mouslt 

and carp. Law» aid shaded seafin g aeas. Play ecuapment far chldmHsh and meat restauant 
Open from 9 ajn.-8 pun. Mon,^Thus. 9 am-tnkWghLTefc 06-834 6089, KO-399 327. 


PIZGATSHORESH-beautiM new apatmert hotel. The perfect pface to enjoy nature 
andvMt Jauniem.Two bedroons, Effing-roan, kitchen, fuBy finished, A/C, TV. phone. 
Special deal for long stays. Teb[g5338225, Fare (£5340262, enria iL Inf uW wrest l coJ 


GAULEE - KFAR YUVAL 




ORNA’S CORNER B & B - In a delightful moshav close to natural springs, Golan 
Heights aid Mount Hamm Lovely cabin suites. Gorrptateiy furnished, very peaceU, 
warm hospitamy. Tek 06-6B4 0007. 


SAVE THE AND MONEY-Contact Judy at SIGHTSEEING TOURS, 81 Hayariwn 
St, Tai Avrv. Tet 03-517 K48, Fax: 03-517 8835 (from abroad fax: 972-3-517-8835). 
Booking d^y agWseeing tours to all of Israel, Jordan and Egypt 


Being single 
doesn’t mean to be alone! 

GiveusacaW 
It may just change your Be. 
The Marriage Connection | 
Bezalei 8 Jerusalem 
Tel. 02-624 6619 


TIMES SQUARE RESIDENCE - On Jabotinsky Street, near the major hotels. 
Luxurious apartments, 2 s\d 5 rooms, fully equipped, kosher kitchens. 

Tek 02-561-1236, Fax: 02-561-1235 


GALILEE-MOUNTAINS 


JAFFA PORT 


RAMOT 2. PRIVATE Pleasant, fuBy furushed 2-room apartment w/gaiden. (linens 
provided). Country setting. Magnificent forest view. Convenient transportation. 
Affordable daity/weekfy price. Tefc IE-586 5573, e-mail: rosieOsharinet 


VEGETARIAN BED & BREAKFAST- in beautiful, peaceful Amirim vfflags betweenN 
Kamiel and Safad. 'Anglo Saxons", Consular staff and nature kweis especialyweloome. 
English spoken and understood. Phfflip Campbell Tel/fax: 06-698 9045,0^-365 $30/ 


' GALLHTY/PFUNT WORKSHOP - Har-B Prirters & Pubfehars, Jaffa Port, Main Gate. Rne 
- Art prints/origioai paintings, artist books, Israeli and international artists. 
, Teb 0WB16834. Sui-Hms. 93B'17d»; Fa 1030-1«»cr by ^cpt. wwwsPerartDoNharel 


ANGLO-iSBAEL 
INTERNATIONAL SINGLES 


GAULEE-WESTERN 


NORTHERN ISRAEL 


Well established global 
introduction service and 
marriage bureau 


JORDAN VALLEY 


AFIKE1NOFESH KIBBUTZ AFUQM-Vacation apartments & roams. Kosher cuistee. 
3 minutes from the Kinneret Special offer for November: Sun-Thurs: 
Weekend; 120 NIS. Prices per person per room Tefc 06-675415071 Fax:06-6754151 


BRENDA'S COTTAGES B&B - At Moshav Ben-Ami near Nahariya and the sea. 
Charming units with all amenities. Large patios. B8Q facilities, wonderful holiday 
atmosphere and warn hospitality. Brenda and Bobby: Tet 04-982 2320 



TOUR GUIDE - Tours of Northern Israel with licensed English speaking tour guide. 
Accommodations at beautiful Bed & Breakfast. Reasonable rates 
Call Mark - TeU 06-683 8292,051-618 827,08-696 3502 Fax:06-683 8060 


ift\ 
s.} 
0/ 


Discretion for people without 
their knowledge aej». 


053-426934. 06-6251237 
kauimarvs s netvision.iict.il 


I. 


JERUSALEM 


SAFED 


HOME SERVICES 


NETANYA 


M1ZPE YAM HOTEL - situated on the Medteranaan, 35 rooms all with baths, toilets, air- 
conditioned, telephone, IV video & radio in every room, dining room, kosher, intimate 
bar, elevator, sun terrace on the roof, parking, family atmosphere. Tel/Fax: 09-812 3730. 


ARCADIA HOTEL - Smafl family hotel, located in the heart of Jerusalem. Minutes 
away from old city. Clean and tidy rooms. Reasonable rates. Tel: 02-6221998, 
Fax: 02-6221858. 



ASCENT-Your base in the North for Jewish mysticism. Best youth hostel, great 
location. De2y classes, tours.* Jewish Mdti-Merfia Center, weekly shabbatons. special 
seennars-10% 00 wifctfe adl Tefc 06-6021364, Fax: 06-6021842.- 1 


SDOT YAM-CAESAREA 


LTTfLE HOUSE IN THE COLONY - The smallest hotel in Jerusalem! 16 air-conditioned 
rooms, in Ihe heart of the German Colony, peaceU street Double rooms $59189. Singles 
$39/59. Tek 02-5637641, Fax: 02-5637645, e-mah mfifarttenetwsJoruteta 


SHARON AREA 


YADAM - BeeuSid & original giftsjjy Israeli artiste & crafts people, ceramics, jewelry, 
cloths, woodwork, painting, and more... for every occasion. Browse and enjoy. 
18 Harcarmel SL (Mkfrachov ’forushaJayim) Kfar Saba. Tefc 09-766 2468. 


KEF YAM- Mediterranean Tourism offers a dream vacation which includes: Holiday 
apts., private beach, glass bottom boat, archaeology, tornado boat. Call for 
reservations: 06-6364444/70, Fax: 06-636 2211. wwwLkef-yam.coJ 


TEL AVIV 


TEL AVIV 


THE GORDON MN GUEST HOUSE- NearTei Aviv beachfront A clean, comfortable 
alternative to expensive hotels. FuBy air-contfitioned. Sngte rooms from US$41 JXL^Tel: 
03-523 8239; Fa* 03-523 7419; wwwDsUtxJ/gordon-irn, E-mafc sieepm@tnter.netii 


LAGUR BA’IH luxurious apartments in the center of Tel Aviv near Dtzengoff Center. 
Studio apartments for 2-3 people including a kitchenette, air-conditioning & cable 
TV. 138 DizengoflSL, Tet Aviv Tefc 03-527 2586 Fax:03-5247033 



TEL AVIV 


frownsni 


Con ce rned atari your hom» ft 
WiwSBnirffieniboi»etfHo«ECARa 
:;^.*biyairW»nawiiMWBkit<; 

• B«tara you srtn neprepin ft. 

• A| raprira. t ipown urt ii, iodMdual 
iwyjMmftscaiaradto prafeanamly. 

Bocm HOUBCME li a can^nlMndw nDg 
nanaganwl & matrananca sonfea far 
people Bn you.fturp«ca ol mintf laow 
nawaB^yaai a y yinrt ewpW»>>. 

. Becammeue.. 

• ’ Since 19B6 

. FbrcfOOfe corat Onset Hattnr 
TeL 02-6518316 Fax. 0MS13ZW 


“YtDOtSHSPEL"-Isra^ National YtddfehTbeatecYxkSBh classics by an outstanding 
theater group. A genuine Jewish experience. At ZOA House, Tel Aviv. To reserve: 
1-800-444-660. Don't miss it 


MOBILE PHONE RENTAL 




SCOTTISH GUEST HOUSE - Centre of Tiberias. Historic and beautiful buildings 
in lovely gardens. AH rooms private facilities and air conditioning. Special rates 
during December & January. Tel: 06-6723769, Fax: 06-6790145 



ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 


GOOD MORNWG JB3USALEM Short torn rooms axl apartmenis, furnished, al sizes. 
Low prices. Tefc 02-623 3458, Fax: 02-625 9330, e-maS: gmjerffnetvisJoruieti] 
ht4x//wwwaccommodatioacoJ 


ZICHRON YA’ACOV 


BBT MAIMON - A small famtty-njn hotel. AH nxjms air-conditioned with telephone 
& TV. Its famous Casa Barone restaurant serves home-cooked meals on the 
picturesque tarace. Fax:06-638 6547, Tbfc 06-6290390, e-maftawfcimnOpobcaLrom 



BEST QUALITY AND CHEAPEST shortterm holiday rentals in Netanya, Ra'anana, 
Kfar Saba, Herzllya, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, etc. Tel/Fax: 09-8352116 e-mail: 
gafanOnetvfeioruistil 



TEL AVIV 


Organize a church grot*) to a wonderfrf Holy Land pilgrimage. As a group agarber 
you andfor your mlnisteforiest oould travel FREE Faxyourdeteis end phone number 
to Arthur Goldberg, Fax: 03-517 9001. 



■miKKin FOfK 

$1S5S« 

Free incoming calls 
Low cost international calls 

03-516-8366,053-76-5053 

DBflvwyjoo te cfai wvIcb wfcWe 
Wmaortrwih cards acceptad 




WHERETO EAT 


JERUSALEM 


TEL AVIV 


rl33L»ri3 i jj fej/usJ 


NEWLY R0K7VATED short-term suites & apartment fully furnished prime locations 
up to 7 beds. Tefc 03-523 0080; Fax: 03-522 8129; e-mafl: omegatMRnterjietn 



HOW TO TRAVEL FROMISRAEL-ZIOM TOURS -The largest North American 
agency in Israel. Your ONE STOP travel centerl Tel: 02-625 4326 
markzfonGnrtws io njirtJ 





DEAD SEA 


NETANYA 


TENERIFE 


Restaurant 

+ Mixrxi Grill *■ Poultry 
rFish r Homemade Pitot 1 
r Salads 


Q 


NIRVANA - AR rooms overlooking the Dead Sea. Priv^ beach, stylish and intimate 
health cH4>. Spa treatments inckideMud Waps. Massages, Thaiassotho^y, Beauty 
treatments. Tefc 07-658 4626. 



QUALITY APARTMENTS & HOUSES - For holiday rentals In NETANYA and 
CAESAREA. Fulfy furnished and equipped homes for shortfong term. Netanya Real 
Estate Tel/Fax: 09-884 6544, e-mat netaeOntouietj 



TIMESHARING-in Tenerife. Sale at a very special rate. 2 weeks in July 
in luxurious apartments in Tenerife. Don’t miss ft!l Tel: 03-938-6258 



to: Silt 



JERUSALEM 


AN^.ORlSTORAffTEnALlANO-Frommer'b 1998 Guide says. The most superb pasta A Jerusatem landmark-BJMONRK1AURANT Grilled Meats and kfiddle Eastern cuisine, 
in the country..." Also fresh fish & Roman specialties. Kosher Wry. Outstanding business CAFE RIMON Dalry and Fish. Superb pastry. Indoor-outdoor seating. Glatt Kosher 
lunch 12-5 pm. NIS 35.9 Horkanos. Closed Friday. For reservations. Tefc 02-623 6095. Limehadrin. 4 LurrtzSt (off Mkfrachov). Tfefc 02-624 3712. 


DARNA - "Our home is you home. 14 Authentic Moroccan Hospitality, KOSHER Business 
lunch; salads, couscous, dessert, traditional mint tea. Only NIS 69 with this ad. Open 12SJQ 
-3:00 pm, 6itt-midnight 3 Horkanos SL Tefc 02-624 5406. 


SIGMUND CORNER BISTRO/CAFE - Art Deco Decor-Serving crepes, soups, savMches, 
shatesandlxewedcfees.Fteaaonabteprices.Sua-'fHis^ll am-1 amFiL9am-hourbefcxe 
Sh*bat Sat hoirtfterShabbat-1 am. Koshec Corner AzzaiHtfari Sts. TeL 02-563-3212 


EUCALYPTUS-The taste of Israel from BMcal Days. Rave reviews} ExceSent meat, fish 
& vegetarian dishes enhanced by a mastered use of herbs and spioes. Luncheon specials. 
Kosher. NEW ADDRESS: 4 KJkar Safra (City KaS Compted. TeL 02-624 4331. 


THE 7 n PLACE - Popular Jerusalem dining spot authentic Southern Indian and dairy 
oasine. Specious, b ri g ht a nd Mendty. Live shew every night Koahec 37 KBelSt(fteitAQron 
- the Jounailsb center). Tefc 02-625 4495. 


HECHAL SHLOMO - RESTAURANT/CATERERS serving you the best freshest most TOfAfS'EETWffl<TtCARCHES ,, -ijfouerBStaiaitcdfe&'sfx3p'r»iarcfaTtt3UsaderbuktTg 
defiefous food h an ewtaweenrironmert. Functions for up to 150. Brit MRahs. Bar NStzvahs, rigtenedto KoteLExteraNedahymeruKo6her Limehadrfn. 830ajn.-10ao pm, Moba’d 
7 Brachos, special occasions, 58 King George St, Glatt KoshepfneaL Tek 02-622 3312. Shabbat until 11:30. Also private functions. 174 Hagai St (In the bmnel). 02-627-7761. 


MARVAD HAKSAMIN ORIENTAL RESTAURANT - Mid-Eastern and Yemenite food; 
Kosher/meat Open for lunch & inner till 11*0 pun.; Surt-Thura., Fri till 3:00 p.m. 16 King 
George St, {next to Carvel). Tet 02-625 4470. 


TZADDIK’S - Jerusalem's Real Authentic New Ybric Deg. Corned beef, roast beef, brisket 
pastrami, salami, aft-beef hot dogs, H&H bageia, dfcaft been Kosher Llmehacttn. 2 Trfferet 
Yferael SL, The Jewish Quarter. 9«) fljTL-ltWO p.m. Tefc 02-627 2148. 


NORMAN'S STEAIPN BURGER - Freshest burgers, steaks, ribs, chicken, fish, salads and 
more, grifed to perfection. American style food and servfca Kosher Jerusatem Rabbinate. 
27 Emek Refaim, German Colory. Tefc 02-566 6603. 


ROSH PINA 


THE PIE SHOP - TEA & PIE, DONT PASS ME by, kosher, sweet & savoury pies, dairy 
mem; soups, salads, toasts, specialty rtWes. Open 1140 am.-12 rmdnight 9 Ybel Solomon 
(back yard). Tefc 02-6248712. 


B'EAYTT SHEL RAW - in foe heart of old Rosh Pina, find an intimate 
aid special restaurant serving casseroles, steak and vegetarian food. 
Goumeloooldng arte reasonable prices, tetafsc 08883 6192 



RESTAURANT MtSHKENOT SHAANAMM - Superb ftench ofisfoa for kmch & dinner, 7 
days a week. Outstanding wine cellar, elegant setting - spectacular view - private room. 

Located In YemtoMoste (below the Guest Housed Tefc 02-6251042. 


R1EN2I - Candle Bght fining an elegant decor. Fresh fish and home-made paste. Kosher 
Umebatten - Dairy. Business lunch from NIS 39.10 King David SL (Opp New Kfton Hotel). 
Open Sat Mtea. Tefc 02-622 2312. 


ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL PACKAGES 


which indude the 

International Edition, French Edition, 
This Week in Israel and Internet 


100 Continuous days 
at a very special rate 


only NIS 12.82 per day 

Single column Box only NIS 18.72 per day 

To appear in this special tourism column 
or for more details send fax to: 


100 DAYS 
Fax. 02-5388 408 
or call Tel Aviv Area 
Tel. 03-639 0333 (Ruthie) 
Fax. 03-639 0277 
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investigation into 
Salt Lake Games 
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A 
commission chaired by former US 
Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell formally opened a two- 
month investigation yesterday into 
allegations of corruption surround¬ 
ing the decision to stage the 2002 
Water Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

The five-member commission 
appointed by the United States 
Olympic Committee is one of four 
bodies investigating charges that 
local organizers offered gifts and ser¬ 
vices, including scholarships and 
fine medical treatment worth hun- 
of thousands of dollars, to win 
games for Salt Lake Gty. 

Promising a “prompt and thor¬ 
ough” investigation, Mitchell said 
his goal was to uncover any improp¬ 
er practices that may have taken 
place and ensure they did not happen 
again in fire future. 

“If there were practices that were 
inappropriate, we will do everything 
we can to avoid them in the future,” 


said Mitchell, who helped negotiate 
a peace agreement in Northern 
Ireland earlier this year and is also 
informally advising President Bill 
Clinton on how to handle impeach¬ 
ment proceedings against him in the 
Senate. 

Otter members of the commission 
include baseball playets association 
genera] counsel Donald Fehr and 
former White House chief of s taff 
Kenneth Duberstein, who served 
(luring the Reagan administration. 

Mitchell acknowledged dial the 
commission had no power to compel 
witnesses to testify and was com¬ 
pletely dependent on the willingness 
of key players to cooperate. 

The allegations of corruption have 
tarnished the Salt Lake City Games 
but do not appear to threaten their 
existence. Both the International 
Olympic Committee and the US 
Olympic Committee have said they 
fully expect the games to go ahrari as 
scheduled. 


Israel youth crush 
Hungary 6-1 




'f'-fcaii 



' 4 


By ora LEWS 

. jUlsrael's national under-17 soccer 
seam got off to a very positive start 
in the annual International Winter 
Youth tournament yesterday. 

The boys noLched a 6-1 win 
over Hungary in their match in 
Lod. Irani Ashdod’s Baruch 
Dago and Maccabi Haifa’s Yaniv 
Kattan scored two goals apiece. 

Sftai Dahan and Ran Kozak 
each added one goal, while the 
Hungarians scored a consolation 
effort through Stefan Kovacs. 

This was the first-ever interna¬ 
tional fixture for the current 
squad who are the backup side 


for the under-18s.They will slip 
into the “A-teanT role when the 
current under-18 players reach 
their 19th birthday. 

In other matches in the youth 
tourney, European champions 
Ireland beat Belgium 3-1 and 
Yugoslavia held off Turkey 2-1. 

Israel's under-16 side managed 
only a goalless draw against 
Switzerland despite having the 
upper hand and hitring the post 
twice in the match in Bat Yam. 
The other under-16 match ended 
Sweden 2, Cyprus 0. 

Play in the tournament contin¬ 
ues today and runs through to 
Sunday. 


Stewart and Co. answer their critics 


HOW to prove the press wrong - get a good 
result, and that is exactly what England's crick¬ 
eters achieved against all the odds in 
Melbourne yesterday. 

It's lucky die tourists haven't been able to 
read the abuse hurled at them - after last 
week's humiliation against the Australia A 
team the guillotine was poised over the head of 
coach David Lloyd. 

Such was the press’s certainty that Lloyd 
was going, that there were a number of fea¬ 
tures suggesting that former England all- 
rounder Bob Woolmer, now the coach of South 
Africa, was being lined up. You may be sure 
that Lloyd, a polished speaker on the after-din¬ 
ner circuit, will be getting some revenge over 
the next few days. 

Alec Stewart has yet to lose a series as cap¬ 
tain and his team will be well fired up for the 
final Test at Sydney next week. Victory in 
Melbourne was achieved without a spinner but 
there util] be enforced changes for Sydney, a 
wicket which is known to take spin. 

WHILE the England players were sunning it, 
the traditional Christmas football program 
generated plenty of heat to offset the dreadful 
weather. On Saturday, Aston Villa goalkeeper 
Michael Oakes was given a red card by referee 
Mike Reed for handling die ball outride the 
area. Unfortunately for Villa, and Reed, video 
replays clearly shoiwed Oakes handling the ball 
inside the area - the keeper’s momentum tak¬ 
ing him out of the box by which time he 
dropped the ball. 

Then on Monday’s second half of the holi¬ 
day extravaganza, no less than four foreign 


Premiership players were sent off for various 
nasties. Patrick Vieira went for die fourth time 
in his Arsenal career making it 18 reds for the 
club since Arsene Wenger took 
over. Darby’s Costa Rican striker 
Paolo Wanchope was ordered off 
after getting involved in another 
kind of striking with 
Middlesbrough’s Andy Townsend. 
Newcastle's Dietmar Hamman and 
Sheffield Wednesdays Dejan 
Stefanovic were the other naughty 
boys. 

However much of a traditionalist 
you are, there is something wrong 
with the holiday programs at 
Christmas and Easter. It’s certainly 
good for the hundreds of Israelis 
who combine two games with the 
Oxford Street soles and a performance of 
Phantom of the Opera, but as Blackburn man¬ 
ager Brian Kidd pointed out over the weekend: 
‘They laugh at us abroad. On the continent 
they are having a rest just now while we're 
knocking our backsides off with two games in 
4S hours." 

On the field the main excitement came once 
again at the Liverpool-Newcastle game, a fix¬ 
ture which has an uncanny knack of produc¬ 
ing 4-3 thrillers. That it was only 4-2 this time 
was down to a brilliant late save by Liverpool 
keeper David James from George Gergiadis - 
all this after an amazing second-half come¬ 
back in which Liverpool scored four goals in 
23 minutes. Once again Michael Owen was 
on target with two goals. Owen was featured 
all over the tabloids over the weekend, on (he 


wrong page but for the right reason. The 
clean-living youngster was devastated to dis¬ 
cover that the Liverpool players’ Christmas 
party (yes we’re on that well trod¬ 
den path again) was nothing more 
than drunken orgy. It’s certainly a 
fascinating doctorate subject for a 
budding anthropologist — why do 
English footballers feel the need 
to consume vast amounts of lager 
and behave in an obscene man¬ 
ner? 

As for Newcastle, things are 
going from bad to worse for man¬ 
ager Ruud Gullit as his team lie 
just eight points away from the 
relegation zone. Last week Gullit 
felt the full throttle of criticism 
from Newcastle fans after spend¬ 
ing the festive season with his girlfriend and 
baby in Amsterdam - only returning to 
Newcastle on Boxing Day to see his team 
lose to Leeds. 

Gullit was adamant he had done nothing 
wrong claiming that he spent much more time 
than other coaches in training and with the 
team but if Newcastle slip up against Crystal 
Palace in the FA Cup third round on Saturday, 
fans will warn him to go much further than 
Amsterdam. The tie of the round in terms of 
romance features top of the league against bot¬ 
tom with Premiership leaders Aston Villa 
entertaining Hull City adrift by six points at the 
bottom of the Third Division. 

Another team in trouble is Nottingham 
Forest whose 1-1 home draw with 
Southampton leaves the Midlands club rooted 


to the bottom of the Premiership. Fans demon¬ 
strated after the game demanding money be 
made available to buy players. It seems certain 
that troubled striker Pierre van Hooijdonk and 
England midfielder Steve Stone wfll be sold to 
raise cash, 

AS the shops do a roaring trade in the sales, 
spare a thought for the poor England fans who 
are going to have to fork out a sizable sum 
when the new England kit is launched in April. 
Thousands of replica kits bought as Christinas 
presents will be invalidated by the new kit 
which will set fens back about £80 for the seL 
“It’s exploiting fans' loyalty to an obscene 
degr ee,” complained Michael Blatt from die 
Football Supporters Association in a newspa¬ 
per report. 

The new kit will resemble England strips 
from the late fifties and early sixties with a 
round collar - the Football Association’s mar¬ 
keting people have really put that collar around 
fans' necks. 

LAST but not least - arid straight to the point 
— we come to darts and the Skol World 
Championship being held in PurfleeL Five¬ 
time world champion Eric Bristow aka The 
Crafty Cockney crashed out in the fust round 
to Peter Manley but the player most on heat 
with the arrows was Steve Pegrum whose 
trousers caught fire from the TV stage lighting. 

True to the stoicism which makes darts such 
compulsive viewing Pegrum carried on: "We 
have to concentrate hard and my leg being on 
fire made it a bit harder,” he said. Presumably, 
the fire was put out at the double. 



Tiberias Marathon to run next week 


By HEATHER CHAU 

Last year a pulled muscle left 
Ethiopian runner Abebe Mekonen 
in second place but he’s back and 
looking for a win in this year's 
Tiberias Marathon. 

Mekonen's best time is 2:07:35 
(the world record is 2:06:52) and 
although he is not in peak condi¬ 
tion, his presence certainly adds a 
splash of color to the already 
attractive event. 

The 22nd marathon will run on 
January 6 along the scenic route 
from Tiberias to Ein Gev and 
back. Nearly 300 runners have 


already registered, including 50 
from overseas countries including 
Canada. Germany, Japan and 
Finland. Seeking to topple 
Mekonen will be his countrymen 
Dube Jilo (2:11:051 and Negere 
Tene. Zimbabwe’s Matafi Cephas 
(2:13:48) is another name to 
watch. 

Last year's winner who set the 
new course record of 2:12:51 after 
20 years, Moges Taya, also from 
Ethiopia, will not be competing 
due to injury. For local runners, 
the marathon, the only 42.195 
kilometer run in Israel, is also the 
Israel championships but national 


champion Zvadia Wodag has jolt¬ 
ed the organizers by threatening to 
withdraw from the race. Wodag is 
protesting against his club Elltzur 
who. he claims, have not paid his 
allowance for seven months. The 
marathon was seen as an excellent 
chance for Wodag to crack the 
2:16 limit to qualify for Sydney 
2000. In his absence, Assaf Bimro 
and Igor Bereslovsky will be the 
favorites among the Israeli run¬ 
ners. 

Seven local women, including 
three-times winner Nili Abramski, 
will be competing but no woman 
runner from abroad has signed up. 


Abramski’s much publicized 
dispute over the inequality of the 
prize money for men and women 
has come to naught as the first 
male winner will take home 
$15,000, with a $5,000 bonus for a 
new record while the female win¬ 
ner will pocket NIS5.000 only. 

The first Israeli male will receive 
N1S5.D00. Registration for the 
marathon is MS 150 for Israelis 
and $45 for foreigners. The main 
sponsors are Radison Moriah 
Plaza, Neviot, Nike and the 
Redman Center. 

For more information and to reg¬ 
ister, call 06-67908%. 


Sabonis returns 
to Lithuania 

VILNIUS, Lithuania (AP) - 
Center Arvydas Sabonis yesterday 
joined Lith uani a's national champi¬ 
ons Zhalgeris Vilnius and will play 
for them during the NBA lockout. 

Sabonis, who played for the 
Portland Trail Blazers last season, 
signed a five-month contract, bur 
both sides said he could return to the 
NBA if the lockout is ended. 

His first game is scheduled against 
Red Star Belgrade next week. 

On Monday, free agent center 
Vlade Divac signed with Yugoslav 
champions Red Star Belgrade in a 
deal with similar provisions. 



CLASSIFIEDS 
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RATES 


PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS - AH rales 
Indude VAT: 

Single Weekday - NtS 157.95 for 10 
words (minimum), each additional word 
'lillSt£r9 - 

FRIDAY" *Nt> HOLIDAY EVE -NIS 
1 245.7010 words (minimum), each addi¬ 
tional word NIS 24.57. 

TWO FRIDAYS - NIS 402.4B for 10 
words, (minimum), each addHionaJ word 
NIS 40.24, 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRI¬ 
DAY (package) - NIS 351 for 10 words 
(minimum),each additional word - NIS 
35.10 

WEEK RATE (6 fosertfons) - NIS 503.10 
for 10 words (minimum), each additional 
word-NIS 50.31. 

4 FRIDAYS - NIS 643.50 for 10 words 
jintaftnum), each additional word - NIS 

MONTHLY-(24 insertions) - NIS 1220.50 
for 10 words (minimum), each additional 
word- NIS 122.85. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem Area 


DWELLINGS 


Haifa and North 


3 BEDROOM APARTMENT, EASTTAL- 
PIOT, attractive, partially furnished, 

C nd floor with large patio. Available 
15 - Dec. 1, for one year. 


SALES 


;• Nov. 15- Dec. .1, for one year,.possibly-. IN HAIFA-(DAN1A), exclusive,.invested 


HEVASSERET STUDIO APARTMENT, 
private entrance, unfurnished, pa bo, im- 
modate occupancy. TeL 02-581-8689. 

MEVASSERET, SAVYONIM SECTION, 
5 room luxurious cottage, patio, wider- 
ground parking, private entrance, unfur¬ 
nished, Immediate occupancy. Tel. 02- 
561-6689. _ 

SALES 

MUST SELL! G1VA7CANADA - luxury 
duplex, 5.5, + 3 for income. Indoor perk¬ 
ing, view, garden, $450,000. flexible. 
Tel. 0Z-623h1593(D) (NS). Tel. 02-676- 
1415(E)(NS), Fax. 02-623-1537. [20073] 


SERVICES 


Jerusalem 


GENERAL 


PALMISTRY, INDIVIDUAL READ- 
WGS and conniltationa. Andres, TeL 02- 
624-7259. 


LAUNDRY 


a • 


su 



t M M 
! fl.72 P®' ^ 


*1+ 


*;t... 


Rates are valid from December 15, 
1998. 


DEADLINES offices: 

Jerusalem - weekdays: 12 noon the day 
before publication; tor Friday 4 pm on 
Thursday. 

Tel Aviv and Haifa - weekdays: 12 


For classified enquiries please call 
02-5315644. _ 


DWELLINGS 


■DRIVE CLEAN* - SERVICE to cus¬ 
tomer, free pick-up and delivery. Dry 
cleaning, curtains, carpets. Also laun¬ 
dry ancf honing. 47 Rehov Haoren, Me- 
vasenet. Open from 8 -8. TeL 02-533- 
0007. 


habitat real estate H SITUATIONS VACANT 






General 


Jerusalem quality sales 4 rentals 1 
In all areas - ask llayir 



General 


WHERE TO STAY 


JERUSALEM LODGES LTD. 
Short and long term rentals 
Bed and breakfast 

P.O. Box 4233, Jerusalem 91044. 
Tel. 02-5611745, Fax: 02-563-7566 
e-mail: jerel@jerel.codl 


THE JERUSALEM INN 
Hotel 

Private Bathroom -Telephone-T.V. 
Tel. 02-625-2757 
Guesthouse 
B.B. doubles / family rooms 
TeL 02-623-1294 
Best value accomodations. 


: (02) 5611 222 fax: (02) 5611 1761 


Email: port :co -I net vision, net.il 


MUSRARA, APARTMENT IN Arab 
buHoGng, unique, 80 meters, gallery, reno¬ 
vated. stylized. Tel. 02-534-1471. 050- 
312r801- [7922661 _ 

HABITAT EXCLUSIVE REAL ES¬ 
TATE, Sha'are Chased House. 200 + rru, 
garden, balcony / terrace, can extendi 
Great opportunity! Special price! TeL 
Mayir, 02-561-1222. (206741 
E-mail: porticoOnetvtston.nof.il _ 

WANTED 

GERMAN COLONY OR AROUND 3 bed¬ 
rooms, no agents, tong term. Tel. 02- 
586-9679. [794911) _ 

WHERE TO STAY 

BED & BREAKFAST: WARM at- 
mosphere, private shower, TV in room, 
many extras. French Hill. Jerusalem 
$30 for a single, $50 for a couple. 
Apartment rental short or long_term.. 
Fully equipped 3 bedroom apartment in 
Tiberias : Tel. 972-2-581-0870, F&x. 
972-2-581-1385. E-Mail: 

sasha OJposLco.il 


HOUSEHOLD HELP 

AU RAIR, FOR twins, IB months, light 
housework, Mod'ln. References, let. 
08-972-5760, TeL 052-574-987. 


EXCELLENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES, 
for au pairs, domestic help, chidcare and 
caregivers for the eJderty. Great condi¬ 
tions. High salary, Eve In/out, countrywide. 
TeL 03-688-6787, 052-891034. [14454] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Jerusalem 

GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 


DWELLINGS 


Tel Aviv 


Jerusalem Area 

SALES 

RENTALS 

SALE-PINKAS WEIZMANN, 4.5 + 
basement parking, security, beautiful 
kitchen. Tel. 03-605-5110, 050-756-279 
(private). [795314] 

MOTZA-ILIT, FURNISHED STUDIO, 
kitchenette, butt-in cupboards, separate 
entrance at private villa, parking. TeL 02- 
534-2824. 

R DWELLINGS I 

ALKALAI 3, CABLE, tosher, furnished. 

Sharon Area 

Tel. 050-507-330 (N.S.) [7963711 


HARAV BERLIN, 2.5, FURNISHED, 

1 st Boor, garden, tosher, quiet, montWyor 

annual TSi 050-507-330 frlS.) [796371] 

TCHERNIKOVSKY, 4, FURNISHED* 
kosher, 3rd floor modem, equipped, 
monthly or annual, TeJ. 050-507-330 
(N.S.) [796371} ... 


SALES/RENTALS 

HERZLIYA PtTUAH, GOOD selection of 
quality houses/apahmenis, for safe or 
rent Exclusive OREN & DUNSKY. TeL 
09-957-3096. [0201] 


FOR TOURISTS AND FOREIGN passport 
holders, walter/ess in Jerusalem, 
monthly wage, $750 + tips, possible 
Ewe-in. Gal lei. 050-267-422. (4151] 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

FULLTIME BABYSITTER WANTED, for 
2 lovely kids, young, energetic, fluent 
English speaking woman. Tel. 02-583- 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_ Tel Aviv _ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED, LIVE- 
IN, cooking, references. TeL 03-641- 
4306, 050-237-227- [7963931 

DON'T DESPAIR- BECOME an au 
pair!I Don't delay- phone todayll Au pair 
International has available the most prom¬ 
ising and interesting five-in job offers in Is¬ 
rael. Phone 24 hours 03-619-0423. 

[ 19063 ] 

IMMEDIATE AU-PA1R JOBS available, 
friendliest families, best conditions, the 
agency with a heart for the Au Pairs. 
Call HBrec (03) 965-9937. peases) 

EXCLUSIVE AU PAIR AGENCY in 
Nortft Tel Aviv seeking qualified, intelli¬ 
gent candidates. High salaries. Tef. 
050-620-894. [20053] 

HIGH SALARY FOR metapeleL possl- 
bte Hve4n, good tsorafflona. 03^76-3181 
pKBZt 

MEN/WOMEN, LIVE4N/LIVE-0UT, 
part-time/full-time. TeL CO-512-4059, 
057-280-280. [795195] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


__ Tel Aviv _ 

OFFICE STAFF 

c -A.LARGE-IMPORT company based in 
^_Tftl Ayfv .seeks a full-time, highly skilled 
'secretary - tb general manager. E/Hcorre- 
nce. Computer literate. Fax CV in 
to: 03-683-9636. [653393] 

TRANSLATOR, HEBREW / ENGLISH. 
English mother-tongue (British), full¬ 
time. Tel. 03-561-1138. [21456] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_ Sharon Area _ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

EXPERIENCED LIVE-IN HOUSEKEEP¬ 
ER, separate unit, excellent conditions. 
TeL 09-956-5658, 050-284471. [795096] 

WARM FAMILY SEEKS housekeeper, 
by Kfar Saba, Itve-ln, childcare (baby). 
TeL 09-749-4463- [9654775] _ 

WORKERS WANTED: 2,3 times per 
week, (Hve-In possible). Tel. 03-512- 
4058, 057-280-800. [795194] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 

FOR SALE: XANTE AcceHa-Writer, B8 
W printer for A-4 and A-3 paper, fine con¬ 
ditions, good for PC or Mac. Tel: 02- 
9973735 (NS) _ 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

BEAUTIFUL SOLID MAHOGANY din¬ 
ing set + 2 piece china cabinet Tef. 02- 
993-8172, 050-587-610 (N.S.) [796372] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


Haifa and North 


FOR SALE 

DECEMBER SALEH 20% REDUC¬ 
TIONS! Catfs gift shop, Shufamit Hotel, 
Kkyat Safer 15, Ahuza, Haifa. Open 8 - 
6 . 


VEHICLES 


General 


GENERAL 


ARIEPALOGE 

II QUALITY NEW & USED CARS 
p TAX FREE & UNRESTRICTED 
Buying • Selling • Trading • Leasing 
Cdebnrting ETfean - Comtimride Service 
" " Specialty 


TbL 050-240-977, Tel/Fax. 02-652-37351 


PASSPORT 


MERCEDES-BENZ S320, 1998 mod¬ 
el, black metallic, leather Interior, ail ex¬ 
tras: sun root park-distance control, navi¬ 
gator GSM phone, 17,000 km., netetqrort 
price DM 76,000 (FOB German port). 
Contact Michael Gerhanft Automobiles, 
Germany, TeL 49-451-499-3651/2, Fax. 
49-451-499-3853/4. tn Israel Tel. 050- 
454-044. [21361] 


VEHICLES 


Jerusalem 


VEHICLES 


Tel Aviv 


VEHICLES 


Tel Aviv 


PASSPORT 


MITSUBISHI STATION, GLXI, 1994. 
46,000km, excellent condition, automat¬ 
ic. Tel. 02-652-3735, 050-240-977. 
[19478] _ • - : • 

UNRESTRICTED 

FIAT TIPO, DGT, 1991, 1.6 cc. new 
motor, automatic, metallic, fully loaded, 
power steering, very economical & ete- 

! iant. Inexpensive. Tel. 02-993-1493 
N.S.), 050-316-715 (N.S.) 121051] 

SUBARU STATION, 1993, 1.6 cc, au¬ 
tomatic, power steering, orthopedic seats, 
radio-tape, full security system, AC, low 
mileage. Perfect car at discount price. 
Tel. 02-993-1560 (N.S.), 050-316-715 
(N.S.) [21050] _ 

1985, PEUGEOT, 305, automatic, good 
condition, 120,000km, below book. Tel. 
02-586-6080 (NS). [21479] _ 

MAZDA 323F 1994, 5 doors, red, au¬ 
tomatic, power steering, power brakes, 
AC, 32,000 km, no radio, excellent con¬ 
dition. TeL 02-673-1750 (NS). [796442] 


VEHICLES 


_ Tel Aviv _ 

PASSPORT 

DAEWOOD PRINCE 1996, manual, 
luxury car, full extras, excellent condition. 
Don't miss out! $6,500. Call Mark any¬ 
time. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717-981. 
[7941591 

DAEWOOD SSANGYONG CORAN- 
DO jeep 4x4, manual, diesel, 1994. excel¬ 
lent condflion, $6,900. Can Marie, Tel. 03- 
527-0621,050-717-981. [794159] 

FORD SEST1ZA, 1992, automatic, 
small car, tutl extras, as new condition, 

S iaranteed, excellent car, $4,390. Call 
ark anytime. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050- 
717-981. [7041591 

FORD PROBE, 1991 GT, manual, 2 
door, $4,900. 5 seats. Hack, very luxuri¬ 
ous car, AC, P/S, E/W, top common, law 
km. Call Mark anytime. TeL 03-527-0621, 
050-717-981. [794159] 


FORD PROBE 1991, 2 door, 5 seats 
automatic, very luxurious, AC, foil extras, 
cruise control, white, low km., excellent 
car. Can Mark. Tel. 050-717-901,03-527- 
0627. [794159] 

HONDA ACCORD 1998, manual, ex- 
ceflent condition, full extras. $3,900. Call 
Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050- 
717-9B1. [794159] 

MERCEDES 240, DIESEL, 1978, 
manual, red, full extras, 54,900. Call 
Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621.050-717-981. 
[7S4T5SJ 

MITSUBISHI STARION, 1989, 2 
doors, manual, 5 seats, alr-condrttonlng, 
rado-cassetta, very attractive car, $4,900. 
Cali Mark any time. Tel. 050-717-981. 
[794159] 

PONTIAC GRAND-AM, 1992, au- 
tomatic, very luxurious, fuB extras, S5.900. 
Call Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717- 
981. [794159] 

SAAB 90001, 1994, automatic, excel¬ 
lent, new condition, full extras, metallic 
dark, very luxurious car. $9,300. Call 
Mark any time. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050- 
717-981. [704159] 

VOLVO 240 GL, 1986, manual RHD, 
original, excellent condition, full extras. 
$2,900. Call Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527- 
t. [794159] 


VW GOLF GTI, diesel, 1992, dark blue, 
manual, excellent condition, very cheap to 
run. full extras. $4900. Celt Mark. TeL 03- 
527-0621,050-717-981. [794158] 

.CADILLAC SEVILLE. 1983, aiitomat- 
ic, collector's Hem, fuH extras, excellent 
condition, 3^ cc., 2 colors, $5,900. Call 
Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


Sharon Area 


PASSPORT 


1992 GOLF, AUTOMATIC, p/steering, 
AC, 4 door, low km.. 1 white, 1 dk. blue, 
great buy. $4,900. Tel. 052-423-3327, 
09-742-9517. [794905] 

1994 GRAND CHEROKEE LTD.. white, 
full leather, full options, no accidents, 
no off road accidents, small mileage, 
must be seen. Tourist or Diplomat. Tel. 
052-423-327, 09-742-9517. [794905] 


0621, 050-717-081. 


VW GOLF GTI, 1991, aulo, excellent 
condition, 4 doors. 5 seats, full extras, as 
new, silver, $5,500. Call Mark. Tel. 03- 
527-0621,050-717-981. [794159] 

CHEVY LUMJNA, 1998, only 4.500 km., 
as new, automatic, green, radio-cas¬ 
sette, alarm and immobilizer., telephone 
stand, book price. Tel. 03-964-6605, 

052-938-962 (Annie). 1795460] 

PASSPORT TO PASSPORT - Subaru 
Legacy Station GL ABS 1994. 27,000 
km., excellent condition. Tel. 050-292- 
433. [796440] 

VW GOLF GTI, 1990, manual, dark 
blue, 2 doors, 5 seats, fuH extras, 54,500. 
Call Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717- 
981. [794159] 


Moshe Dan of Kfar Shmaryahu 
offers for sale 


1990 Marcedn 23CE al nfcaa 120000 ton 
1992 JBspStajMStnua( US model 12000 mfes 
1990 CtritacSpacU taiw42pOD mta 

1999 PhmouBi feyager 7 Mb 57,000 mllas 

1997 BMW 319 5 gam A/C BBgOOO Ion 
1990VUBVHDBnQolf QUkKUc BOCDO km 
1999 ftrttacftfflUa 5,7 Bar 57,000 mbs 
1987 Sato SOOOTubo Autorate AC 157,000 ton 
19B01Mm 050 US model Btafian moon 9a now 
41^00 tides 

1892 Subau Legacy Staton Klfegon 4*4 tuba TtyBO len 

1990 VUomgen Poto MS tajecaan 7*000 tan 

1991 Auf flOaOEajtomaficpowwsttAC 68JQ00 len 
1990 BMW320LWattme as raw 72000 Ion 


1990 Manadas 290 SEflUtamaic tor S2000 
1960 ttacades230 ajtxiHtic tor $1200 
19961byc4a(tomfa|foto4«rostovvidtarSB5a 
ToL 09-958-0088; 052-464 316 


OLEH - OLEH - 1998 Toyota Carola Sta¬ 
tion GLI. automatic, lull option. Can 
only be described as new. Big saving. 
Coming soon. TeJ. 052-423-327, 09-742- 
9517. 


TOURIST ONLY, 1996 L 300, 10 
manual, pfeteering, AC, 1st hand, white, 
average Ion., cheap price. Tel. 052-423- 
327, 09-742-9517. [794905] 


Mail this coupon to us with payment enclosed (minimum 10 words) 



□ ONETIME Insertion 

□ 3 TIMES 

□ 6 TIMES (FULL WEEK) 

Starting Date_ 

AMOUNT: NIS_ 


Q 4 FRIDAYS 
□ MONTH 

_No. of words_ 


.Rates: 


See classified rates on this page. Deduct 10% tf you use this coupon. 

Classification_Geographical Area_ 

No refunds for early cancellation of series. 

TEXT:_ 


Name 

Address 


City Phone 

Credit Card 

No. 

Expiry date 

JD No. 


□ Please send receipt_ 

_Signature 



MAIL TO: ADS COUPON SPECIAL, P.O.Box 81, Jerusalem 91000 


dHaMadi_ta| 


0$ 




e) 




SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY CLASSIFIED OFFER! 

And mat isn t an...Save another 10%! 


We want your used car classified ad.. 

... so we’re making an offeryon can’t refuse!!! 

Your classified car ad can run in The Jerusalem Post for only; 

NIS 58.50 for two full weeks 
ftNIY NIS 88.50 for one full month 

* NIS 117.00 for two foil months 


«■ 




1 . Save 10% on above prices, by using the mail-in coupon In this paper (2 weeks NIS 52.65; one month NIS 79.65; two months NIS 105.30) 

2. You get up to 25 words, to say just how great your car Is! 

3. You may upgrade from package to package, by paying the difference. 

TERMS OF PUBLICATION: Advertisement must be for one car only. You may cancel ad, if you sell the car, but no refunds. Payment 

by cash, check or credit card. 


iwracttAO 
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Vikings, Broncos 
look super 


NEW YORK (AP) - If the 
Minnesota Vikings win the 
Super Bowl, they may look back 
to November 1 as the most 
important day of the season. 

That’s when they lost for the 
only time this 
season - 27-24 
Tampa. The 


in 


loss allowed 
them to concen¬ 
trate on the rest 
of the season 
without the pressure of trying to 
go unbeaten. The Denver 
Broncos carried such a burden in 
starting 13-0. 

So moke the Vikings the 
favorite to win the Super Bowl 
as they enter the playoffs relaxed 
and relatively healthy. And make 
the Jets a decent bet to upset the 
Broncos for the American 
Football Conference title 
because Bill parcells has his 
team peaking perfectly for the 
postseason. 

Forget the big-name teams - 
the 49ers. Packers and Cowboys, 
all Super Bowl winners this 
decade. At best, they have an 
outride chance to reach the con¬ 
ference title game, but little 
chance of winning in Minnesota. 

“I was hoping for a little more 
momentum,” Green Bay coach 
Mike Holmgren said after the 
Packers stumbled to a 16-13 win 
against Chicago on Sunday. 

"We didn't function as well as 
I'd have liked. We were a little 
sloppy, but we won and that's 
what I was hoping for.” 

A look at the playoffs by con¬ 
ference. 

American Football 
Conference 

Denver (14-2) remains the 
favorite. 

The Broncos will be home, 
where they’ve won 24 straight 
regular-season games. They also 
sot some of their momentum 
back by bating the Seahawks 
28-21 on Sunday. 

But it could get a littie scary for 
Denver if the Jets come to Mile 
High for the AFC title game. 
Parcells has been to three Super 
Bowls and he's had all three of 
those teams (the 1986 and *90 
Giants and the '96 Patriots) play¬ 
ing their best at season's end, just 
the way his team is playing now.. ■ 

"Damn! What kind of coach is 
he. really?" asked Keyshawn 
Johnson after the Jets beat the 
Patriots 31-10 Sunday, dominat¬ 
ing them in a game that meant 
more to New England. 

"You take a team from 1-15 to 
12-4 to die postseason to the AFC 
East championship. It’s crazy." 
t Actually, there was a midway 
point - 9-7 last season). 

Johnson himself is an exam¬ 
ple. a high-profile, high-talent 
youngster who Parcells has 
transformed into a Pro Bowler 
from a "me-first” player who 
wrote an autobiography titled 
Just Give Me the Damn Ball 
after on uninspired rookie sea¬ 
son. 

But Denver remains the 
favorite to return to the Super 
Bowl. 

The home field. John Elway 


MY CALL 


and Terrell Davis do that for the 
Broncos. And Mike Shanahan is 
in Parcells’ class as a coach - he 
did a marvelous job avoiding the 
post-Super Bowl letdown that 
plagues most champions. 

It would hard to 
go beyond the 
AFC’s top two. 
Buffalo is proba¬ 
bly the scariest 
because Doug 

Flutie has 
demonstrated he can perform the 
same kind of miracles in the 
NFL as in Canada and at Boston 
College. On Saturday, they go to 
Miami, where the Dolphins will 
be without one of their key 
defensive players. Jason Taylor, 
who broke his collarbone in 
Atlanta on Sunday. 

New England and 
Jacksonville, the other two AFC 
entries, will meet Sunday with 
either backup quarterbacks or 
damaged quarterbacks - Drew 
Bledsoe has a broken finger and 
Mark Brunei I has a sprained 
ankle. 

National Football 
Conference 

Which opening game is more 
interesting. Green Bay at San 
Francisco or Arizona at Dallas? 
Probably the first, simply 
because the teams involved are 
in the dying dynasty category. 
The 49ers’ front office is id tur¬ 
moil and its defense is terrible: 
the Packers have a lot of injuries 
and Brett Favre is having on off- 
year. 

But the second game has its 
charms - the Cardinals haven’t 
won a playoff game in 51 years 
and have lost 16 of the last 17 
games they’ve played with 
Dallas, including 38-10 and 35- 
28 this year. 

Whichever team advances has 
little chance - Dallas was the first 
team ever to go 8-0 in the NFC 
East, but was 2-6 against the rest, 
and eventually the Cowboys will 
have to play outside their divi¬ 
sion. 

Can San Francisco or Green 
Bay win in Atlanta or 
Minneapolis? Unlikely. 

This is the first year a team 
with a dome has home-field 
advantage, and that can make a 
.huge difference in big games. 
-■Still, the Pattols'rwerej-eason- 
aljly competitive at Minnesota 
this year - they were done in by 
two early turnovers and couldn't 
catch up although they were in 
the game until the final minutes. 

Can Atlanta win at Minnesota? 
Maybe. 

The Falcons have demonstrat¬ 
ed they can dominate the Rams. 
Panthers, Saints. Colts and other 
underlings. Their impressive 
wins were 41-10 in New 
England and 31-19 over the 
49ers al home. 

But this will be the first play¬ 
off experience for most of them 
and winning in Minnesota may 
be too much. 

Prediction? A month ago. it 
was easy - VIkings-Broncos. 

Now? It would be nice to say 
Falcons-Jets. But stick with this: 
Vikings-Broncos. (AP) 


NFL Final Standings 

(Tied reams ordered on tiebreakers) 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East W L T 

Pet PF 

PA 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East W L T PetPF 

FA 

x4LIJ«j 

12 

4 

0 

.750 416 

266 

x-DaJbs 

10 

6 

0 

.625 381 

275 

y-Hiarai 

10 

6 

0 

.625 321 

265 
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9 

7 

0 

343 325 

378 

y-Buffaki 

10 

6 

0 

.625 400 
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HI Giants 
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0 

300 287 
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y-Hew England 
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7 

0 
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10 
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Phibddphia 
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Pittsburgh 

7 
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0 
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lampaBay 
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8 

0 

300 314 
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Baltimore 

6 

10 

0 

373 269 

335 

Detroit 

5 

11 

0 

313 306 

378 
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13 

Q 
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Oakland 
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300 288 
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4 
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Seattle 

8 

8 

0 

300 372 
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KmOrkms 

6 

10 
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359 
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350 336 
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12 
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x-won division tide, y-wad-card qualifier 


Wildcards 
Saturday, January 2/-. fc 

Buffalo at Mferni •; r ■ 

Arizona at Dallas,-.‘... 
Sunday, January 3 -y- 
New England at Jacksonville •_ r 
Green Bay at San Frawracor 
DivisionalPftryioffi* 
Saturday, January -s f'- = - 


tm. pfayDKs:= • 

V.i'tiaias; .Green'Bey ^.'SanTtwictaco.Ht. 1 
yAWm i-.-r.;. , A 

BAA' MS** ai .New: England;^ 
-Degvary.- 1.. -v.-Ij- x - >■;• 

’ Sunday, January in,-". :.'. 
r W^^teBfcsor«fla dr M&tf-aX;New 

JMsnMi&feii Say dr San flandteco at 
..'AftmeMjBLV •.. ■; - V- ■ 


College Bowl Games 


Saturday, December 19 
Lbs Vegas Bowl: North Carolina 20, San 
Diego state 13 

Wednesday, December 23 
Motor City Bowl: Marshall 48, LoufevNe 29 
Friday. December 25 
Blue-Gray Classic: Gray 31. Blue 24 
Aloha Bowl: Colorado 51, Oregon 43 
Oahu Classic: Air Force 45. Washington 25 
Saturday, December 26 
Heritage Bowl: Southern U. 28, Bethune- 
Cookman 2 

lnslghi.com Bowl: Missouri 34, West 
Virginia 31 

Last Night 

Musk: City Bowl Alabama (7-4) vs. Virginia 
Tech (8-31 

MICRON PC Bowl; North Carolina State 
(7-4) vs. Mami (8-3) 

Alamo Bowl: Kansas State (n-i) vs. 
Purdue (8-4) 


Today 

Humanitarian Bowl: Idaho (8-3) vs. 
Southern Miss (7-4) 

Holiday Bowl: Nebraska (9-3) vs. Arizona 

m-D 


Thursday 

Liberty Bowl; Brigham Young (9-4) vs. 
Ildane (tt-O) 

Sun Bawl; Southern Cal (8-4) vs. Texas 
Christian (6-5) 

Poach Bawl: vbtjlrfa (9-2) vs. Georgia (8-3) 
Independence Bowt Mississippi (6-5) vs. 
Texas Tech (7-4) 

Friday, January 1 

Outback Bowl; Penn State (8-3) vs. 
Kentucky (7-4) 

Gator Bowl; Georgia Tech (9-2) vs. Notre 
Dame (9-2) 

Citrus Bowl Michigan (9-3) vs. Arkansas 
(9-2). 1p.m. (ABC) 

Cotton Bowt: Mississippi Stale (8-4) v& 
Texas (8-3) 

Rose Bowl: Wisconsin (10-1) vs. UCLA 
( 10 - 1 ) 

Sugar Bowt: Texas A&M (ti-2) vs. Ohio 
State (10-1) 

Saturday, January 2 
Orange Bowfc Syracuse (B-3) va Florida (9- 
2 ) 

Monday, January 4 

Rasta Bowl: Tennessee (12-0) vs. Florida 
State ( 11 - 1 ) (National title Game) 


Stem wants player vote, union 


NEW YORK (AP) -The commissioner of 
the National Basketball Association wants 
the players to vote on his “final" offer to end 
a 6 -month lockout by owners. Bui the union 
won't allow it. 

That’s where things-stood Monday on 
Day 181 of the NBA lockout. And if nothing 
changes for another 10 days, David Stem 
says the entire basketball season will be 
canceled. 

“We do not anticipate any further negotia¬ 


tions between now and January 7,” the com¬ 
missioner said. “If the players have some¬ 
thing to tell us, we’ll take it back to our 
(labor) committee, but the likelihood is that 
die season will be canceled January 7." 

Stern, in some of his strongest and most 
sarcastic remarks of the lockout, said the 
players’ “runaway" negotiating committee 
will be to blame if there is no agreement 
by January 7. That’s the- date of a Board of 
Governors meeting at which Stern predict- 


td there will be a overwhelming majority. 3 

of owae. votiag to cancel the entrre sea- he said. 

S ukon director Billy Hunter, still confi- “It may not have the same players it may 
dent tLit adeal is feasible, called for a not have the same ticket prices and it may 
resumDtion of talks between both sides not have the same television revenue. But it 
SScomSttea • ‘ will be a league and it will survive for a long 

^fHoSSfofme Knicks said the’ time, and it will continue to grow 
owners' moves were paltry. “To me, it’s like . recoup itself- ft will haw suffered wmen- 
putting garbage in toe oven and putting dously, but il will hve » entertain another 
sugar oniC be said. day and ultimately thnve. 


r 

t 
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Hasek suffers ‘off-night’ as Devils win big 



BUFFALO 
CAP) 

Buffalo 
goalie Dora- 
inik Hasek 
bad a rare bad 
game, and the 
New Jersey 
Devils made 
the most of it with a 7-4 victory 
over the Sabres on Monday night. 

Two nights after being shut out 
by the two-time Hart Trophy win¬ 
ner, the Devils scored on each of 
their first three shots and put four - 
of six past Hasek. 

Krzysztof Oliwa, Brendan 
Morrison, Petr Sykora and Dave 
Andreychuk scored to give the 
Devils a 4-1 lead and oust Hasek 
just 22 seconds into the second 
period. Hasek hadn't allowed 
three goals in the first period of a 
game since a 3-1 loss to the Devils 
on December 24, 1997. 

Capitals 5, Bruins 1 - 
Peter Bondra, Ken Klee and 
Sergei Gonchar scored first-period 
goals as Washington returned 
home from the longest road trip in 
team history and beat Boston. 

The Capitals, who scored only 
II goals while going 2-6 on their 
three-week trip, notched three 
goals on 18 shots - the most they 
have taken during an opening peri¬ 
od this season. 

Blues 4, Red Wings 4 
Vyacheslav Kozlov scored two 
goals that counted and two that did¬ 
n't as Detroit snapped a five-game 
losing streak - their longest since 
January 1991 with a home tie. 

Kozlov’s second goal forged the 
tie with 9:13 remaining, bringing 
Detroit back from a 4-2 deficit in 
the second period. 

He also had two apparent scores 
wiped out by video review, and 
took a penalty that negated a team¬ 
mate’s goal - all in the first period. 

Mighty Ducks 2, Senators 2 
Shawn McEachem's second 
goal of the game and ream-leading 
15th this season - with six seconds 
left in regulation - gave host 



CALLED BACK - Brains’ Steve Heinze (23) gets set to shoot the pack past Capitals goalie Rick Ikbaracri in first-period action. 
The goal was disallowed due to Heinze being in the crease. (Roam) 


Ottawa a tie. 

McEacbem sent the game into 
overtime by burying a rebound past 
Anaheim goalie Dominic Roussel. 
McEachem also bear Roussel on 
the first shot of the game, but the 
Anaheim goalie then shut the door 
until the final seconds.. .- v 
Panthers 5, Islanders 1 
Defensemen Paul La us and 
Terry Carkner scored rare goals as 


host Florida won for the fourth 
time in the last five games. 

Oleg Kvasha. Ray Whitney and 
Carkner all had a goal and an 
assist while Viktor Kozlov added 
three assists to help Florida climb 
over -500 fI3--E2-6j. forrfhe first 
time since November t£es ;: c: 

Stars Predators' 0 
Shawn Chambers scored the 
only goal, and Ed Belfour made 14 


Nmw Jersey 3 31-7 

BufMo 103-4 

Hist Rfinod-1. New Jersey, Ota*a 3 iMom&on, 
Lakovie). 2:50. 2. New Jersey, Morrison 4 
(Lafcovic. Souray). B:51.3, New Jersey, Sykora 11 
(Efcts. Morrison). &22 (pp). 4. Buffalo, Peca 9 
(Smehfik). 1535. Second Benotf-5. New Jersey. 
Andreychuk 11 (Hank). 22: 6. New Jersey, 
Slrartfijanov 3 (Andreychuk). 828- 7, New Jersey, 
Ralston 7 (Hofik. Odetain). 1929 (pp). Third 
Portod-8. Buffalo, Peca 10 IHolanger, Bamaby). 
229 (pp). 9. Satan 13. 8:03 cstil. 10. Buffalo. 
Brawn 10 (WooJtey, Peco). 13.30 (pp) II. New 
y. Rotated 8 (Sievens), 19 -15 (en). Shots on 
New Jersey 5-9-1-18. Buffalo 14-11-15-40. 
afea-Nen Jersey, Broffeur Buffalo. Hasek. 
RoJoson. A-18.595. 


I6:T1. Second Period—1. Boston, Kftnsorii 16 
(Thornton), tit50.5. Washington. KocvraaJchuk 5 
(Plvonka. Bondra). 14:40. Third Psrrod-6. 
Washington. Black .4 (Wee, Toms). 11:34 Shots 
on gtxrt-Boaon a-10-4-22. Washington 18-B- 
1V37. Goafies-Soston. Dafoe. Washington. 
TaOaracd. A-19,740. 


0-22. Detroit 3-7-6*2-20 GeaTres-S. Lsais. Fahr. 
Detroit, Marada. A-T9.983. 


Anaheim 1100-2 

Ottawa 1010-2 

Feat Pwiod-1. Ottawa, McEachem 14 [Yashin. 
Laukkanen), 1:09. 2, Anaheim, Ofausson 4 
(Kariya). 10:19. Second Peiiod-3. Anaheim. 
Mcfrvib 10 (Green), 4:02 (sh). Third Feriod-4, 
Ottawa, McEachem 15 p/brk. Redden). 19:54. 
OveRsne-Nane. Shots on goat-Araheim 4-&&- 
2-16. Ottawa 3-19-14-3-39. GoaBes-Anahekn. 
HoMSseL Ottawa, Tugnutt. A-1B.500. 


N.Y. tatendera 010-1 
Florida 2 1 2-5 

First Penod-1, Florida. Carkner 1 iV/hitney. 
Niedermayer). 4:53.2, Florida. Kvasha 5 (Svehla. 
Koidoir). T7:4fl (ppj. Second Penod-3. Fionda. 
Lairs 1 (Kvasha, Derorak). 4:40. 4. New VOrfc, 
Lawrence 2 (Nemchmov. Donato), 5:18. Third 
Period-5. Florida, Whitney 11 (Kodov. Carkner). 
625.6, Ftohda, Lmdsay 7 (Kozlov. Hicks), 19.4T. 
Shots on goal-New York 4-T7-&-27. Florida 12- 
10-14-38. Goades-Nen York, Flaherty. 
Cousneau. Ftorida. Burke. A-19JS50. 


Nashville 00 0-0 

Dallas 010-1 

Fust Period-«one. Second Porod-1. Dallas, 
Cr«rnbers 2 fCarironneau, MarshflSl 12:31. Third 
Penod-None. Shots on goei-NashvrDg &-4-4-14. 
Dallas 5-13-3-21. Goafles-Nashvite. Fichaul 
Dallas. Beflout. A-16.928 


saves as host Dallas remained 
unbeaten in 12 games to match a 
franchise record. 

Belfour got his third shutout of 
the season and 43rd of his career 
as. the Stars.bejtered their unbeaten, 
run ip, 947-3, .The Stars .are injbe': 
midst:of their longest, unbeaten 
string since the Minnesota North 
Stars went 9-0-3 in 1982. 

Kings 4, Coyotes 2 
Luc Robitaille scored twice and 
added an assist as Los Angeles 
ended Phoenix's 11-game home 
unbeaten streak. 


Jozef Stumpel also scored a pair 
of goals tor the resurgent Kings 
(11-21-3), who have won three of 
their last four games. 

Sharks 1, Flyers 1 
Mike Vernon and John- 
,yawbiesbrouck. ^each.. stopped; 
Uihofe .-as* KosL San JosSr e iwb 
Philadelphia skated to a tie. 

Philadelphia . extended its 
unbeaten streak to eight (4-0-4), 
while the Sharks were able to 
stretch their unbeaten string to 
five (4-0-1). 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


WESTEm CONFERENCE 


Boston 010-1 

Washington 311-5 

Rral Psnod-1. Wttshngton. Bondra 13, .-24. 2. 
Washington. Klee 4 I.Bteck, Toms). 1128. 3. 
Washbigion. Gonchar 3 (Bellows. NikoAshin). 


St Louis 1300-4 

Detroit 1210-4 

Fust Period-1, St Louis. Handzus 2 (Demrlra, 
Prengei), '.2?. 2, DeSroft, Ywmurn 15 (Roes. 
Udstrom), 10:42 (pp). Second Penod-3, Denod. 
Kozlov 6 (Fedorov. Houda), 4S4. 4, Sl Lotos, 
Pronger 4 (Conroy. Demina), 733. 5. SL Louis. 
Pronger 5 (Yaka). 16:10 (ppL 6, SI. Louis, Pellemi 
9 (Ybung). 1855 7, Detroit. Draper 2 (Lapointe. 
Kocur). W2a Third Period-8. Detroff, Kozlov 7 
(Udfltram, Lanonav), 10-47. Overttme-None. 
Penatoes-None. Shots on goal-SL Louis Vt-7-11- 


Los Angeles 0 22-4 
Phoenix 020-2 

First Psnod-None. Second Pwiod-1. Los 
Angeles, Stunpel 3 (Rasa), 1:07. 2 Phoenix 
Tocchet U (Adams), 12S3. 3, Phoenix. Briere 4 
tlsbisvar. Lurome). 16.43. 4, Los Angeles. 
RoMaiHe 17 lAudette, Ferraro). 1922. Third 
Period-5. Los Angeles. Robitaille 18. 12:09 0. 
Los Angeles. Stumpel 4 (FWuiUe. Badger), 
14:42 top). Shds on goaH.os Angeles 4-12- 
10-26. Phoenix 13-15-6-34. Goalies-Los 
Angeles. Slorr. Phoenix Khabbukn. A-i6^i0. 


PMbKMpMa 0100-1 

San Jose 010 0-1 

First P&riod-ltane. Second Pa nod-1. 
Phiadetohia, Urtdros 19 IBrvitf Amour. BaOych), 
4:19 (pg). 2, San Jose. Murohy 8 (Ricd. Houtderj. 
1131. Third PBriod-None. Overtme-Nona. Shots 
on goat-PtiBadeiphia 5-1-6-6-23. Son Jose 10-fl- 
6-1-23. Goaffes-Phflodelphia, Vanblestmouck. 
San Jose. Vernon. A-17,463 


Atlantic Division 





Central Division 







W 

L 

T 

Pts GF GA 


W 

L 

T 

Pts GF GA 

NewJwwj 

20 

9 

4 

44 

101 

84 

Detroit 

17 

15 

2 

36 

106 95 

Philadelphia 

16 

9 

9 

41 

92 

74 

Sc. Louis 

12 

11 

9 

33 

87 

83 

Prmimrgh 

14 

ID 

7 

35 

85 

84 

Nashville 

13 

17 

3 

29 

7B 

98 

HI Rangers 

12 

14 

7 

31 

W) 

90 

Chicago 

10 

20 

4 

24 

77 

113 

HI Wanders 

13 

20 

2 

28 

87 

103 







Northeast Division 





Northwest Division 





Buffalo 

19 

7 

5 

43 

91 

58 

Colorado 

15 

(6 

3 

33 

79 

84 

Toronto 

19 

13 

2 

40 

107 97 

Edraonton 

15 

16 

3 

33 

94 

89 

Boston 

15 

12 

6 

36 

86 

72 

Vancouver 

13 

17 

4 

30 

94 

100 

Ottawa 

15 

13 

4 

34 

92 

78 

Cafeanr 

12 

19 

3 

27 

93 

102 

Montreal 

9 

(8 

7 

25 

73 

96 

Pacific Division 






Southeast Division 





Daias 

22 

5 

6 

50 

99 

(5 

Carolma 

16 

14 

5 

37 

89 

84 

Pbwni* 

20 

1 

4 

44 

91 

60 

Florida 

13 

12 

6 

32 

81 

82 

Anaheim 

J3 

11 

8 

34 

78 

75 

Washington 

11 

18 

3 

25 

70 

82 

San Jose 

10 

15 

8 

28 

70 

75 

Tampa Bay 

8 

23 

3 

19 

69 

119 

losAnpfcs . 

II 

21 

3 

25 

71T 

*5 
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Crash landing 

Spanish bullfighter Manuel Diaz, known as El Cortobes, is tossed by a ball daring a tournanrent in Cal - Colombia 


ENGLAND 

Continued from Page 20 
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An extra half an hour had been 
added to the first and last sessions 
but Stewart had wanted 10 go off 
when that time elapsed and the 
clock ticked past 7.19 pjn. local 
time. 

He was told by the umpires, how¬ 
ever, that play could continue for an 
additional 30 minutes because a 
result was likely and the decision 
seemed to put new life into Headley. 

Australia, after leading by 70 runs 
on the ftret innings, always looked to 
be in control after they dismissed 
England for 244 in their, second 
innings before tea on the fourth day. 

England’s batsmen, after resuming, 
at 65 for two, performed well but 
never took control of the bowling 
despite three half centuries. Stewart 
scored 52, Nasser Hussain 50 and 
Graeme Hick 60 bat the England 
total still looked inadequate. 

Australia were in the driving seat 
even after Headley picked up his 
four quick wickets as Steve WanghJ 
who made a magnificent 122 not oat 
in the first innings, took the home 
side to within 14 runs of victory with 
three wickets in hand \ / 

Headley again providedthe break¬ 
through when Nichoto edged a 
Mh to wicketkeeper Warren Hegg. 
Gough cleaned up the taR to the 
delight of the “Banny Anqy^of' 
England supporters and the disap-; 
pointment of Waugh, left stranded 
on 30. 

Despite their success in recent 
years, Australia have a reputation 
for losing “deaf* matches, particu¬ 
larly when charing small totals. - 

they have lost the last Test .in 
three of the previous four Ashes 
series’ including the final Test at the. 
Oyal in 1997 when they were dis-. 
missed for 104 needing 124 for vic- > 
lory, : ■ : 
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CRITICS' CHOICE 


CLASSiCAL MUSIC 

_ Michael Ajzen stadt 

The Linz Mozart Choir gives a special concert 
tonight at 8:30 at the Jerusalem Center for Near 
Eastern Studies on Ml Scopus within the Liturgica 
festival. The program comprises music by Bach, 
Mendelssohn, Bruckner and Handel as well as Petr 
Eben’s The Golden Windows for trumpet and organ 
an opus inspired by the Chagall Windows in 
Jerusalem. 

FILM 

_ Adina Hoffm an 

^ M SLIDING DOORS — As hip London pub- 
Helen (Gwyneth Paltrow) runs to catch the 
■“ tobe 30 early scene of Peter Howin’s movie, her 
.V- story suddenly splits down the middle, and we find 
: ourselves watching two romantic comedies for the 
'' pice of one. In an other-worldly instant, Helen 
fragments into two distinct characters: one just 
• • misses her train and the other jumps on as the door 
slams shut One Helen goes home to discover her 
boyfriend (John Lynch) in bed with another woman 
(Jean Tripplehorne) and the other takes a cab home, 
just missing the discovery of his betrayal. The film, 
like the conceit that informs it, is both charming and 
. dangerously slight Howitt often manages to infuse 
the action with a breathless sense of fantastical pos- 
_ ability, though the proceedings occasionally threat¬ 
en'to devolve into a mechanical exercise. With the 
.. very appealing John Hannah as Helen No. 2’s new 
.flame, a talkative Scot. (Parental guidance suggest¬ 
ed-) 

*** THE TRUMAN SHOW - The star of the 
round-tbe-clock TV drama that gives this darkly 
surreal new film its title and raison d’etre is one 
Truman Burbank (Jim Carrey), a clean-cut insur- 


WHAT’S ON 



Jim Carrey in ‘The Truman Show’ 

ance salesman whose whole life has - unbe¬ 
knownst to him - been broadcast to millions of 
adoring fans all around the world. Director Peter 
Weir has always infused his films with a sense of 
wonder and dread at the grand unnameable forces 
at work above his characters’ heads. In the past, 
these premonitions had a trembling, almost misty- 
eyed quality that made them alternately mesmeriz¬ 
ing and a trifle silly. This time around, the director 
takes up a similar theme, but his attitude toward it 
is different, steelier. Now those forces are named - 
corporate greed, media overload, showbiz cyni¬ 
cism - and Weir’s wonder gives way, for better and 
worse, to pointed social commenL The picture has 
a sharp critical bite that his earlier work lacked, 
though it also sometimes comes too close to a 
dryly clever intellectual exercise to really move or 
shake us. With Ed Harris, grotesquely plausible as 
the show’s self-important creator. (Parental guid¬ 
ance suggested.) 


RADIO 






■voice OF HUSK 

635 Selected works by 
Chabrier, Dukas, Satie, Saint- 
Saans, Bizet and Ibert 
7:07 Tchaikovsky: Les Sai&ons 
far Piano op 37a 
£05 Hahn: Le Bat de Beatrice 
cfEste tor Small Orchestra; 
Kodaiy: The Peacock Variations 
9:05 Brukner: String Quintet In 
F; Bach: Plano Concerto no 1 
in 0 minor; Beethoven: Piano 
Concerto no 4 op 90; Mozart 
Symphony no 29 K201; 

Nielsen: Symphony no 5 op 50; 
Bedtoz: Roman Carnival 
Overture op 9 

1200 Light Classical - works 
byLoussier and Shostakovich 
13=00 Artist of the Week - 
Gidon Kramer, violin. 
Schoenberg: String Trio op 45; 
Mahler. Piano Quartet 
Janacek: Sonata tor Violin and 
Plano (Argerich) 

14:06 Encore 
1530 Keys 

10:00 Cherubini: Mass; 
Tchaikovsky: Francesca da 


DdhnamitvtoDn Concerto no2 
1830 Mendelssohn: Spring 
Song; Hassalmanns; The 
Spring; Zlndlng: Whispers of 
Spring; HotetT Low my 


Beloved; Reinecke; Sonata tor 
Flute and Piano op 167 
“Ondine’; Ravel: Miroirs; Lalo: 
Piano Trio op T. Tchaikovsky. 
String Quartet no 1 op 11 
20:05 Haydn: Piano Variations 
in F; Schubert: Fantasy in C lor 
Violin and Piano: Prokofiev: 
Overture on Hebrew Themes 
op 34 

21:00 A Matter of Agreement 
23:00 Golden Generation - 
Ernst Levy piano / second pro¬ 
gram. Beethoven: Sonata no 29 
in B flat op 106 Hammeiklavter' 
(recorded 1958); Liszt: First 
movement from Annees de 
peierfnage. Book 2 Ttaly“ (1929) 

■ RADtOWEST 

CNN news on the hour followed 
by RadioWEST local news 
6:00 Morning Drive with David 
Starck (until 9:00) 

7:45 Sports Update 

8. -08 Lions Trust Financial 
Update 

9. -00 Morning Brunch ninth 
Sharon Wagner (until 12:00) 
10:00 "Read to Head* with - 
Charlie Levine and Dr. Tom — ' 
Gumpel 

12:00 Financial Forum with Mike 
Humphries 

13:00 Memory Lane with 


Rebecca E. 

14:00 M & M's Pick W Mix 
16:00 Afternoon Drive with Mike 
Reims (until 19:00) 

17:45 Sports Update 
193)0 Lonely Soul in Town - 
Dave Bender 

2130 Gesher presents The 
Great Divide”- panel discussion 
2230 West RockLine with Mark 
Garson 

1:00 Late Night Musk: 

■ BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6:00 The World Today 
6:30 Insight 

6:45 Off the Shelf: Cokxnba 
7:00 The World Today 
7:30 Outlook 
7:55 Take Five B 
8.-00 The World Today 
8:30 Sports Review of the fear 
9:00 World News 
9:15 Off the Shelf: Cokxnba 
9:30 Meridian (Live) 

10:00 World News 
10:10 Pause For Thought 
10:15 Westway 
1030 Everywoman 
11 30 World News 
Tl 105 World Business Report 
11:15 The Farming World 
11:30 Britain Now 
Tl:45 Sports Roundup 
12:00 Newsdesk 


1230 One Planet 

1330 Newsdesk 

13:30 Sports Review of the fear 

14.-00 Worid News 

1435 Worid Business Report 

14:15 Britain Today 

14:30 Seeing Stars 

14:45 Sports Roundup 

15too Newshour 

16:00 World News 

I6to5 Outlook 

16:30 Megamix 

17:00 Worid News 

17:05 Sports Roundup 

17:15 Performance 

17toO Everywoman 

18:00 World News 

18:15 From Our Own 

Correspondent 

18:30 Insight 

18:45 Britain Today 

19to0 Europe "today 

19:30 World Business Report 

19:45 Sports Roundup 

20toO Newsdesk 

20to0 The Works 

21 toO News Summary 

21:01 Outlook 

21SS Pause for Thought 

21 too Multitask: X-Press 

2230 Newshour 

23 toO Worid News . 

23:05 World Business Report 
23:15 Britain Today 
23 toO On Screen 
00toO Newsdesk 




;la>? 


ACROSS 

7 Attack main site of 
obsolete London power 
station (9) 

8 Easily shattered by 
loud abuse (5) 

10 Joined in, without 
being searched (8; 

11 Run or climb up it (6) 

12 Rough deal for one 
loved by Zeus (4) 

13 The way the world 
goes round (8 ) 

15 X-ray penetration? (7) 

17 Random attempt by a 
snooker player? (3-4) 

20 He appreciates the 
exquisite tea these 
provide (8) 

22 A mild imprecation— 
here’s an example (4) 


25 The lowest form of 
birds (6) 

26 What’s behind China 
preparing for new 
conflict? (8) 

27 Where a washer is 
always available (2.3) 

28 Drink before busi¬ 
ness—it’s no joke 
without it (9) 

DOWN 

1 Can’t you be done for 
drink driving when 
on this vehicle? (5) 

2 Building fast (6) 

3 Go to barn to mix. 
animal food? (4-4) 

4 Ground prepared for 
development? (7) 



5 They’re boring quar¬ 
rels about publicity 
(8) , , . 

6 Not to be made light 
of (9) 

9 Sign for more (4) 

14 A French river bore 
(9) 

16 Sacked, „ no doubt 
(2,3,3) 

18 Arms can end or 
'cause trouble (8) 

19 For sure construction 
contains iron (7) 

21 Language used in the 
Upper Senate (4) 

23 Lots follow second 
test (6) 

24 Being stupid, Annie 
gets confused (5) 


SOLUTIONS 


naEBraainGHG nssa 
amramrasHs 
nmiuEiE nanBSQBBS 

□ EPBcaan 
BBmsnsm □anmnurn 
5j o B b nan 

HBBHnQQa 
EEZ]£OCIES0SSLt] 

iii b a a q e ai 
mmsnffiQtn oasnsEn 

□ 0SC5ra3!I3| 

□ msQESHa 


Quick Solution 
ACROSS: 1 Anchors, 6 Aw ay, 7 

Tardy, 8 Hereby, 10 Gale, 11 
Property, IS Nudity, 14 Pledg e , 
17 Shrapnel, IS Acer, 21 Plenty, 
- 22 Bebnt, 23 Exit, 24 Nebukr. 

DOWN: 1 Antagonism, 2 Cur¬ 
dled, 3 Oryx, 4 Sphere, 6 
Abruptly, $ Amber, 9 Type¬ 
writer, 12 Step on it, I* Dedbel, 

16 Kenyan, 18 Eelax. 20 Crib. - 



QUICK CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

7 Digit (6) 

8 King’s son (6) - 
10Explain(7) 

11 Woodland deity 

(5) 

12 Merit (4) 

13 Chose (5) 

17 Back tooth (5) 
l8Plunder (4) 

22 Commerce (5) 

23 Student (7) 

24 Moslem temple 

( 6 ) 

25 Countermand 
( 6 ) 


DOWN 

1 Tendered (7) 

2 Animate (7) 

3 Started© 

4 Succeed CO 

5 Combine (5) 

6 Core (5) 

9 Versatile (9) 

14 Sad (7) 

15 Link up (7) 

16 Frighten (7) 

19 Postage receipt 

(5) 

20 Untrue (5) 

21 Heathen (5) 


■ CHANNEL 1 (11) 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 

630 Nms Hash 

631 News In Arabic 
6:45 Good Morning Israel 

■ EDUCATIONAL TV 

830 Oriental Studes 
BtoOFantiy Album 
830 Guitar far Beginnera 
930 CommunicaboftThe 
Human Imperative 
1030 For the veiyyouM 
11 toO Mathematics 
1230 Sciences 
1330 Hanrfs Room 
M30 Bastetoafl Super 
League 

■ CHANNEL 1(11) 

1630 Hoppa Hey 
1639 A New Evening 
1735 Marked Places 
18:15 New m Enpsh 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 

1830 Retted Science 
TWO News in Arabic 

HEBREW PROGRAMS 
1930 The Stepsons 
20to0 News Heacfines 
20:10 Nowhere Man 
21 too Nows 
2130 One on One 
22to5 Fia£e Heart 
23to0 Good Luck - chat 
show hosts! by Ehurf 
Manor 
23:30 News 
OOtoO Verea ol the Day 

■ CHANNEL 2 (22) 

5:45 Today% programs 
535 Sang of the Day 
6to0 Ripect Bear 
630 ChocoTef-Ad 
6*3 Coflee Td-Ad 
9to0 TTwd Time 
955 Thirty Something 
1050 Dangerous Mnds 
H}40 Something So Right 
1235 Life's Wo* 

1230 Amezfag Stories 
13:00 News In Our Eyes 
1330 Ghost Writer 
14to0 Home and Array 
1430 Tick Tack 
I5to0 Disney Time 
1630 The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

1630 Street Comer 
17to0 Five with SJcenk 
1730 Sport TV 
1830 Mows Magic 
1830 Tartan 
193S PDefng withVtiel 

20to0 News 

2030 Ramai Aviv G'mmet 
21:15 Fed with liana 
Dayan 

2205 Avtaham and 
fe'acov 

2335 Short at lUnM 
00:00 News 
00:05 The X-FBes 
ItoO M'A*S*H - Dreams 
130 1997 Rad Sea Jtiz 2 
Festival - DkSer Lockwood 
and his quintet 
230 Song far the Day 

■ JORDAN TV (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

15to0 Holy Koran 
15:10 Teddy the Bear 
1530 Beyond the Galaxy 
16to0 Ranch program 
1630 Crystal Maze 
1730 Subways 
IBtoO Bugby Spirit 
t9to0Le Journal 
19:15 French series 
19:30 News Headlines 
1935 Keep Quiet 
2030 From Oir Special' 
Reporter 
2030 Series 
21:15 King Fu 3 
2130 Faces and Places 
22.-00 News in Engfish 
2230 Chicago Hope 
23rt5 Fatal Bug 
OOtoO Hi Parade 


■ WDOLEEASTTV 
OAOT) 

(uncorSnTwd) 

7to0 Keeping Rt 
730700Q* 

8to0 TV Shopping 
1530 Beethoven 
1530 The Write Fang 
1630Woody Woodpecker 
17307000* 

1730 Arabic Worid News 
1830 CNN World of 
Entertainment 
1830 Coach 
f930Wtsaguy 
20toOPo5ceman 
2130 Engteh league 
Soccer 

2330 Late Show rate 
Dand Lattarman 
2335 CNN Wtufa of 
Entertainment 
OOtoO TV Shopping 
230 7000* 


■rtV3(33) 

1630 Dictator 
1730 Panorama 
1830 Life Goes On- 
Egyptian series (Arabic) 
1930 News in Arabic 
2030 Doctors Talk-WH 
2030 Is It Legal? 

2130 News 
2130 Scent olMnt 
2330 Great Spiendors of 
the Worid 

■ ETV 2 (23) 

1530 Mathematics 
1630 Fairy Tales 
1730 Short Sory Festival 
1730 Arabic Stones 
1830 Pique Nque 
1830 Cooking with Capra! 
1930 Oriental Studies 
1930 Vis-3-Vts 
2030 New Everwig 
2030 Tastes 
20:55 Little Big Comtry 
2130 Destinations - 
ThaXand 

2230 In the Heat of the 
Night 

2235 Life and Tmes of 
Lord Mountbatten 


■ CHANNEL 3 

730 Good Evening with 
Guy Pines (rpt) 

730 Love Story with Yossi 


830 Celeste 
930 One Ub to Live (rpt) 
9:45 The feung and the 
Restless (rpt) 

1030 Days of Our Lives 
11:15 Angels Don't Cry (rpt) 
1230 Bamaby Jones 
12*5 Dates 
1330 NewsrarSo 
1430 Bewitched 
14351 Dream of Jeanne 
14.-50 Days of Our Ures 
1535 Judge Judy 
1630 Angels Don't Cry 
16*5 One Ub to Uve 
1730 Fraser 
1830 Good Evening wtiti 
Guy Pines 

1830 Local Broadcast 
1930 The Mxng and tee 
Restless 

1930 Mefeose Place 
2035 La Femme Mldta 
21:10 Mad About feu 
2135 Veronica's Closet 
2230 Yur Lapid Uve ai 10 
2230 Sert* (rpt) 

2330 Rida Lake (rpt) 

23:45 Good Evening with 
Guy Pines (rpt) 

00:15 EA 
135 SiSt Saltings 
150 North of 60 

• ■ MOVIE CHAfWEL (4) 

H 30 Saint-Ex (1995)- 
biography of the French 
adventuer-fdoHumter Saint 
Exi^Mry who wrote The 
IMe Prince. With Miranda 
Rchard6on 

1330 Cornered (1945) - a 
ftyiig ace whose French 


fiancee was murdered dic¬ 
ing WWII by a ctiaborator 
sets ouafta the warto 
Armntina to trade down her 
k&r. With KcfcPcwefl and 
Water Siszak 
14^40 Taka Out the Beast 
(1995)-short ftfrn about 
the moral dnemma a space- 
step craw fees v*en 
ordered to destroy *eir 
android servant 
15:10 JaSireaters (1994)- 
a high-school c hee rleader 
ffinsurith a youig hooeduvn 
who tor breaks ouf Of jail 
to be wih her and Ititfaaps 
her when she spurns hm 
Wkh Swnan Doheny, 
Mono Sahato end Atfaen 
Brody 

l630far%R«mlon:A 
RetaSve Mghtmare (1995)- 
fa the yeariy get-together 
every member cf an 
extended ferniy tries to 

prwe trial he is Ihe oas¬ 
es. With Mefesa Joan Han 
and Jason Masden 
1835 The LittiB Rascals 
(iffl4) - ertertamfafl and 
updated flkn version of the 
Our Gag comades from 
the 193&. The slorv cen¬ 
ters on the antics of the Tfe 
Man Woman Haters Ch** 
and the taeM ttey whan 
one of trie* own fails In low 

with a gilt Directed by 


2a <1;^- 


Poring with 
The YaeJ 

Simpsons Ahecassto Melrose 
Place 

News News 


News 

Nowhere 

Man 


La Famine 
RamatAvhr N3dta 
Gimme] 




Mss Fantily Decisive 

Ftracradter Hallers Weapons 

Httriedwith 
Chiklren Future 

Quest 

Fresh 

Prince of The Next 


News 

Fact with Mad About 
liana Dayan You 

One on One Veronica's 

Closet 

Fragile Avraham YurLapki 

Heart andYa*acav Live at 10 

SelnfeU 


redd Lake 


Sentinel 


Bel Air 
Fid House 

Lob and 
dark 


Bodies, 
Rest A 
Motion 


1930 Miss Firecracker 
(1989) - adaptation of an 
off-Broadway comedy about 
a lonely MtaWssippnn 
woman yeamaig far tore. 
With Holly Hunter, Mary 
StoonburoenandTim 
Robbins 
21:10 Sentinel 
2230 Perfect Target (1996) 
-a mercenary banished to 
Central America is framed 
by the CIA tor the assassK 
nation of the delator. He 
then escapes and heka (ha 
rebels seize power. With 
Daniel Bernhardt. Dara 
Tomanow* and Robert 
Engfand 

2330 MaDrats (1995)- 
Kevin Smith's comic portrait 
ol a group of friends, ene¬ 
mies and farmer boy-and 
grfrfends who spend their 
bme hanging out at a si*- 
urban mafl. With Shaman 
Doherty. Jason Lee. Ben 
Alter* and Jewry London 
135 Teresa's Taboo (1992) 

- comic thrier. Bunbfing 
kfanapoera who accidental¬ 
ly killed (her hostage plot to 
replace her wife a young 
woman who shares an 
imcarwy res e mbl a nce to 
her. With C. Thomas Howtil, 
Nancy Mdfeon, Lou 
Diamond Phfips and 
Jonathan Sherman 
235 Scent of Wsngeance 
(1996,88 mins.) -an engi¬ 
neer in Central America 
gets caught up in a battle 
between rebels and the 
local guards With James 
Broin, Jay Roberts. Sekfy 
Lopez and Simon Andteu 

■ CHILDREN (6) 

630 Cartoons 

835 Svnbe. Jtmgie King 

850Snorks 

935 Moeart and the Gang 
930TheSnutfe 
1035 Nrja Turtles 
1035 Superman 
1035 Peter Pan aid the 
Piratra 

11:35 Nedti Newt 
1230 Bandana Brenda 
1230 Picasso's Place 
1255 Nie Holgersen 
13:35Smba, Jungle King -• 
1435 The Uffleaas-'. 

1430 Arthur 
1535 The Smuts 
1530 Ni^a Turtles 
1835 Superman 
1635 Peter Pan and the 
Pirates 

1735 Cow and Chicken 
1730FSpper 
18:10 The Ma^iet 


1830 The One 
1830 Crazy-with Gil 
Sassover 

1930 Moesha - reruns 
1930 Rarrafy Matters 
1955 Mamed with CtiMren 
2030 The Ftesh Prince of 
Bel Air 

2tk45 FuB House 
21:10 Lots and Clark 

■ SECOND SHOWING (B) 

2230 BocEes. Rest & 

Motion (1993)-tow-key >-• 
portrafl of four generaton-X 
youngsters fa Arizona, 
adapted from a play by 
Roger Hedden. with 
Phoebe Cates. Britbet 
Fonda, Tin Rath and Eric 
Stottz 

2330 Max et les FenaDeus 
(French, 1971,107 mins.)- 
a policwiian becomes 
obsessed wih catching a 
gangotsmal-fimehood- 
Ems, but hb plans go awry 
whenhefafein tcMMtiia 
prostitute Directed by 
Claude Santa. With La*el 
Pfacofi and Homy 
Schnekter 

■ CHANNB.8 

630 Open University (rpts 
from Tuesday a 2330) 

830 Poesuns. Tales a the 
Unemectedfrpfl 
83SBe^nd 2000 (rpt) 

930 Behfad the Lab Door 

(rpt) 

1030 Ciao Fedenco - col¬ 
lection of faterviews vritii 
renowned ttaian dusetor 
Federico RM 
11 toO Eirapean Concert 
1995-the Berfln 
PMharmonfa wflh vioirest 
Sarah Chang, conducted by 
2i*in Matte, periorm 
Beethovea Paganini and 
Dvorak 

1230 Life in the WDd (rpt) 
1255DedsNe Weapons 
(rpt) 

1330 Futaa Quest Motion 
Control (rpfj, 

1355 The Next Step (rpt) 
1430 Stephen Hawkingts 
Urevriree, part 6 (rot) ■ 

1530 AeroplaneDance 
(rpt) 

16.-10 Cousteau: 


1938 Dedsive Weapons 
2030 Future Quest 
2030 The Next Sep 
2130 Papabta -the men 
fa 6na to be the next pope 
and Orir chances 
2150 Pope John Rati fl-a 
portrait 

22^0 life in the WU 
2335 Dedsw Weapons 
2335 Open Urikoriy: 
Death and (he Maiden; 
Govemmert By Consent; 
Unfvaree. tnfinea Rontfers 

■ STAR WORLD (18/15) 

6 to 0 ThePretendar 
730 Oprah Winfrey Shwv 
8to0 Santa Barbara 
930 The Bold and the 
BeautifJ 

930 Burl Woffs Menu 
1030 Snowy Ftiwar.The 
McGregor Saga 
ntoOJufc Hanraft Artmal 
AdvertLras 
H30SmaflWondw 
1230 The Briltas Empire 
1230 Worid News 
1330 Asa News & Worid 
Business Report 
1330 Home bnproremort 
1430 Space island One 
1530 05. the New 
Professionals 
1630 Murder Cal 
1730 The Bold and the 
Beajffiii 

1730 HomB biprovamenf 
1830 Space Island One 
1930 CG. the New 

nj—fnnnlninV, 

Kroesaonais 
2030 Murder Cd 
2130 Home Improvament 
2130Newhart 
2230The Brttes Empire 
2230The Bdd and the 

RnaiHiil 

2330The Wonder Wars 
2330 Me Belvedere 
0030 Aerobics Oz Style 
0030 Worid News 
130 Home Improvement 
130 Candd Camera 
200 Jack Hama'S Animal 
Advenkjre 

230The Britias Empire 


1730 Sealon Summer (rpt) 
1830The Soviet Circus 
1930 Kangaroo Comeback 
2030 Search for the Great 

Apes 

213QWotvesotthBMr- 
tha royal hawk of the 
Sonoran Desert 
2130 On Hawaft Giant 
Wfera-surtingchampi- 
anships 

2200 Roctat Men 
2330Tries of War-the 
eBects of fee Guff Wtir 
0030 Statue of Liberty 
130 ChBEfag (he Midnight 
Sun- Greenland 
200 Search far the Great 
Apes (rpt) 

■ BBC WORLD (13/14) 

News on the hotfl- 
630 USA Direct (rpt) 

730World Review '98 (rpt) 
830 Holiday (rpt) 

930 Hard laOi (rpt) 

1030 World Review *98 
1130 Haiti Talk (rpQ 
1230 The Big CatofrMarfin 
1330 The World Today 
1430 VWdWtortt beta, part 
2 

1530 Wbrld News and 
Business Report 
1530The Worid Today 
1630 The ftet (rpt) 

1730 Hard Talk 
1830 Mastermind Intia 
1930HoBcfey(rpri 
2030The Worid Today 
2130 Hard Talk (rpt) 

2230 Worid Review *98 
2335 WorU News and 
Business Report 
2330Top Gear 
0030 Europe Died 

130 Worid Business Report 
1.-45 Asia Today (rpO 
230 Hofiday (rpt) 

■ CNN NTERNAHONAL 

(T2) 

News throughout the day 
6rt5 American Edtfan 
630 World Report 
736 CNN This Morning 


iPapabile 


Pope John 
Paula 


Life in tin 
Wild 


15:15 News and Business 
Asia 

1630 Showbiz Today 
1730 World Sport 
1830 Style! 

1930 Larry King Live (rpt) 
20:45 American Edttion 
2130 Worid Business 
Today 

2230 Q&A with Riz Khan 
2330 News Europe 
2330 insight 
0030 Worid Busress 


0030 Worid Sport 
130 World View 
130 Moneyfne Newshour 
230 Showbiz Today 

■ SKY NEWS (WI3) 


■ NATIONAL G£t> " " I '830 Ttis Morning 

«buui>hm-'m • 


T730 0pen Uraversty. 
Pricfaofar Profit 
1830 Open Univwaty: 
Drama. Ptey; Peffarnranoe 
1935 Lie in the Wild 


MOVIES 


GRAPHC(19) - ! - ”' 

-j.iilJ'jjiTT-ij 

630 The Soviet Cfacus (rpt) 
730Ct®C 

1330 Kangaroo Comeback 
1430 New Chimpanzees 
1530 Quest tor Atacha (rpt) 
1630 Trtoal VKankas 
Amazon:The tafsftie 
People (rpt) 

1730 Moving Grants (rpt) 


WSLCNN.ThSitentmg 
930 Worid Sporte 
1030 CNN Ttis Morning 
1030 Showbiz Today 
1130 Larry King (rpq 
1230 World Sport 
1330 American Erfition 
13^6 World Report As 
They See It 

1430 Business Unusual 


News on the hour 

630 CBS Everting News 
730 Showbiz Weekly 
830 Sunrise 
1330 ABC hfightfira 
1530 fear in Review: 
Business 

1630 fear m Review-. 
Msdte 

1730 fear in Review: 
Ireland 

1830 Sky Worid News 
1930 Lira at Five 
2130 Sporting 
2230 fear In Review: 
Business 

2330 Sky World News 
0030 Pnme Tone 
230 CBS Evening News 

■ CHANNEL 5 (05) 

630 Bodes in Motion 
1630 Bodes in Motion 
1630 Colege Basketball 
1735 Showjumping 
1830 National League 
Soccer 

1930 Sports News 
2030 Euxopean 
Champions Soccer 
2230 French League 
Soccer 
2330 Bating 

■ EUROSPORT (15fl6) 

930 Xtrem Sports (rpi) 
1f30 Ski Junromg 
1330 Raly 
1430 Motorsports 
1530 Combat Sports 
1830 Soccer-Fiance *98 
1830 Bloopers (rpt) 

1830 Ski Jumpng 
2030 Live Equestrianism 
2230 Dancing 
2330 Sura 
130 World Cup '98 


u © Telegraph Group Limited, London 1998* 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE Priest 5 * The 
Mask ot Zorro 7•The Night Porter 7:30 

• Caravggio°°Take Cere of Your Scarf, 

Tatiana 9:30 G.G. GIL Jerusalem 

Mall (Malha) « 6766446 Practical 
Magk>oThe Truman Show 4:45. 7:15. 10 

■ ANTZ<»Ronir*~Slldlr>g Doors 4:45, 

7:15, 10 • The Negotiator 430, 7:15,10 • 
Saving Private Ryan 6, 9:30 • The Big 
Lebowsfcfl 1 o • Small Soldier* 4:45,7:15 
JERUSALEM THEATER Washington 
Square 7, 9:30 • Character (Dutch. 
Hebrew subtitles) 7, 9:30 RAV CHEN 
1-7* 6792799 Credit Card 

Reservations » 6794477 Rav-Mecher 
Building, 19 Ha'oman St., Talplot 
Rounders~StudTo 54 5, 7:30. 9:45 • Life 
Is BeautifufooSnake Eyes 5, 7;30. 9:45 • 
There's Something About Mary«Holy 
Man 5. 7:30, 9:45 • Next Stop 
Wonderland 5, 7:30, 9:45 

MEVASSERET ZION G.G. GIL 

• 5700868 The Truman Show 4:45.7:15, 
10 • Sliding Doors 4:45, 7:15, 10 
SMADAR * 5618168 Girts Evening 5, 
7:30, 10 

TEL AVIV 

DIZENGOFF Sliding Doors 11 a.m., 1. 
3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 • Washington 
Square 11 a.m., 1, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 ■ 
Character (Dutch, Hebrew subtitles) 11 

а. m., 1. 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 GAT 
*6967888 Life is Beautiful 2:30, 5, 
7:30. 9:45 GLOBUS *6081130/1 
Practical Magic~ANTZ 11:30 a.m., 2, 5. 
7:30, 10 • Ronin—The Truman Show 
ft:S0 a.m.. 2, 5, 7:30. TO - The 
Negotiator 11:30 a.m„ 2, 430. 7:15. 10 

■ Saving Private Ryan 11:30 a.m., 2:30, 

б, 9:30• Small Soldiers 11:30 a.m., 2, 5, 

7:30 • The Big Lebowski 7:30, 10 - 
Paulie 11:30 a.m„ 2 , 5 G.G. HOD 
1-4 * 5226226 Hod Passage. 101 

Dlzengoft St Ronin«>The Truman Show 
5, 730. 10 • The Big Lebowski 5. 7:30. 
10 • Saving Private Ryan 6, 930 LEV 
*5288288 Girts' Evening 11 a.m.. 1:45, 
5, 7:30. 9:45 • The Dream Ufa of 
Angels 11 a.m., 1:30, 4:45, 7:30, 10 • 
Hana-BI 11;15 a.m., 2. 5. 7:30, 9:45 • 
Sweat Hereafter 11:30 a.m., 2, 10 • 
Night Train 7:30 • Superboy 5 LEV 
AvIV *6417148 Girts Evening ~The 
Dream Ufa of Angels 5, 7:30. 10 - 
Nights of Cabiria~Sweet Hereafter 10 

• Hana-BI 5. 7:30, 9:46 • A Price Above 

Rubies 5, 7:30 • A Polish Bride 7:30 • 
Superboy 5 LIMOR *6966084 Shall 
We Dance 6 • In the Realm of the 
Senses 8 • As Good As It Gets 9:45 • 
Mulan (Hebrew dialogue) 4:30 G.G. 
PE'ER *5442141 Practical 
Uagic»Amz~GentIie 5.7:30,10 ‘The 
Truman Show 5,730 •The Negotiator 
430. 7:15. 10 RAV-CHEN * 
5262288 Dizengoff Circle Rounders 
2:30, 5, 730, 8:45 " Studio 54«Snake 
Eyes-Halloween: H20 2:30, 5, 730, 
9:45 • Ever After 2:30, 5. 730. 9:45 • 
Holy Man 230, 5, 7:30, 9:45 RAV-OR 
1-5 * 5102674 Opera House 

Thera's Something About Mary 5. 
7:30,9:45 • Henry Fool 4:30,7:15,9:45 
- Next Stop Wonderland 5, 7:30. 9:45 ' 
Tango 5. 7:30. 9:45 • II Ciclone 5. 7:30 
TEC AVIV 

MUSEUM Claire Dolan 5.8,10 
HAIFA 

CINEMA CAFE AMAMI *8325755 
Sliding Doors 7:15. 9:30 - The Big 
Lebowski 7:15,930 CINEMATHEQUE 
*8383424 Ariel 7 - Baghdad Cafe 9:30 
MORIAH *82424/7 Washington 

Square 7:i5,9:30 ORI *8500056 
Practiced Magic°°Rontn 4:45, 7:15, 10 > 
ANTTooThe Truman Show 4:45, 7:15 ■ 
Small Soldiers 4:4S. 7:15, 10 - The 
Negotiator 430, 7:15, 10 * Sliding 
Doors 4:45, 7:15. 10 • Saving Private 
Ryan 930 PANORAMA *8382020 
Practical Maglo^Characteri Dutch, 


Hebrew subtitles) 4:30. 7. 9:30 • The 
Negotiator 4:15,7.9:30 • Character (Dulcri, 
Hebrew subtitles) 4:30. 7:15, 9:30 • 
Small Soldiers 4:15 RAV-CHEN 
*8500055 Holy Uen<»There's 
Something About Mary 4:45. 7:15, 9:30 
■ Wrongfully Accused 5. 7:15, 9:30 • 
Halloween: H20 5. 7:15. 9:30 • Studio 
54 5, 7:15, 9:30 RAV-GAT 1-2 * 

8674311 Rounders 7.9:30 • Snake Eyes 
7:15. 9:30 RAV-MOR 1-7 * 8416898 
Rounders 4:30. 7. 9:30 • Life Is 
Beautiful 4:45. 7, 9:30 • Studio 
54-Snake Eyes 5.7:15, 9:30* Holy Men 
4:30. 7. 9:30 • There’s Something 
About Mary 4:30. 7, 9:30 • Ever After 
4:30, 7, 9:30 RAVOR 1-3 • 

8245553 Next Stop Wonderland 5.7:15. 
930 * Life Is Beautiful 4:45. 7, 930 • 
Ever After 4:45, 7.930 
AFULA 

RAV CHEN There's Something About 
Mary 7. 930 • Saving Private Ryan 6 , 
9:15 •TheTruman Show 7:15,9:30 
ARAD 

STAR *9950904 Ever After 5 • Tire 
Truman Show 7:30. 9:45 • Snake Eyes 
730.9:45 • SlUfing Doors S. 730.9:45 

ARIEL 

Wrongfully Accused 6 ,9 
ASHDOD 

G.G. GIL * 8647202 Practical 
Magtc°»Ronin 5.7:30.10 • ANTZ 5,7:30 • 
The Negotiator 430. 7:15. 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 7:30 • Saving Private Ryan 
9:30 • Sliding Doors 10 ORI 
*8568073 Grease 5. 7:30. 10 • The 
Truman Shows. 7:30, 10 RAV CHEN 
*6661120 Rounders 5. 7:15. 9:45 • Ever 
Aften»Hofy Man~There’s Something 
About Mary 5. 7:30, 9:45 • LHe Is 
BeautifukoStudio 54 5 , 7 : 30 , 9:45 

ASHKELON 

G.G. GIL * 6729977' Practical 
Maglc°«Ronin 5. 7:30. 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 730 *1118 Negotiator 4:30, 
7:15, 10 • ANTZ 5. 7:30 • The Tinman 
Show 10 • Sliding Doors 10 RAV 
CHEN *6711221 Rounders-Holy 
Man»There’s Something About Mary 
5. 7:15, 9:45 • Studio 54«Life Is 
Beautiful 5.7:15, 9:45 
BAT YAM 

RAV CHEN *5531077 Practical Magic 
5,7:30, 9:45 * Rounders«Ronln 5 . 7:15, 
9:45 •There's Something About Mary 5, 
7:30,9:45 -The Negotiator 7. 9:45 • Holy 
Man 7:30, 9:45 • Studio 54 730. 9:45 - 
Small Soldteis»EvBr After^ANTZ 5 

BEERSHE5A 

G.G. ORI *6103111 Practical 
Magic**.Ronln 5, 7:30, 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5 • ANTZ 5. 7:30. 10 - Sliding 
Doors 10 ■ The Negotiator 10 RAV- 
NEGEV 1-4 *6235278 Rounders~Life 
la Beautiful^-rhere's Something About 
Mary 5,7:30,9:45 • Studio 5412:15 a.m.; 
730.9:45-Ever After 5 
EOT 

ElLAT CINEMA Ever Aften»Holy 
MatKoThertfs Something About Mary 
7:30, 10 • There's Something About 
Mary 7:30,10 GIL *63401B2 Practical 
MaglctoANTZ 5. 7:30, 10 • The 
Negotiator 7:15 ,10 
HADERA 

LEV *6343555 There’s Something 
About Mary 730,10 - ANTZnS&idlo 54 
7:30,10 • Ever After 7:30 ■ Snake Eyes 
10 

HERZUYA 

COLONY *6902666 There’s 
Something About Mary 5:30, 7:30,10 * 
Life Is Beautiful 5:30, 7:30, 10 
DANIEL * 9544044 Girls Evening 5, 
7:30.10 STAR * 9589068 Practical 
Magic 7:30,10 • ANTZ 7:30,10 •There's 
Something About Mary 7:30 ,10 
HOD HA5HAR0N 
GIL * 7408591 Practical Magic* 
There's Something About Mary 5,7:30, 
ID * Small Soldiers 5. 7:30 * The 


Negotiator 430, 7:15, 10 • The Truman 

Show 10 

HOLON 

GLOBUS Practical MaglowRonin 5, 
730, 10 • There’s Something About 
MarytaoANTZ 5,7:30,10 -The Negotiator 
430, 7:15, 10 • Small Soldiers 5 •The 
Truman Show 10 • LHe is Beautiful 730, 
10 STAR Theresa Something About 
Mary«Holy Man 730, 10 • Ever After 
730, 10 • Studio 54 10 • Wrongfully 
Accused 7:30 
KARMIEL 

CINEMA *9882521 There’s 
Something About Mery 7.930 -Saving 
Private Ryan 6, 9:15 • Sturfio 54 7:15, 
9:30 

KFAR SAVA 

G.G.GIL *7677370 Practical Magic 5. 
7:30,10 • The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15.10 
• RoniivUfe Is Beautiful 5. 7:30, 10 • 
There's Something About Ntary*>ANTZ 
5. 7:30, 10 • Small Soldiers 5, 7:30 • 
Rounders 10 
K1RYAT BIALIK 

G.G. GIL *8779877 Practical 
Magic-ANTZ . 7, 9:30 • Rontn~The 
Negotiator--Wrongfully Accused 7. 
9:30 • The Truman Show 7, 9:30 • 
Saving Private Ryan 7, 9:30 • Sliding 
Doors 7, 9:30 • Small Soldiers 7. 9:30 
KIRYAf SHMONA 
G.G. GIL *6905080 Practical Magic 
4:30,7, 9:30 •There’s Something About 
MarytoSlldlng Doors 430.7, 930 
NARARfYA 

G.G. GIL Practical Magic<>->Ronin>» 
ANTZ 5, 7:30, 10 •There’s Something 
About Mary 5,730,10 -The Negotiator 
4:30, 7:15. 10 
UPE^ER fcAZARETH 
G.G GIL *6561332 Saving Private 
Ryan 6. 9:30 • The Negotiator 4:15, 7, 
10 • RonincoThe Big Lebowski 4:30, 7. 
9:30 • The Thiman Show«There’e 
Something About Mary°°SlkSng Doors 
4:30, 7. 9:30 
NESS ZfONA 

G.G. GIL 1-4 * 9404729 Practical 
Magic-oRonlnoo 5. 7:30, 10 • ANTZ 5, 
7:30 • The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 • 
The Thiman Show 10 
NETANYA 

G.G. GIL 1-5 * BB28452 Practical 
Maglc-Ronin 5. 7:30. 10 • ANTZ 5, 
7:30. 10 • Small Soldlera 5. 7:30 ■ The 
Negotiator 4:30, 7:15. 10 • The Thiman 

ShowrfA RAV CHEN * 8618570 
Rounderso-Studlo 54 5.7:15,9:45 • Life 
Is Beautiful 7:30, 9:45 • There's 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
Ever After 5 
OR AKIVA 

RAV CHEN * 6282758 There’s 
Something About MarjMJte Is 
Beautiful 7, 9:30 - Sliding boors 7rts, 
9:30 

OR YEHUDA G.G. GIL 1-4 * 

5333282 The Big LebowskkoThe 
Truman Show 5. 730. 10 • A Perfect 
Murder Saving 5, 7:30, 10 • Private 


RAMAT GAN 

RAV-GAN 1-4 » 6197121 ANTZ- 
There’s Something About Mary 5.7:30, 
9:45 • LHe Is Beautiful-Rounders 7:30. 
8:45 - Small Soldiers-Ever After 5 
RAV-OASIS 1-3 » 6730687 Ronin 5. 
7:15. 9:45 -The Negotiator 4:15. 7. 9:45 
• Holy Man 9:45 • Practical Magic 5. 
730. 9:45 

RAMAT HASHARON 

KOKHAV • 5481979 Washington 

Square 5,7:15, 9:30 

rehovGt 

CHEN * 9362868 Girls Night 7:15, 
9:45 • Claire Dolan 9:45 • The Big 
Lebowski 7:15, 9:30 • Sliding Doors 
730, 9:45 • Polish Bride 7:30 RAV 
MOR * 9493595 Practical Magic-Life 
Is Beautiful 5, 7:30, 9:45 • Rounders 5. 
7:15, 9:45 • ANTZ 5, 7:30. 9:45 • The 
Negotiator 4:15, 7, 9:45 • There’s 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 
RISHONLEZION 

GIL 1-3 * 9500765 Practical 
Magic—Ronin 5, 7:30, 10 • Small 
Soldlera 5. 7:30 • Sliding Doors 70 
HAZAHAV * 951496B Practical 
Magic-Ronin 5, 7:30, 10 • ANTZ 5. 
7:30, 10 • Small Soldiers 5. 7:30 *The 
Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 • Sliding 
Doors 10 RAV CHEN * 9670504 
Rounders 5, 7:15, 9:45 • There’s 
Something About Mery 5, 7:30, 9:45 ■ 
Holy Men 5, 9:45 • Ever After 11 a.m., 
7:30 • LHe Is Beautiful 5. 7:30, 9:45 
STAR * 9619985 There’s Something 
About Mary-Holy Man 730, 10 • Ever 
After 7:30, 10 • Studio 54 10 • 
Wrongfully Accused 7:30 
YEHOD 

RAV CHEN *5367910 There’s 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
Studio 54—Life Is Beautiful 5. 7:30. 
9:45 • Snake Eyes 5, 7:30, 9:45 

AH times are pjn. unless otherwise Indi¬ 
cated. Telephone reservations (credit 
card) can be made for Golan Globus 
(G.G.) cinemas at 1-700-50-50-50 


WINNING CARDS 

in yesterday's Mifai Hapayis 
daily chance drewind 


Ryan 6. 9:30 

PETArt T7KVA 


G.G. GIL 1-6 * 9087989 Sliding 
Doors-The Truman Stow 5. 730, 10 • 
ANTZ-Washlngton Square5,7:30. ID* 
The Negotiator 430, 7:15,10 - Saving 
Private Ryan 9:30 • Small Soldiers 
4:45,7:15 G.G. HECHAL * 9317374 
Practical Magic 5, 730, 10 • There’s 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30. 10 - 
Ronin 5,7:30,10 

raanAna 

C1N MOFET * 7482915 King of the 
Masks 8:30 PARK *7711321 Ronin 5, 
7:30,10:15 •There’s Something About 
Mary 5.7:30,10:15 • Life Is Beautiful 5. 
7:30. 10:15 • Small Soldiers 5, 7:30, 
10:15 R A’AN AN Practical Magtc-The 
Negotiator 5, 7:30. 10:15 ■ Rounder 5, 
7:30, 10:15 • ANTZ-Evar After 5. 7:30. 
10:15 -TimTruman Show 5, 7:30, 10:15 



WINNING NUMBERS 

i ;:i yesterday's weekly Lotto draw | 
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Joe Hoffman & Orf Lewis 


Chelsea, United 
draw 0-0 


LONDON (Reuters) - Chelsea 
wasted a plum chance to return to 
the top of the premier league yester¬ 
day, missing a hatful of chances in a 
0-0 draw with Manchester United, 
who went third. 

Norwegian striker Tore Andre Flo 
was the main culprit as four good 
opportunities went wide in a first 
half dominated by the second-placed 
London cltih. 

United looked more adventurous 
in the second half but Andy Cole 
failed to make much headway 
against Chelsea's French central 
defender Frank Leboeuf. 

United goalkeeper Peter 
Schemichel kept United’s hopes 
alive with a flailing save from Italian 
Gianfranco Zola 10 minutes from 
time to keep Chelsea behind leaders 
Aston Villa. 

In the evening’s other match. 
Wimbledon fought back twice to 
hold fifth-placed Leeds 2-2. 


Radja, Bodiroga lead 
East to EuroStars win 


MELBOURNE (Reuters) - 
England breathed life into the Ashes 
series with an astonishing 12 -run 
win over Australia in the fourth Test 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
yesterday. 

Led by paceman Dean Headley, 
who took career-best figures of six 
for 60. England captured die last 
seven wickets for just 32 runs to dis¬ 
miss the Australians for 162 in their 
second innings. 

They had set the home side a mod' 
est total of 175 for victory. 

“‘We always thought 175 was 
going to be comped live. 

Australia in the past, as great a side 

as they are, have often struggled 
chasing totals like that," England 
captain Alec Stewart said. 

“We went out there with with our 
heads high, to show a bit of pride and 
try and win the game." England had 
already lost the Ashes when they 
went 2-0 down after the third Test 

“We said after Adelaide when we 
couldn’t win the Ashes that we want¬ 
ed to show Australia what we are 
capable of doing.” Stewart said. 

“We’ve won one game, there’s still 
one to go and we’re going to Sydney 
trying to square the series.” The fifth 
and final Test begins on January 2 in 
Sydney, 

Australian captain Marie Taylor 
said his team only had themselves to 
blame for the defeat “We do tend to 
lose matches when the major prize is 
already won.” he said. 

“We got lazy, our lop five batsmen 
all made between 18 and 43 when all 
we Deeded was for one of (hem to go 
on u> make a 70.” 

Australia looked to be cruising 
towards victory at 130-3, only to col¬ 
lapse in a heap in the face of the 
bowling of Headley, who took match 
figures of eight for 176 on his Test 



debut against Australia 

wickets of Mark 

(0) within the space of 14 
to reduce fee home side to 1401 for 
seven. He then added Matthew 
Nicholson (9). , _ _ 

Darren Gough, who to°k p* ~r 
96 in the firet innings, pohsned on 

fee tail when he dismissed Stuart 

MacGill and Glenn McGrathI in 
three balls to give England an unior- 
ggtahfe win on one of the longest 
days in Test cricket history. 

After a morning session of 2-1/2 
hairs to make up for time lost when 
the first day was rained off. the final 
session was a punishing three hours. 



race ends 


SYDNEY (Reuters) - A huge 
<»arch for sailors swept wefcbiad 
during the Sydney-HtAait yatte iace. 
was Silled offyesrenfay, feaynjfethe 
final death toll from the o<*an classic 

MMV '•> ... 


^Officials from the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority said fee 


See ENGLAND, Page 18 


England tint hnungs 270 
Austrafta firs* Inning® 3» 

England ucond kmhigB (oramtght €S-2) 

M-Atherton b Ftenww . & 

A.Sbmart c Slater b MacQJB. 32 

M-ButCharcSteterbMacGB . w 

OJ-teadtoyb McGrath..1 

N.Hu&sain c Slater b Nfchotecn ..50 

M-ftampnikash bNfchcteon .14 

G.Hiekb Fleming. 

W.Hegg c MarfSl b Hktiotson .9 

D.GaJtfi C Stater to UacG«. A 

AJfrasor not out.7 

AJMutaBy c and b McGretfh..16 

Baras (lb-* b-2 nb-«).17 

Total (B0.2 men) . 2AA 

Fal o( wttecs; 1-5 2-61 3-60 4-78 S-127 8-178 7- 


ENGLAND HERO - dean headley celebrates after taking one of his six wickets yesterday, ffeouni 


202 8-221 9-221 10-244 
Bowing: McGrath 20-2-5-56-2 {r*>-6J. fl®nJng_77- 

4- 45-2 (rty 11, Ntehoteon 15-4-56-3. MaoQft 27-3- 
81-3 tnb-4). UMbiAb 1 -1-0-0. 

Austritta~ 2 nd tnrtngi 

M-SteMrtowbHaadtay . IS 

M.Tfrytar c Haadtay b Motafty.19 

j.Lfflwerc Rampraltaanb MuBaiy ..- -30 

M.Waugh C Hack b Hoodtey ..43 

SWaugfinatoitf. 30 

□.Lehmann c Haag b Headtay. A 

LHeefy c Hick b Hewfey..0 

nBmraig tow b Heodtey.-0 

MJ'fichoisan c Hegg b Hasdlay . 3 

5- MacGd b Goutfi.D 

OMcGralh tow b Gough .XI 

Extras (b-4 to-1 nb-4). 3 

7bW(aB out, 46.4 men).162 

Fall of wicfcjts: 1-312-413-103 4-130 5-140 5-MO 
7-1400-101 9-102 10-182 

Bowfing; Gough 15.4-2-54-2 (nb-1), Heactey 17-5- 
606 frib-3). MulaBy 4-0-23-0, Fraear 4-0-23-0. 
flown; England won by 12 lira. AuotraSa loads 
2-1. 


BERLIN [ AP) - Dino Radja and 
Dejan Bodiroga hit key baskets 
down the stretch yesterday as the 
East beat the West in the EuroStars. 
the European All-Star game. 

Bodiroga poured in six straight 
points that wiped oui a two-point 
West lead with 3:20 left as the East 
won 104-98. 

Bodiroga. of Panaihinaikos. 
scored 15 points for the East in a 
game played under near NBA-like 
rules including a 24-second shoi 
clock. 

Radja led the East with 17. 

Carlton Myers of TeamSystem 
Bologna was the game MVP after 
hitting for 20 points while Pedrag 
Danilovic added 19. 


South Africa take series after 9-wicket win over Windies 


DURBAN (Reuters l - South 
Africa cruised to a nine-wicket vic¬ 
tory in the third Test yesterday to 
take an unbeatable 3-0 lead over 
West Indies on their first post- 
apartheid tour of the republic. 

The home side were set 146 for 
victory on the fourth day after dis¬ 
missing West Indies for 259 in their 
second^ innings in the six* over of 
the day. 

Opener Gary Kirsten, with 71 not 
oul guided the home side to victory 
as they reached 147 for one 45 min¬ 
utes before ie 3 . 

South Africa won the first Test in 
Johannesburg by four wickets - 
their first Test win over West Indies 


- and the second in Port Elizabeth 
by 178 runs, a win achieved within 
three days. 

West Indies resumed their second 
innings on 246 for eight and quick¬ 
ly succumbed. 

In the third over Ambrose was 
caught by Hansie Cronje at mid-on 
for five, which provided Shaun 
Pollock with his fifth wicket of the 
innings. He finished with five for 83. 

Allan Donald finished with three 
for 62 after ending the innings bv 
bowling Courtney Walsh for three. 
Ridley Jacobs was left undefeated 
on 15. 

South Africa's victory surge was 
given the perfect start" by Kirsten 


and Herschelle Gibbs, who put 
together a 97-run stand for the first 
wicket. 

The opening pair were virtually 
untroubled in taking South Africa to 
within 49 runs of victory. 

However, two balls before lunch 
Gibbs swept a delivery from leg- 
spinner Rawl Lewis high into the air 
towards mid-wicket where Darren 
Ganga waited to take what was a 
simple catch. 

But wicketkeeper Jacobs came 
sprinting from behind fee stumps to 
claim the catctr^and sp i t ted it 

The opening partnership ended 25 
minutes after lunch when Gibbs was 
trapped in front by off-spinner Carl 


Hooper for 49. 

Kiraten went on to seme his 17th 
Test half-century, in 126 minutes, 
off 123 balls and' with six fours. 

Frankiyn Rose, who took career 
best figures of 7-S4 in the first 
innings, shared the new ball wife 
Curtly Ambrose. 

The teams now move on to Cape 
Town, where the fourth Test starts at 
New lands on New Year's Day. 

New Zealand-India 

In Wellington. New Zealand and 
India headed for a cliffhanger finish 
in-fersecond Test after two violent 
swings of fortune on fee fourth day. 

At the close. New Zealand were 
73 for four and needed 140 runs to 


win with a full day’s play left 
But their chances were handi¬ 
capped as Nathan Astle. their bat¬ 
tling middle order batsman, has a 
fracture in his left hand and will bat 
only in an emergency. 


198 


West Indies first 1 

(BXwa 51; JJCaflis 3-18, K&onfo 3-19) 
South Africa flrat tanbm timings 312 
(JJttiodM 87; FJfrwe 7-84) 

West tmSes second Innings 259 
(H. Lara 78; SJ*olack 5-83) 

Soulh Africa ascends Innings 

G. Kirsten no! ou..71 

H. Gfcbs tow b Hooper..49 

J. Kailis net cut . 33 

Eraas itb-i rt>-3).4 

Total (for one mefcat)...—S47 - 

FSB d widest 1-97 

Beading: Rose 9-0-31-0. Ambrose 4-O-lfrO inb- 
3). Walsh 4-1-64). Hooper 19-4-SO-i. Lewis i2.4- 
0-43-0 

Result Soulh Africa won fcy mne wtdtsis. 


wife tvvosailors still officially lead 
as missing and four confirmed as 

{intcL 

But they conceded there was nett 
to no hope feat *e w> nnssn& 
including British Olympic racer Gtyn 
Charles, were alive. . 

* 7 t’s tragic but most people would 

realize feat we do have to be realise, 

said AMS A spokesman Brian roll 

Massive search operation 
Australia’s largest civilian maritime 
rescue was mounted on Sunday when 
savage weather hit fee 115-strong 
Sydney-Hobart fleet off south-eastern 
Australia and turned the blue water 
classic into a desperate race for sur¬ 
vival for many crews. 

At its height 38 military and civilian 
aircraft were combing an area of ^ 
4,000square nautical miles wife navy 
boats and fishing trawlers below. T 
Only 40 of 115 boots remained in the 
race yesterday. 

Rescue officials winched two bod¬ 
ies from fee Tasman sea. both of 
crewmen from fee veteran cutter 
Winston Churchill which was aban¬ 
doned in fez freak winds. 

Six other crew from fee cutter were 
rescued alive on Monday but the last 
one has yet to be found. 

The deaths (killed what should have 
been a champagne end to the 54th 
annual race as US computer execu¬ 
tive Larry Ellison skippered his maxi 
Sayonoru into Hobart dock several 
hours ahead of defending champion 
BrindabeUa. 

At either four or six, the death toll 
was by far fee worst for (be 630 nau¬ 
tical mile race, known as “Hell on 
HighwateT for fee treacherous con¬ 
ditions, off Australia’s southeastern 


4 




comer. 

Only two sailors had perished since 
fee blufcwaiEr dassic started in 1945. 
The Triors also fee worst in . an 
ocean race since 17 people died in a 
storm during fee 1979 fcstnet event 
in Britain. 
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Steelers sputter in season finale 

Jaguars win 21-3 to avoid three-game skid entering postseason 
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ISRAEL. CITIES 



JACK¬ 
SONVILLE 
tAP)- Rookie 
Jonathan 
Quinn made 
huge strides in 
his second 


career start 
Monday night 
Still. the 
Jacksonville 
Jaguars would love to see him return 
to fee bench next week. 

Starting for fee second straight 
game in place of the injured Mark 
Brunei!. Quinn threw for a touch¬ 
down and ran for one as the Jaguars 
defeated fee Pittsburgh Steelers 21 -3. 


Final standings, Playoff 
preview, Page 18 
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Israel; 
Varying 
amounts of 
clouds and 
sun today; 
maybe a 
shower in the 
north. Highs 
12-22. Partly 
lo mostly 
cloudy 
tonjght. Lows 
4-14. 
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hA Last New First 


INTERNATIONAL CITIES 


With fee Steelers i?-9) already 
eliminated from fee playoffs and the 
Jaguars (11-5) having secured the 
ATC Central title, this was billed as 
a meaningless game to close the 
1998 season. 

The Jags had other thoughts, 
knowing a loss would have made 
them only the third division winner 
in NFL history - joining the 1969 
Rams and 1943 Redskins - to enter 
fee post-season on a three-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

“It was very, very important for us 
to win tonight.” said coach Tom 
Coughlin. “We talked all week about 





GROUNDED - Steelers QB Kordetl Stewart is sacked by Jaguars* Kelvin Pritchett on an attempt¬ 
ed pass play in first-quarter action. v 
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the confidence and momentum that 
would feed from a win. If you stud¬ 
ied fee faces of the teams that won 
and lost (Sunday 1 . you could see fee 
difference.” 

Quinn's 10-for-19. 192-yard per¬ 
formance helped fee Jaguars hit fee 
playoffs on a high note. 

Nest, however, they wait and hope 
the ankle Brunei! sprained four 
weeks ago is better by Sundays 


playoff game against the New 
England Patriots. 

The Jaguars kept Pittsburgh out of 
the end zone, but their 20 fe-ranked 
run defense still allowed 139 yards to 
Jerome Bettis, who will have surgery 
today to clean out his ailing left 
knee. 

The knee couldn’t prevent Bettis 
from totaling 104 yards by halftime 
and surpassing the century mark for 


fee eighth straight time on Monday 
night, extending his own record. 

Still, fee Steelers were not able to 
avoid their first sub-300 record since 
they finished 7-9 in 1991, wbkfewas 
also fee last tune they failed to-win 
fee AFC Central Division. : ■ 


0 3 0 0-3 
014 7 0-21 

S artB n. f ^- FG jQhn,0B 



Seahawks’ Erickson joins sackedcoaches 

NEW YORK (API - In what 

defensive coordinator in Dallas. **£■'. 
coaches ^ h I? hly paid - but it’s a skiffle when 


NEW YORK t AP) - In what may be fee biggest 
one-day purge in NFL history, five coaches were 
fired Monday less than 24 hours after their seasons 
ended. 

One-sixth of the league’s coaches were dismissed- 

cSL^Sa^m Ph i!t dc, P |,ia - D °m Capers of 
Carohna, Ted Marchibroda of Baltimore. Dave 

Vested; of Chicago and Dennis Erickson of 
With fee exception of Erickson, who was three 

7 **** ' t s disgustine. Some of the Hmu, ^. u 
es m the NFL got firtWAteSS 
Johnson, a close friend of Wanned! oh v waTh£ 



Die°o a h C ex P^ nsion Cleveland Brdwcs fflid San 
Gllbride'in m" i ^ Une Iones - who rejrfaced Kevin 

^ chosen 10 “^®ejob at 

he SS22 ° u Hawaii rather ® shot 

CS JOb *** * e Chargers. ; . 
on shil-vJ “ J more - Norv Tunter in Washington is 
be as weif roUnd ^ ^ incinnati ’s Brace Coslet may 
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